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A Greeting to our visitors, we welcome all, really and truly. 

 
We welcome you today to the parish of St. John in the Wilderness. We welcome cradle 
Episcopalians and those who say, “episco-what?” We welcome soccer dads and hockey 
moms; we welcome wild-eyed progressives, staunch conservatives, and everybody in 
between. If you’re a proud hippie, step right up. If you wear a tie, even with your pajamas, 
come on in. Tree-huggers, check. Drivers of gas-guzzlers, yup. Vegans and those who 
order only meat lover’s pizza are both welcome. We welcome those with crying newborns 
and those who avoid kids at all costs. We extend a welcome to those who are single, 
married, widowed, divorced, gay, bi, trans, or straight. This faith community has people 
with much, people with just enough, and a whole bunch somewhere in the middle.  
 
We welcome you if you have always loved church or if church just isn’t your thing. You 
are welcome here if you are church shopping, if you already have a faith community that 
is just right, or if you have no intention whatsoever of joining a church. If you work too 
much or too hard, you are welcome here. If you haven’t worked a day in your life, you are 
welcome here. For those who love all things literary as well as those who have always had 
trouble choosing between “lie” and “lay,” this is your place. If you came here today 
because you felt the nudging of the Holy Spirit, welcome. If you came because your Mom 
guilted you into it… well, welcome. You had best do as your mother says! 
 
In short, we welcome everyone to get to know this faith community of St. John’s. Really 
and truly. We welcome you because we all need community, we all need support, and 
many of us here at St. John’s have learned that faith carries us along the journey.  
 
Everyone is invited to participate fully in worship, to receive Holy Communion, and to join 
in the life of our faith community. We base our worship on The Book of Common Prayer, 
The Hymnal 1982, and The Bible. To learn more about St. John in the Wilderness, please 
speak to an usher or a clergy person. Again, thank you for joining us today! 
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St. John in the Wilderness Episcopal Church 
White Bear Lake, Minnesota 

Holy Eucharist 
Prelude  
 
Ringing of the bell  
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Hymn 410 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven: Lauda anima Music: Descant by 
permission of Novello and Company, Limited. 
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The Word of God 

 
The people standing, the Presider says,  
 
The Opening Acclamation Book of Common Prayer, p. 355 
 
 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Presider may say, 
 
The Collect for Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
The Gloria The Hymnal 1982 S 278 (Mathias) Book of Common Prayer, p. 356 
  
Together let us say (sing), 
 
Glory to God in the highest,         
 and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
 receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 
The Collect of the Day Book of Common Prayer, p. 235 
 
Presider God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that 
we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
 The Lessons Please be seated. 
 
The First Lesson Jeremiah 31:7-9 Holy Bible, p. 641 
 
Reader  A reading from Jeremiah: 

 
Thus says the Lord: 
 
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
 and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
proclaim, give praise, and say, 
 
 “Save, O Lord, your people, 
 the remnant of Israel.” 
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
 and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
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 those in labor, together; 
 a great company, they shall return here. 
With weeping they shall come, 
 and with consolations I will lead them back, 
I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
 in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
for I have become a father to Israel, 
 and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

    
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalm 126 In convertendo Book of Common Prayer, p. 782 
 
Reader  Let us read the appointed Psalm responsively by whole verse. 
 
 1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
  then were we like those who dream. 
 2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
  and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
 3 Then they said among the nations, * 
  "The Lord has done great things for them." 
 4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
  like the watercourses of the Negev. 
 6 Those who sowed with tears * 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
 7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  
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Hymn 679 Surely it is God who saves me: Thomas Merton Words: Copyright © 1982 by 
Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All Rights 
Reserved. Used by permission. Music: © 1984 Ray W. Urwin. 
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The Gospel Mark 10:46-52 Holy Bible, p. 823 
 
Gospeler  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were 
leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 
When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son 
of David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even 
more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” 
And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So 
throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do 
you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 
Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight 
and followed him on the way. 
  
Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon The Rev. Kate Maxwell  
 
 
 

The Nicene Creed Book of Common Prayer, p. 358 
 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
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 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  
The Prayers of the People Form IV Book of Common Prayer, p. 388 
 
Deacon Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth,  
live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace;  
that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
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Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation,  
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours,  
and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; (we invite you to add your 
own petitions now), give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy 
of your salvation. 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
 
The Presider adds a concluding Collect. 
 
Confession of Sin Book of Common Prayer, p. 360 
  
Deacon  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
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We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
  
The Priest stands and says, 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 
  
The Peace Book of Common Prayer, p. 360 
All stand as able. The Presider says to the people, 
  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Announcements 
 
Offertory Sentence 
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Hymn 493 O for a thousand tongues to sing: Azmon 
 

 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
Eucharistic Prayer A Book of Common Prayer, p. 361 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
The Sanctus The Hymnal 1982 S 124 (Hurd) Book of Common Prayer, p. 362 
  
Together let us say (sing), 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues, 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand 
upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and 
any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues, 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
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And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread Book of Common Prayer, p. 364 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Celebrant says the following Invitation: 
The table of bread and wine is now made ready. 
It is the table of company with Jesus and all those who love him. 
So come to this table you who have much faith 

and you who would like to have more; 
you who have been to this table often, 

and you who have not been for a long time; 
you who have tried to follow Jesus, 

and you who have failed. 
Come, it is Christ who invites you 

to meet him here. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
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Hymn 671 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound: New Britain Music: Harmonization 
copyright © 1974 by Abingdon Press. 
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Let us pray. Book of Common Prayer, p. 365 
Celebrant and People, standing as able: 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
Hymn 535 Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim: Paderborn 
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Dismissal 
People  Thanks be to God. 
Service Participants 
Celebrants The Gathered People of God 
Rector The Rev. Arthur Hancock 
Curate The Rev. Kate Maxwell 
Deacons The Rev. Margaret Thor, The Rev. Rick Todd 
Lectors Gretchen Brunner (8:00), Wendy Muscanto (10:30) 
Music Minister Michael Ferguson 
 
Giving 
Thank you for supporting the mission of St. John in the Wilderness 
as a place where we can Pray, Grow, and Serve together. We are 
excited to provide an additional way to give via a QR reader. Please 
give it a try and let us know how it works for you. 
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