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S Sherwood Episcopal Church                                    

                                                      Five Sherwood Road 
     C   Cockeysville-Hunt Valley, MD 21030 

  
 410-666-2180                                                                     sherwoodcockeysville.org 
   
            Eighth Sunday After Pentecost                                     July 26, 2020  
            10 AM                                                     Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

 Watch live on our Facebook page and our website at 10 am, and on our YouTube channel after 2 pm  

THE WORD OF GOD  

 Prelude      Prelude in E Flat - Alexandre Guilmant            
       Mr. Greg Sesek, Music Director & Organist 

Welcome and Announcements                              The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey, Rector  

THE OPENING SENTENCES  
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom now and forever. Amen.  

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  

HYMN            I, The Lord Of Sea And Sky (Here I am, Lord) 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin 
My hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
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I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them, 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us pray.   

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing 
is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and 
guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

THE FIRST READING                              Romans 8:26-39 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a 
large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he 
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
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What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 
also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God 
who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, 
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 105:1-11, 45b                Said in unison              

1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
and speak of all his marvelous works. 

3 Glory in his holy Name; * 
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

4 Search for the LORD and his strength; * 
continually seek his face. 

5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
O children of Jacob his chosen. 

7 He is the LORD our God; * 
his judgments prevail in all the world. 

8 He has always been mindful of his covenant, * 
the promise he made for a thousand generations: 

9 The covenant he made with Abraham, * 
the oath that he swore to Isaac, 

10 Which he established as a statute for Jacob, * 
an everlasting covenant for Israel, 
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11 Saying, “To you will I give the land of Canaan * 
to be your allotted inheritance.” 

45b Hallelujah! 
  

ALLELUIA 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness; 
And all these things shall be added unto you. 
Allelu, Alleluia! 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Allelu, Alleluia! 

THE HOLY GOSPEL              Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding 
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 
fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 
into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will 
come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of 
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

ALLELUIA 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness; 
And all these things shall be added unto you. 
Allelu, Alleluia! 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Allelu, Alleluia! 

 
THE SERMON                                 The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey 

 
Following the sermon, let us pause for a period of silent reflection on God’s holy word. 
  

 Organ Voluntary                     Mr. Greg Sesek  

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                           BCP pg. 358  

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
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            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Celebrant  
Mercifully receive our prayers, O God, that we may know your ways and follow 
where you lead, responding, Hear us Lord. 

For those who are seeking a spiritual home, that they may be inspired to seek a faith 
community and receive a deep sense of God’s presence as they explore what is 
stirring inside them; let us pray.  
Hear us Lord. 

That we may be set free from the need to claim our worthiness through possessions 
and position, so that we may discover our true identity in the life and hope of the 
Holy Spirit; let us pray. 
Hear us Lord. 

Guide the leaders of our Church, diocese and congregation that there may be mutual 
respect across, and a renewed sense of partnership in bringing God’s Kingdom into 
the most troubled corners of our neighborhoods and nations; let us pray.  
Hear us Lord. 

Encourage our civic leaders to modify their convictions with compromise, that there 
may be a renewal of hope for those who live in poverty, unemployment, and lack of 
education opportunities; let us pray.  
Hear us Lord. 

Reveal the unfolding beauty of creation, the uniqueness of seasons, and the joy and 
wonder of your handicraft, that we may delight in guarding these gifts; let us pray. 
Hear us Lord. 
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Hold in your arms of mercy for the ill, poor, hungry, oppressed, and those impacted 
by COVID-19. We ask for your prayers especially for those on our parish prayer list: 
Sally, Avery, Deryk, Lorraine, Debbie, Elizabeth, Shannon, Jeff & Kim, Norma, 
Sharon, Mary Rose, Margaret, Ed, Laura, Steve, Joyce, Hayley, Christine, Richard, 
Mike and his family, Kendall, Jean, Marge, Sarah, Becky, Joe, the Smith family, David, 
Gail, Suzanne, the Frost family, Margaret S., Ruth Ann, Mark, the Jackson family, 
Charles, Steve W., Pam, Denise, Joan, Michelle, Joe G., Carole, and Rosalie; let us 
pray.  
Hear us Lord. 
 
We thank you for the blessings of this life; especially for those celebrating birthdays 
including Kathleen; let us pray.  
Hear us Lord. 

Gracious God, give to the departed eternal rest in your loving arms; let us pray;  
Hear us Lord.  

Celebrant   
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are 
gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, our Creator, Redeemer and 
Sustainer. Amen.  

 THE CONFESSION OF SIN                 BCP pg. 360  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
Silence is kept  
Most merciful God, we confess that we 
have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by 
what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen.  
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.   

THE PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
The people greet one another virtually with a sign of God’s peace.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                        BCP pg. 364  

Let us pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  

The Celebrant pronounces a blessing over the people, and the people respond, 
Amen.  
  
DISMISSAL   
As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our commitment 
to our mission as a congregation:  
God commands us to enthusiastically cast open our doors to embrace all, impacting 
lives through bold service, no exceptions!   

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Alleluia, Alleluia!  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!   

HYMN - 376    Joyful, joyful, we adore thee 
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1. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 
hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
drive the dark of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day! 
 
2. All thy works with joy surround thee, 
earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 
stars and angels sing around thee, 
center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
call us to rejoice in thee. 

 
 Postlude                         Postludium - Flor Peeters

                            Mr. Greg Sesek  
  

Worship Participants from Studio Sherwood  
Officiant: The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey  
Music Director & Organist: Greg Sesek 
Choir: Carrie Fowler, Kaitlyn Fowler 

Reader: Kathleen Schotto 
Tech Support: Anne Wismer  

    
Thank you for joining us for our virtual worship this morning. Please be sure to check out our 
Facebook page for updates and also remember to subscribe to our YouTube channel.   

If you are interested in receiving our e-newsletter, please contact Carey Mednick at 
sherwoodparish@gmail.com.  

Announcements  
Thank You CPC: 
In case you haven’t seen the photos from our e-newsletter, be sure to check them 
out. The Cemetery Perpetual Care (CPC) committee helps to take care of our 
property and the weeding and mulching of our flower beds has been done … in this 
heat! Thank you CPC!  
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Something Different for Worship Next Sunday: 
While Mother Nancy is on vacation, next Sunday we will have Morning Prayer 
instead of our usual Holy Eucharist service. Thank you to Greg and Cassidy who 
plan to offer us wonderful music, and Jack and Jane Turnbull who will lead us in 
Morning Prayer. Be sure to print off the bulletin from the Saturday e-newsletter or 
pull out your Book of Common Prayer (pg. 75) beforehand so you can fully participate 
in the service. Morning Prayer once was the chief Sunday service in most Anglican 
churches on three out of four Sundays, the First Sunday usually being a celebration 
of Holy Communion. Although Morning Prayer is not standard on Sundays, we are 
all encouraged to adapt it our daily prayer life.  

CyberCoffee Following Worship @ 11 AM:  
We had a great turnout for our first ever CyberCoffee via Zoom. We had a chance to 
“lay eyes” on our familiar friends and meet some new friends. It was good to hear 
how everyone is coping during this pandemic. Plan to join us again this Sunday. 
Our new time will be 11 am. So, bring a beverage, pull up a chair, and click on the 
Zoom invitation that will be in our Saturday e-newsletter. We look forward to 
seeing you! 

 
Upcoming Vacation: 
Mother Nancy will be on her “staycation” beginning Monday, July 27 through 
Saturday, August 8. She will be available for pastoral emergencies; if you need 
assistance, please call 410-666-2180 or e-mail Carey Mednick. 
 
Summer Youth Book Club: 
Mother Nancy and seminarian Kathleen Schotto will be hosting a book club this 
summer for the younger members of our congregation. We will be delving into C. S. 
Lewis’, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, a fantasy novel and one of the seven 
novels in The Chronicles of Narnia. We anticipate several one-hour Zoom gatherings 
on a day and time determined by the group. Interested? Email Carey. 
 
Doing Our Part: 
The invitation is still open if you’d like to send in a photo of yourself or anyone else 
wearing a mask. The video Carey produced is great (Check it out!) but we can add 
some more photos. Join us in doing our part to curb the virus. Be creative, snap a 
photo and send it to Carey. Thank you! 
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