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Welcome and Announcements

Michael Langfitt

Call to Worship
As one body we have many members, each uniquely gifted for a particular
purpose: Prophets and poets, thinkers and teachers, artists and advocates,
consolers and caregivers. With thanksgiving we offer our varied gifts in service
to Christ, who makes us one. Let us glorify the Lord!
Hymn No. 65 vv. 1 - 3
1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but thou art mighty.
Hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me till I want no more;
feed me till I want no more.

Guide Me, O, Thou Great Jehovah

2 Open now the crystal fountain,
whence the healing stream doth flow.
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield;
be thou still my strength and shield.
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside.
Death of death, and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever give to thee;
I will ever give to thee.
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Call to Confession
Unison Prayer of Confession
Forgiving God,
we confess that we are conformed to this world.
We conform to this world’s frantic pace,
too hectic to notice all the blessings you provide.
We conform to this world’s reckless waste,
exploiting what you entrust to our care.
We conform to this world’s shallow values,
oblivious to the giftedness of people different from us.
We conform to this world’s impatient attitudes,
preferring the latest instead of the lasting.
Forgive our conformity and transform us, O God.
We pray in Jesus’ name.

Congregation

(time for silent prayer)
Assurance of Forgiveness

Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan

Thanks be to God.
Prayer of Illumination
First Lesson
Matthew 16: 13-20
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say
John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter
answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered
him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed
in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was
the Messiah. This the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
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Second Lesson
Romans 12: 1-8
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—
what is good and acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober
judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as
in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given
to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. This is the Gospel of Our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

Beyond the Best in Show
The Rev. Brian Ellison

Prayers of the People
Invitation to the Offering
Offertory

Offertory
G. Young / Brad Stipcak

Doxology Hymn No. 607
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore;
praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen
Prayer of Dedication
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Hymn No. 269 vv. 1 & 3
1 Lead on, O King eternal!
The day of march has come;
henceforth in fields of conquest
your tents shall be our home.
Through days of preparation
your grace has made us strong,
and now, O King eternal,
we lift our battle song.

Lead On, O King Eternal / Jaron

2 Lead on, O King eternal,
till sin's fierce war shall cease,
and holiness shall whisper
the sweet amen of peace;
for not with swords' loud clashing,
nor roll of stirring drums;
with deeds of love and mercy
the heavenly kingdom comes.
3 Lead on, O King eternal:
we follow, not with fears,
for gladness breaks like morning
where'er your face appears;
your cross is lifted o'er us;
we journey in its light.
The crown awaits the conquest;
Charge and Blessing
Postlude

I’ll Fly Away
Arr. M. Hayes / Jaron Marcus

4

Participating in Worship Leadership:

Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan, Presider
The Rev. Brian Ellison, Stated Clerk of the Synod of Mid-America
Michael Langfitt, Liturgist
Brad Stipcak, Dir. Of Music
Jaron Marcus, Keyboardist
Anton Ahrens & Carmen Raines, Audio/Video Team
Words to hymns reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net # A-715286
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used
by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Some liturgy courtesy of © Presbyterian Outlook, 2020. Liturgy written by Jill
Duffield and provided for free distribution.
Some liturgy ©The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020 . Abingdon Press. Kindle
Edition.

5

