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Ninth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

July 25, 2021 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, 

Topeka, KS 
 

Pre-Service Music  “Cornerstone” 

   Reuben Morgan 

   Jaron Marcus 

  

GATHERING 

We gather as the Body of Christ to encounter God in worship. 

 

Prelude    “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” 

   arr. Gilbert M. Martin 

   Brad Stipcak, Organ 

 

 CENTERING WORDS 

No matter how far we wander, God’s Spirit is as near to us as our very breath. 

 

Welcome and Announcements     Connie Hubbell 

 

Responsive Call to Worship    

Why have you come to this place?  

   We are tired in body and spirit.  

Why have you come today?  

   We have come to follow Jesus.  

Come and eat your fill.  

   But there are only five barley loaves and two fish.  

There is plenty for all.  

   Jesus gathers the fragments of our lives, that nothing may be lost.  

   Come! Let us worship. 

 

Unison Prayer of the Day      

 

 God of our hopes and dreams, we are empty, and long to be filled; we 
are hungry, and long to be fed; we are lost, and long to be found. Invite 
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us once more to eat our fill and find our true nourishment in Jesus, the 
bread of heaven. Amen. 

 
*Hymn   “Where is Bread?” 

         (1) "Where is bread?" the great crowd murmured — 

Thousands strong, yet all in need. 

"Where is bread?" your people wondered 

Faced with such a crowd to feed. 

Who, Lord Jesus, could have guessed it? 

One small boy brought food to share. 

Taking what he gave, you blessed it; 

All were fed, with much to spare. 

 

(2)  Where is bread? We know their yearning; 

Every day, we wish for more. 

God, in time, we're slowly learning: 

All we own can make us poor. 

Our possessions can possess us, 

Leaving hunger deep inside. 

Christ our Bread, come now and bless us; 

At your feast, we're satisfied. 

    

Call to Confession   

 
Unison Prayer of Confession                       Congregation    

 Believing you exist to save us, Holy One, we think we can do anything 

we want, no matter the consequences; we can speak any words that are 

on our lips, no matter how much they hurt those we love; we can hoard 

everything, and anything, we wish, no matter how much need others 

have in their lives. 

 

Yet you choose to redeem us, God of imaginative justice, not so we can 

keep living the lives we have, but we might be transformed into those 

who praise you, not just with our songs, but with hands that lift others to 

their feet, with hearts that love those ignored by the world, and with 

hope that has been planted deep within us by the Master Gardener, 

Jesus Christ, our Brother. 

 
Kyrie (Lord Have Mercy) GTG 576  Congregation 

          Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 
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Assurance of Forgiveness    Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan 

 

*Gloria Patri   GTG 581  Congregation 

Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. 

Amen, amen. 

 

THE WORD 

The Word of God in scripture and interpreted in proclamation 

 is the center of worship. 

 

Prayer of Illumination   

 

First Lesson         2 Kings 4:42-44 

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing the man of God some bread from 

the early produce—twenty loaves of barley bread and fresh grain from his 

bag. Elisha said, “Give it to the people so they can eat.” 

His servant said, “How can I feed one hundred men with this?” 

Elisha said, “Give it to the people so they can eat! This is what the Lord says: 

‘Eat and there will be leftovers.’” So the servant gave the food to them. They 

ate and had leftovers, in agreement with the Lord’s word. 

           People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Lesson  John 6:1-21 

After this Jesus went across the Galilee Sea (that is, the Tiberias Sea). A large 

crowd followed him, because they had seen the miraculous signs he had done 

among the sick. Jesus went up a mountain and sat there with his disciples. It 

was nearly time for Passover, the Jewish festival. 

Jesus looked up and saw the large crowd coming toward him. He asked Philip, 

“Where will we buy food to feed these people?” Jesus said this to test him, for 

he already knew what he was going to do. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%206%3A1-21&version=ESV
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Philip replied, “More than a half year’s salary worth of food wouldn’t be enough 

for each person to have even a little bit.” 

One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said, “A youth here has 

five barley loaves and two fish. But what good is that for a crowd like this?” 

Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass there. They 

sat down, about five thousand of them. Then Jesus took the bread. When he 

had given thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there. He did the 

same with the fish, each getting as much as they wanted. When they had 

plenty to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather up the leftover pieces, so that 

nothing will be wasted.” So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with 

the pieces of the five barley loaves that had been left over by those who had 

eaten. 

When the people saw that he had done a miraculous sign, they said, “This is 

truly the prophet who is coming into the world.” Jesus understood that they 

were about to come and force him to be their king, so he took refuge again, 

alone on a mountain. 

When evening came, Jesus’ disciples went down to the lake. They got into a 

boat and were crossing the lake to Capernaum. It was already getting dark and 

Jesus hadn’t come to them yet. The water was getting rough because a strong 

wind was blowing. When the wind had driven them out for about three or four 

miles, they saw Jesus walking on the water. He was approaching the boat and 

they were afraid. He said to them, “I Am. Don’t be afraid.” Then they wanted to 

take him into the boat, and just then the boat reached the land where they had 

been heading. 

People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

We respond to the Word of God in prayer and by offering  

ourselves and our substance. 

 

*Affirmation of Faith   Adapted from “A Brief Statement of Faith” 

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples 
long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In 
gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our 
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daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

Prayers of the People   

   

Invitation to the Offering     

 

Offertory                                              “The Heart of Worship/Nothing But the Blood” 

   arr. Labenske 

   Jaron Marcus, Piano 

 

 *Doxology    GTG 607   Congregation 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God whom we adore. 

Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING FORTH  

Worship equips us to go forth to serve God in the world.  

 

* Sending Hymn  Where is Bread? 

          (3) "Where is bread?" the call is rising;  

Millions cry who must be fed. 

God, your answer seems surprising: 

"You, my Church, you give them bread." 

Bread to fill each hungry spirit, 

Bread for hungry stomachs, too! 

Give us bread and help us share it. 

Richly blest, may we serve you. 

 

*Charge and Blessing   

 

*Sung Response   Hymn No. 542, v. 1  “God Be With You Till we Meet Again” 
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*Postlude                       “I Could Sing of Your Love Forever” 

   Martin Smith 

   Jaron Marcus, Piano 

 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

 

Participating in Worship Leadership: 

Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan, Presider 

Connie Hubbell, Liturgist 

Brad Stipcak, Director of Music, Organ 

Jaron Marcus, Piano 

Peter Sandquist, Audio/Visual 

Anton Ahrens, Audio/Visual 

 

 

 

Words to hymns reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net # A-715286 

CCLI Songs - 1205798;  CCLI Streaming-20738157 

 

Scripture ©2011 Common English Bible. Used by permission. 

  

    

 


