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Second Sunday in Easter 
April 11, 2021 

Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
Topeka, KS 

 

 

 
Pre-Service Music  “Love Divine All Love Excelling” 
   Charles Wesley 
   Jaron Marcus, Piano 
  

GATHERING 
We gather as the Body of Christ to encounter God in worship. 

 
Prelude  “Breath on Me Breath of God” 
   Arr. by Labenske 
   Jaron Marcus, Piano
  

CENTERING WORDS 
There is power in the gathered fellowship of believers. 

 

 
Call to Worship    

 
Prayer of the Day     Unison 

Light of the world, shine upon us with your Holy Spirit. Gather in our 
midst, that we might know you are truly here. Guide us in unity and love, 
that we might be a blessing of unity and love for the world. Amen. 
 

Musical Interlude  “Interlude on HYFRYDOL” 
   Charles Callahan 
   Brad Stipcak, Organ 
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Call to Confession   
 

Unison Prayer of Confession    Congregation    
 You have shown yourself to us, O God, by Word and Spirit, with signs 
and wonders, in flesh and blood, yet we still struggle to live and believe 
the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Have mercy on us; forgive us. Enter into our lives and cast out our fear so 
that we may come to trust in you and have life in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness    

 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE WORD 
The Word of God in scripture and interpreted in proclamation 

 is the center of worship. 
 
Prayer of Illumination   
 
First Lesson  1 John 1: 1 - 2:2 

We announce to you what existed from the beginning, what we have 
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have seen and our hands 
handled, about the word of life. The life was revealed, and we have seen, 
and we testify and announce to you the eternal life that was with the 
Father and was revealed to us. What we have seen and heard, we also 
announce it to you so that you can have fellowship with us. Our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We are writing these 
things so that our joy can be complete. 

This is the message that we have heard from him and announce to you: 
“God is light and there is no darkness in him at all.” If we claim, “We have 
fellowship with him,” and live in the darkness, we are lying and do not act 
truthfully. But if we live in the light in the same way as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses 
us from every sin. If we claim, “We don’t have any sin,” we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from everything we’ve done 
wrong. If we claim, “We have never sinned,” we make him a liar and his 
word is not in us. 
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My little children, I’m writing these things to you so that you don’t sin. But if 
you do sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous 
one. He is God’s way of dealing with our sins, not only ours but the sins of 
the whole world. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Lesson     John 20: 19-31 

It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were 
behind closed doors because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, 
Jesus came and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” After he 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. When the disciples saw 
the Lord, they were filled with joy. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” Then he breathed on 
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they 
are forgiven; if you don’t forgive them, they aren’t forgiven.” 

Thomas, the one called Didymus, one of the Twelve, wasn’t with the 
disciples when Jesus came. The other disciples told him, “We’ve seen the 
Lord!” 

But he replied, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, put my finger in the 
wounds left by the nails, and put my hand into his side, I won’t believe.” 

After eight days his disciples were again in a house and Thomas was with 
them. Even though the doors were locked, Jesus entered and stood among 
them. He said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here. Look at my hands. Put your hand into my side. No more 
disbelief. Believe!” 

Thomas responded to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” 

Jesus replied, “Do you believe because you see me? Happy are those who 
don’t see and yet believe.” 

Then Jesus did many other miraculous signs in his disciples’ presence, 
signs that aren’t recorded in this scroll. But these things are written so that 
you will believe that Jesus is the Christ, God’s Son, and that believing, you 
will have life in his name. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon  Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
We respond to the Word of God in prayer and by offering  

ourselves and our substance. 
 
Prayers of the People   
 
Invitation to the Offering   

 
Offertory  “Beautiful Savior” 
   arr. Charles Callahan 
   Brad Stipcak, Organ 
 
Doxology   Congregation 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God whom we adore. 
Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING FORTH  

Worship equips us to go forth to serve God in the world.  
 

Hymn #246  “Christ is Alive!” 
   Brass Quartet 

1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
The cross stands empty to the sky. 
Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 
2 Christ is alive! No longer bound 
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to distant years in Palestine, 
but saving, healing, here and now, 
and touching every place and time. 
 
3 In every insult, rift, and war 
where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
and lives, where even hope has died. 
 
4 Women and men, in age and youth, 
can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 
and find the way, the life, the truth, 
revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 
5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
good news to this and every age, 
till earth and sky and ocean ring 
with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

 
*Charge and Blessing   
 
*Postlude                                                          “Breath on me Breath of God with Breathe” 
   arr. Victor Labenske 
   Jaron Marcus, Piano 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 - 6 

 

Participating in Worship Leadership: 
Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan, Presider 
Susan Burris, Liturgist 
Brad Stipcak, Dir. Of Music, Organ 
Jaron Marcus, Piano 
Peter Sandquist, Audio/Visual 
Anton Ahrens, Audio/Visual 
Singers:  Meredith Kemp-Pappan 

Michael Langfitt 
Lee Langfitt 
Christa Sloop  
Brad Stipcak 
Carol Thomas  

Brass Quartet:  Quentin Mallette, Trumpet 
                                 Thomas Pi, Trumpet 
                                  Tim Owen, Trombone 
                                  Phil Becker, Tuba 

 
 
Words to hymns reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net # A-

715286 
CCLI Songs-1205798;  CCLI Streaming-20738157 
 
Scripture ©2011 Common English Bible. Used by permission. 

 

 


