September 2020

The Monthly Newsletter of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Topeka, KS

IN-PERSON

WORSHIP
RESUMED
AT TRINITY

SUNDAY
APRIL 25

Page 2

MAY 2021

Page 3

MAY 2021

OPERATION FOOD SECURE
is a nation-wide project to
provide free food to those who
need it during these difficult
times.
The government is buying food
from the farmers that would normally go to
restaurants so that it doesn’t have to be
discarded. It is a win-win situation for the
farmers and the recipients.
If you would like to volunteer or if you have a
truck or trailer to bring, please contact Stan
McAdoo, Volunteer Coordinator.
Next drives: May 12 & 26

Trinity began distributing Free
School sack lunches in January
2021 to children ages 1 - 18
every Wednesday from 11 am noon.
This is a USD 501 program
that provides each child two
breakfasts, two lunches and two
milks for the weekend. We distribute every
Wednesday that USD 501 is in session and
children are attending class in school. This will
continue through the last day of school in May.
When school is remote learning, we will not
pass out weekend meals as students will receive
7 day meals from a different USD 501 location.

The March 2021 “Buy The Case”
program ended with a
tremendous success. We
delivered 164 cases of food to
Doorstep weighing over 2,500 pounds. In
addition, we sent $140.00 to Doorstep to cover
undesignated food items.
This year each order went directly to
Doorstep, so there was not a time to get a visual
picture of all of the food, but each week we
added to the Doorstep pantry so that they could
provide food to those in need.
Doorstep has thanked the Trinity
Congregation for all of the food, and we have
thanked Apple Market for giving us a discounted
rate on each case, and ordering and providing
the food for us to deliver to Doorstep.
When a community that cares about each
other and works together, fantastic things can
occur. Thank you for your caring.

Thank you, Trinity members!
One Great hour of Sharing has collected $1,623.85
from our members thus far!
The mission team thanks you for your tremendous
generosity! May God’s powerful work in the world
continue with this outpouring of love.
March 29, 2021 Trinity volunteers walking the neighborhood to let our
neighbors know about the free food boxes from Operation Food
Secure that are distributed every other Wednesday.
What a fun way to get to know our neighbors!
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GRAB & GO Summer Free Meals at Trinity
Children Ages 1 - 18
Trinity has been approved to continue as a site for
USD 501 for meal distribution when school is out. The
USD 501 through the USDA Summer Food Service
Program distributes meals to children ages 1-18 when
school is not in session.
Households will be able to drive up and receive up a
bag with 7 days of meals for each child on Wednesday
from 11 a.m. to noon. Distribution begins June 9th.
Two volunteers will be needed each week - at least 1
will pick up and return meals to French Middle School. If
you are interested in assisting with this effort, please call
Peggy McAdoo, 785-224-5113.

Page 4

Page 5

L IVING G REEN

MAY 2021

LIVING G REEN

L IVING G REEN

MORE BIRD FRIENDLY LIVING
Up to 1 billion birds are estimated to die each year after hitting windows in the U. S. and
Canada. By day, birds perceive reflections in glass as habitat they can fly through. At night,
migratory birds are drawn by city lights and can collide with buildings.
These simple steps save birds. Install window screens or break up reflections on
windows using film coating inside, or string spaced no more than 2 inches apart.
Three-quarters of the world’s coffee farms destroy forest habitat to grow coffee in the sun
– forests that birds and other wildlife need for food and shelter. Shade-grown coffee
preserves a forest canopy for migratory birds to survive the winter, but consumers need to
create more demand for this.
Look for shade grown coffee when purchasing coffee products. Shade-grown helps
more than 40 species of North American migratory songbirds that winter in coffee
plantations.
Shade-grown coffee plantations also tend to be better for both the worker and the
environment-- using no chemicals and treating workers appropriately.
You can find some shade grown coffee brands in your local grocery store. Look for
“Organic, Fair Trade, and Shade-Grown” coffee companies. For a more extensive list, see
the Leafscore website with 12 brands detailed.
https://www.leafscore.com/eco-friendly-kitchen-products/best-sustainable-coffee-brands/

“Changing Lives, One Student at a Time”
Our friend Wilber “Noe” Chavez is graduating from
college in El Salvador this month. His degree is in English
and he recently passed the TOEFL exam
that demonstrates proficiency in speaking, listening, writing,
and reading English. In order to teach English in El
Salvador, a passing score on this exam is required.

Congratulations Noé!
Noé has been a recipient of high school and college
scholarships from Trinity and he attended the Talpetates
school where two teacher salaries are paid with funds from
the Trinity budget.
In short, Noé would have been destined to care for the
family corn and bean crops for his whole life had it not been
for your generous support of the Talpetates mission project.
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P RAYER CON CE RN S as of Ap ril 25, 2021
Ann Fincham
Audrey & Jacob Barnard and
Marilyn Leinacker
Carol Shannahan
Carolyn Burns
Cheryl Lindstrom
Chuck Pullen
Helen Rhodes
Joyce Adcock
Jessie Zimmerman
Jerry Niehaus
John Eddy
Kay Wildman
Marilyn Watt
Olive Ubel
Pat Thomblison & Kathleen
Thompson
Pam Oroke
Rose Fritz
Ruth Jenkins
Our troops overseas
Becky Jones’ friends, Janice
Pechacek & Cheryl Arney;
Becky Schooler’s sister-in-law,
Jill; Brad Stipcak’s mother,
Beverly; Carol Shannahan’s
friend, Janet; Carmen Raines’
friend, Mark; Carolyn Burns’
sister-in-law, Carol

Jessop; Carrie & Art
Lancaster’s daughter, Grace
Ray; Cathy Headworth’s aunt,
Jniece Bell; Iris
Neuenswander’s sister,
Rosalee; Jaron Marcus’
mother, Sherilyn; Kay & Ralph
Howard’s stepbrother,
Max Hall, nephew in-law
Doug; Kay Wildman’s niece,
Renee Wohletz; Lettie
Karlson’s friend, K.C; Maddie
Mellies’ stepfather, Dave
Leinweber; Marilyn Leinacker’s
daughter, Lisa; Mark Fredrick
Mikoleit; Mary Nestor’s
sister, Kay Fessler; Nelson
Spaulding’s daughter, Deborah
Harris; Ruth & Jim Jenkins’
sister, Donna’s grandson,
Chase, friends JP & Peter, and
great niece & husband,
Michelle & Tony; Toni FarrellHiggins’ mother, Loretta
Farrell; Wendy Pullen’s friend,
Gerald
Manchester; Zimmerman
family

5/6 Rob & Talia Young
5/9 Jim McCormick & Mary Ann Abbott
5/22 Dale & Alice Langley
5/22 Kem & Christa Sloop
5/24 Jerry & Beverly Thompson
5/31 Norm & Claudia Jackson
5/31 Ryan & Meredith Kemp-Pappan

Phyllis Todd
April 23, 2021

03-May
05-May
06-May
09-May
09-May
13-May
13-May
15-May
16-May
19-May
21-May
23-May
24-May
25-May
25-May
26-May
27-May
27-May
28-May
29-May
29-May
31-May
31-May

Irene Anabe
Amanda Walters
Kay Wildman
Jennifer Tauer
Michael Meenen
Bev Kubie
Tamara Hampton
Iris Neuenswander
Sheridan Voigt
Meredith KempPappan
Susan Winter
Jerry Newland
McKenna Tauer
Norm Jackson
Zac Chandler
Steven Riley Jr.
Susan Burris
Allen Ansberry
Becky Schooler
Cory Schoffelman
John Eddy
Kaden Stevenson
Melissa Ansberry

Danny and Carol
Thomas have a new
grand-daughter, Olive
Kay! Parents are
Joe and Emily Thomas.
CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL!

Dear Trinity Family,
Thank you for all the cards, calls,
texts, emails and prayers as I recover from my
fall. Your response has been humbling. I feel
better each day and continue to marvel at the
wonderful healing power of God. Ann Fincham
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As one of the four Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A),
the Pentecost Offering unites us in a church-wide effort to support young
people in Christ and inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and unique
gifts with the church and the world. The offering helps our youth begin life
with a solid foundation of faith formed early in life, from childhood through
young adulthood.
The Pentecost Offering supports a variety of programs:
❖ 40% will stay local with Trinity Presbyterian Church. This year,
money received will go toward supporting Trinity youth as they do
mission work at Heartland Center Work Camp August 1st – 6th.
While at Heartland, they will be working each day on a variety of
tasks to help improve the campus. This work will help benefit the many youth who will be coming
to Heartland Camp in the future.
❖ 25% supports Young Adult Volunteers serving in communities around the world and growing as
leaders through transformative Christian service
❖ 25% supports Ministries with Youth including the Presbyterian Youth Triennium
❖ 10% supports devoted to Children at Risk to improve education and provide safe havens
Please consider giving to the Pentecost Offering to support these important activities. You can mail in
your offering or drop it off in the offering box at in person worship starting on April 25th.

Trinity Youth helping with Operation
Food Secure distribution.
Unloading boxes of food to
place in vehicles.
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SPRING SIX WEEK SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDY APRIL 18 –MAY 23
We invite you to join us in Adult Sunday School to learn how Jesus shaped an
uneducated, hardworking fisherman whose flaws included a quick-temper and
impetuousness to become the leader of the apostles and missionary to the Roman
Empire.
We will begin our six-week study of Simon Peter: Flawed But Faithful Disciple on April
18th. This study will be facilitated by Carrie Lancaster.

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL SERIES JUNE 2021
Ruth, the Immigrant
Carmen Raines, teacher
I’m excited to offer an original bible study to my Trinity family this summer. This
project came from my seminary study of Hebrew. When my class translated the book
of Ruth, we were asked to create a practical application. I outlined this Bible study.
Recently, I revived the project and applied it to my Missional Imagination course, with
the application of a cultural diversity component. The result is a Bible study that
focuses on Ruth 2, and finds correlation with the immigrants making their way to the
United States across the southern border.
Specifically, we will use PCUSA resources on immigration from the Northern Triangle: Guatemala,
Honduras, and El Salvador. By studying the characters of Ruth, paralleled with the situation facing our
brothers and sisters to the south, we can find contemporary application of the Hebrew scriptures. I pray
that we will find ourselves in the story, and discover how we may be called to action.
I look forward to teaching this study June 6, 13, 20, and 27.
Peace,
Carmen Raines

You are invited to join Adult Sunday school via Zoom every Sunday at 8:45. It’s great
learning and fellowship in a time where both can fill our hearts. If you are interested in joining
us and getting a zoom invitation, please email Carol Thomas at ctmshm@gmail.com.
PAGE TURNERS BOOK STUDY

Join the Zoom meeting at 1:30 on Fridays. The new book we will begin studying soon is The Book of
Longings by Sue Mont Kidd. If you are interested in joining us and getting a zoom invitation,
please email Carol Thomas at ctmshm@gmail.com.

TUESDAYS WITH THE WORD
Tuesday mornings at 9:00am. This is a Zoom fellowship and Bible study time with Pastor Mere. We
use the Wired Word as a resource. Join us! Email Pastor Mere at Meredith@trinitypresbyterian.net
to get a zoom invitation.
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Are you asking yourself what does
Adult Sunday School look like via
Zoom?
Here is a brief overview of how we
spend our time together on Sunday
mornings!

8:35- Class opens for a time of fellowship
8:45- We start with a time of sharing joys and concerns followed by prayer
9:00- Facilitator begins with a combination of scripture, discussion and a short
video
9:25- Meet in small groups for further discussion of the lesson
9:40- Meet together for final thoughts and closing prayer, ending by 10:00
Sunday School has a variety of components to help us study God’s word, share
and learn from each other and grow in our spiritual journey. We invite you
to please come and join us on Sunday mornings.

Do you have, or
know anyone who
might have, an
upright or chest
freezer or a
refrigerator that
could be donated
to Trinity?
If so, please contact
Pastor Mere or Karen at:

mere@trinitypresbyterian.net
karenmeenen@trinitypresbyterian.net
Or, call the church at 272-2620.
Thanks!

If Presbyterians had
been in charge of the
Last Supper....
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ASHLEY is a senior
Mass Media major,
Chemistry minor at Baker
University.

I

SABEL

Meenen is a senior at Kansas
S arah
State University. During her time at

Over the years, she has
been involved in Greek life
(Alpha Chi Omega),
newspaper, radio, theater,
and has interned at Kansas
Public Radio in Lawrence,
as well as, volunteered
teaching English at the
VIDA Ministry in Topeka.

K-State she has been involved in
Greek Life (Alpha Delta Pi Sorority),
served as the Director of Recruitment
on Panhellenic Council, was the Vice
President of Student Accounting
Society, an orientation leader, a
College of Business Ambassador,
worked at the Rec Center and
Powercat Financial on campus, studied
abroad in Madrid, Spain, and interned
at Cargill Inc. in the Corporate
Accounting and Finance department.

She is currently looking for
media career opportunities
in the Kansas City area for
post graduation, but is also
interested in teaching
English to EFL learners
abroad someday.

She will graduate with a Bachelor of
Science in Business
Administration. Her major is
Accounting and her minor is
Spanish. This summer she will be
interning at Pricewaterhouse-Coopers
(PwC) as a tax intern.

Her favorite Trinity
memories were those made
in Youth Group, as well as
the mentor-mentee
program.

Next year, Sarah will be heading back
to K-State to complete the year long
Masters of Accountancy program in
order to sit for the CPA exam in the
spring and summer of 2022.

Stevenson graduated
C laire
from Topeka West High-

school in 2017. From there she
attended Kansas State
University where she studied
biology and planned to be a
dentist. While at K-State she
was also part of the cheerleading team.
Claire attended Kansas State
for two years. While on the
cheer team Claire discovered
she enjoyed styling hair and
applying makeup of her
teammates which lead her to
look into the beauty industry.
She then attended Bellus
academy for cosmetology in
Manhattan. She graduated
from Bellus June of 2020.
Claire is now in Topeka
working as a teller at Lyndon
state bank full time, and is at
Blondies hair and design part
time while she builds her
client base.
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A

lex Lathrop is a senior at Washburn Rural High School. He plans on attending
Wichita State University and majoring in Information Technology. Alex has
interests in gaming, architecture, city planning and politics. His family consists of a
twin brother Ben also a senior at WRHS, and a sister Cat, who is a junior at WRHS,
three dogs, seven cats, ten chickens and a couple of fish. "No matter how much
irritation they bring me, they are still my loving family.
My most favorite memory from church is when the Triniteens attended a Christian
concert at the Sprint Center in KC. I was prematurely born which has caused me
to be very short for my age until both my brother and I were given growth
hormone injections every day for about three years. I was often teased and
sometimes I was even envied by my peers about my height. Even though I knew
that I was smaller than everyone else, I never realized how much shorter I was until I grew to a
normal height. I guess I never really cared enough to worry about it. This has definitely influenced
my current attitude of not caring about trivial matters like popularity or trying to fit in.
When I was younger, I was more interested in ships, especially the Titanic, and space, than in
things that other kids enjoyed. If you couldn’t tell by now, I am not your cookie cutter high schooler.
I have interests in areas like technology, history, and politics other than in sports and social media.
This has shaped me into the person I am today, a person with his own mind and ideas."

B

en Lathrop is a senior at Washburn Rural High School. He plans to attend
Wichita State University and major in Information Technology and
Management Information Systems. Ben has a twin brother Alex, also a senior at
WRHS, and a sister Cat, who is a junior at WRHS.
His “other siblings” include three dogs, seven cats, ten chickens and a couple of
fish. "The past few years have led up to my entry into college, and my life
experiences will no doubt assist me in my endeavors.
Trinity has given me many wonderful experiences that I will cherish throughout
my future life. My most favorite memory from church was attending Triennium
and meeting many new people from all over the country.
I have also enjoyed many of the activities that the Triniteens participated in. Not
only church, but lawn mowing and assisting my fellow church members with various projects, has
also been especially rewarding. The next four years will be an exciting time during my development
as a productive member of society."

B

en Mulegwa is a senior at Washburn Rural High School. He has four sisters,
Manuella also a senior at Washburn Rural High School, Renea (Dada), a
sophomore at Washburn Rural High School, Wani, a first grader and Elizabeth,
age 4.
Ben played football at Washburn Rural High School. He was born in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, precisely in Kinshasa. He moved to the United
States in 2016. Ben speaks French, English and Lingala. He plans to attend
Washburn University.
"My favorite Trinity memory is ziplining with the youth group."
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M

anuella Mulegwa is a senior at Washburn Rural High School. She has one
brother, Ben, also a senior at Washburn Rural High School and three sisters,
Renea (Dada), a sophomore at Washburn Rural High School, Wani, a first grader
and Elizabeth, age 4.
Manuella works at Golden Corral. "I was born in the Democratic Republic of
Congo, precisely in Kinshasa. We moved to the United States in 2016. I speak
French, English, Lingala and Swahili. I plan to go to Missouri Western State
University to study Nursing and later on get my Masters in Midwifery.
I love to read and teach the Bible. I participate in The Chosen which is a group of
young adults from all around the world which discusses the Bible every night at 8
pm on zoom."

T

ate Schoffelman attends Washburn Rural High School. He plans to attend
MidAmerica Nazarene University with a major in criminal justice. Tate has
two younger brothers, Reed and Cade. Tate has been active in sports at WRHS
through swim team and baseball.
This summer he will play baseball with the Topeka Senators and will also play
baseball at MNU in the fall.
Tate works at Hy-Vee and is an umpire at Ken Berry. Tate was a peer mentor at
school and is active in Triniteens.
"My favorite church memory is going to Purdue University for Triennium."

K

aden Stevenson was born in Topeka, however lived in Barnard, Kansas for a
short time before moving to Topeka.
While in Junior High School he became interested in BMX riding and became
quite efficient in the sport. He competed in several races including Nashville,
Tennessee, Tulsa, Oklahoma and Wichita, Kansas where he was awarded with
the number one BMX rider for his region. He has amassed a large number of
trophies for his efforts.
While attending Topeka West he was on the Wrestling Team and in the
Leadership class for three years. He attended Topeka West High School until last
year when the family moved to the Pomona Lake area. He is attending Lyndon
High School where he was on the Football Team. He will graduate from Lyndon High in May.
Kaden has not decided on an occupation as yet ,so is going to do some searching prior to
deciding on an occupation.
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Calling all Triniteens!

Work Camp at Heartland Center is August 1 - 6. We will do mission work around camp
in the day and then swim and do a group activity each night (horseback riding,
ropes course, etc). On Thursday we will spend the day at Worlds of Fun.
CONTACT KAREN MEENEN IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

April 5 2021 Wahoo! Cytek is here installing new equipment in our

