
 

 

 

 

Prelude “The First Nowell” 

 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 

 “We Three Kings” 

 Brass Quintet 

 

Poem “Holding,” by Ann Weems 

 Read by Alex Laughlin 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan 

  

Hymn “Once in Royal David’s City” 

1  Once in royal David’s city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild; 

Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 

2  He came down to earth from heaven 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, 

and his cradle was a stall; 

with the poor and meek and lowly, 

lived on earth our Savior holy. 



4  And our eyes at last shall see him, 

through his own redeeming love; 

for that child so dear and gentle 

is our Lord in heaven above; 

and he leads his children on 

to the place where he is gone. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen 

 

Carol “Good Christian Men, Rejoice!” 

 Brass Quintet 

 

First Lesson A Little Child Will Lead Them Jon Farrell-Higgins 
  

     Isaiah 11:1–4a, 6–9 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,  

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,  

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 



the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 

on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

as the waters cover the sea. 

   

Hymn No.   “Still, Still, Still” 

1 Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so chill! 

The virgin’s tender arms enfolding,  

warm and safe the child are holding. 

Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so chill. 
 

2 Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slumber deep 

while angel hosts from heaven come winging, 

sweetest songs of joy are singing. 

Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slumber deep. 

  

Second Lesson An Angel Appears to Mary. Melissa Ansberry 
 

     Luke 1: 26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 

of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 

favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words 

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not 

be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive 

in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 

and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 

the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this 



be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon 

you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 

be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 

for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ 

Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 

to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn No. 119  “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king. 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
 

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 

 

Third Lesson Mary Gives Birth in Bethlehem Jon Farrell-Higgins 
 

     Luke 2: 1-7 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 

family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 

and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn. 

 



Fourth Lesson        Angels Announce the Messiah Wilber “Noé” Chavez Alvarenga 
 

     Luke 2: 8-16 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 

all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 

highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

 

Carol   “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

1 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

Fifth Lesson And the Word became flesh  Rev. Meredith 
 

     John 1: 1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 

him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 



There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 

to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 

the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 

did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

Hymn (You are invited to sing along with the harp accompaniment.) “Silent Night” 

      Erin Wood, Harp 
 

1 Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child! Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2 Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight: 

glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, “Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!” 
 

3 Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light, 

radiant, beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth! 

 

Benediction  “Christmas Prayer” by G. M. Hopkins

  Read by Alex Laughlin 

 

Postlude  “Joy To The World” 

  Brass Quintet 
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