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Third Sunday in Easter 
April 18, 2021 

Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
Topeka, KS 

 

 
 
Pre-Service Music  “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 
   Paul Baloche 
   Jaron Marcus, Piano 
  

GATHERING 
We gather as the Body of Christ to encounter God in worship. 

 
Prelude  “Prelude on a Welsh Tune” 
   Gordon Young 
   Brad Stipcak, Organ 
  

CENTERING WORDS 
How do we discover the risen Christ in our midst? 

 

 
Call to Worship    

 
Prayer of the Day     Unison 
 

Light of the world, shine upon us with your Holy Spirit. Gather in our 
midst, that we might know you are truly here. Guide us in unity and love, 
that we might be a blessing of unity and love for the world. Amen. 
 

Musical Interlude  “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 
   Melchior Vulpius 
   Brad Stipcak, Organ 
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Call to Confession    
 

Unison Prayer of Confession                        Congregation    
Spirit of the Risen Savior, when we fail to recognize you, we become 
reluctant to follow in your way. Just as the disciples struggled to 
comprehend how the Christ could have been a suffering servant, we find 
it difficult to see you in those who suffer today. We resist starting down 
the path you have shown us until we know exactly where it will lead. Free 
us from cynicism and fear. Liberate your world from suspicion and 
prejudice. Forgive us, Living Lord, and lead us wherever you will. 
Amen. 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness    

 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE WORD 
The Word of God in scripture and interpreted in proclamation 

 is the center of worship. 
 
Prayer of Illumination     
 
First Lesson  1 John 3: 1 - 2:2 

See what kind of love the Father has given to us in that we should be called 
God’s children, and that is what we are! Because the world didn’t recognize 
him, it doesn’t recognize us. 

Dear friends, now we are God’s children, and it hasn’t yet appeared what 
we will be. We know that when he appears we will be like him because we’ll 
see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves even 
as he is pure. Every person who practices sin commits an act of rebellion, 
and sin is rebellion. You know that he appeared to take away sins, and 
there is no sin in him. Every person who remains in relationship to him does 
not sin. Any person who sins has not seen him or known him. 

Little children, make sure no one deceives you. The person who practices 
righteousness is righteous, in the same way that Jesus is righteous. 
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           People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Lesson     Luke 24: 36b-48 

While they were saying these things, Jesus himself stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” They were terrified and afraid. They thought 
they were seeing a ghost. 

He said to them, “Why are you startled? Why are doubts arising in your 
hearts? Look at my hands and my feet. It’s really me! Touch me and see, for 
a ghost doesn’t have flesh and bones like you see I have.” As he said this, 
he showed them his hands and feet. Because they were wondering and 
questioning in the midst of their happiness, he said to them, “Do you have 
anything to eat?” They gave him a piece of baked fish. Taking it, he ate it in 
front of them. 

Jesus said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you—that everything written about me in the Law from Moses, the 
Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures. He said to them, “This is what is written: the 
Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and a change of 
heart and life for the forgiveness of sins must be preached in his name to 
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
We respond to the Word of God in prayer and by offering  

ourselves and our substance. 
 
Prayers of the People   
 
Invitation to the Offering   

 
Offertory  “Be Thou My Vision” 
   Russel Mauldin 
   Jaron Marcus, Piano 
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 Doxology   Congregation 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God whom we adore. 
Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING FORTH  
Worship equips us to go forth to serve God in the world.  

 
*Charge and Blessing   
 
*Postlude  “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
   Runyan 
   Jaron Marcus, Piano 
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Participating in Worship Leadership: 
Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan, Presider 
Jurahee Shriver, Liturgist 
Brad Stipcak, Dir. Of Music, Organ 
Jaron Marcus, Piano 
Peter Sandquist, Audio/Visual 
Anton Ahrens, Audio/Visual 
Singers:  Meredith Kemp-Pappan 

Michael Langfitt 
Lee Langfitt 
Christa Sloop  
Brad Stipcak 
Carol Thomas  

 
 
Words to hymns reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net # A-

715286 
CCLI Songs-1205798;  CCLI Streaming-20738157 
 
Scripture ©2011 Common English Bible. Used by permission. 

 

 


