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S Sherwood Episcopal Church                                    

                                                      Five Sherwood Road 
     C   Cockeysville-Hunt Valley, MD 21030 

  
 410-666-2180                                                                     sherwoodcockeysville.org 
   
            Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost                                            September 13, 2020  
            10 AM                                                   Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

 Watch live on our Facebook page and our website at 10 am, and on our YouTube channel after 2 pm  

THE WORD OF GOD 

 Introit                         Ave verum corpus - Edward Elgar 
                 Cassidy Dixon & Carrie Fowler, Choir
         Mr. Greg Sesek, Music Director & Organist 

Welcome and Announcements   The Reverend Nancy H. Hennessey, Rector                                
         
THE OPENING SENTENCES  
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom now and forever. Amen.  

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  

HYMN - 665       All my hope on God is founded               

1 All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew, 
me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown,he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 

 
2 Mortal pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
though with care and toil he buildeth, 
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tower and temple, fall to dust. 
But God's power, hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 
3 God's great goodness e’er endureth, 
deep his wisdom passing thought: 
splendour, light, and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of naught. 
Evermore from his store 
new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 
5 Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ, his Son. 
Christ doth call one and all: 
ye who follow shall not fall. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us pray.   

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your 
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

THE FIRST READING                               Romans 14:1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 
Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must 
not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to 
pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or 
fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, 
observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since 
they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and 
give thanks to God. 
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We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to 
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we 
die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might 
be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise 
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it 
is written, 

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall give praise to God." 

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 114                          Said in unison              

1 Hallelujah! 
When Israel came out of Egypt, * 
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 

2 Judah became God's sanctuary * 
and Israel his dominion. 

3 The sea beheld it and fled; * 
Jordan turned and went back. 

4 The mountains skipped like rams, * 
and the little hills like young sheep. 

5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 
O Jordan, that you turned back? 

6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 
you little hills like young sheep? 

7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 
at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 
and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 
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 ALLELUIA 

  
THE HOLY GOSPEL                         Matthew 18:21-35 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 
to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed 
him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord 
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, 
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity 
for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that 
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 
Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until 
he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they 
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord 
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” 



5  
  

 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

THE SERMON                    The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey 
 
Following the sermon, let us pause for a period of silent reflection on God’s holy word. 
  

 Organ Meditation                   Mr. Greg Sesek  

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                           BCP pg. 358  

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Celebrant  
Mercifully receive our prayers, O God, that we may know your ways and follow 
where you lead, responding, Hear us Lord. 

For those who are seeking a spiritual home, that they may be inspired to seek a faith 
community and receive a deep sense of God’s presence as they explore what is 
stirring inside them; let us pray.  
Hear us Lord. 

That we may be set free from the need to claim our worthiness through possessions 
and position, so that we may discover our true identity in the life and hope of the 
Holy Spirit; let us pray. 
Hear us Lord. 

Guide the leaders of our Church, diocese and congregation that there may be mutual 
respect across, and a renewed sense of partnership in bringing God’s Kingdom into 
the most troubled corners of our neighborhoods and nations; let us pray.  
Hear us Lord. 

Encourage our civic leaders to modify their convictions with compromise, that there 
may be a renewal of hope for those who live in poverty, unemployment, and lack of 
education opportunities; let us pray.  
Hear us Lord. 

Reveal the unfolding beauty of creation, the uniqueness of seasons, and the joy and 
wonder of your handicraft, that we may delight in guarding these gifts; let us pray. 
Hear us Lord. 

Hold in your arms of mercy for the ill, poor, hungry, oppressed, and those impacted 
by COVID-19. We ask for your prayers especially for those on our parish prayer list: 
Sally, Avery, Lorraine, Debbie, Elizabeth, Shannon, Jeff & Kim, Norma, Sharon, 
Margaret, Ed, Laura, Steve, Joyce, Christine, Richard, Mike and his family, Kendall, 
Jean, Marge, Sarah, Joe, Gail, Suzanne, the Frost family, Margaret S., Ruth Ann, Mark, 
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Steve W., Pam, Denise, Joan, Michelle, Joe G., Carole, Rosalie, Hannah, Tom, Jay, 
Joell+, Stan, the Beavers family, Rick; the Hardy family, Pris, and all who are 
impacted by the devastating fires on the West Coast, let us pray.  
Hear us Lord. 

 
We thank you for the blessings of this life; especially for those celebrating birthdays 
including Larry and Mother Nancy; let us pray. 
Hear us Lord. 

Gracious God, give to the departed eternal rest in your loving arms. We especially 
remember and give thanks for the life of Nellie Merryman Hardy; dear wife of 
Wilson Hardy and dear sister of Frances Love Merryman; let us pray.  
Hear us Lord.  

Celebrant   
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are 
gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, our Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sustainer. Amen.  

 THE CONFESSION OF SIN                 BCP pg. 360  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
Silence is kept  
Most merciful God, we confess that we 
have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by 
what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen.  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.   
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THE PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
The people greet one another virtually with a sign of God’s peace.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                        BCP pg. 364  

Let us pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  

The Celebrant pronounces a blessing over the people, and the people respond, 
Amen.  
  
DISMISSAL   
As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our commitment 
to our mission as a congregation:  
 
God commands us to enthusiastically cast open our doors to embrace all, impacting 
lives through bold service, no exceptions!   

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Alleluia, Alleluia!  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!   
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HYMN - 473   Lift high the cross 

[Refrain] Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 
till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
1 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 
the hosts of God in conqu'ring ranks combine. [Refrain] 

 
3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
as thou hast promised, draw the world to thee. [Refrain] 
 
4 So shall our song of triumph ever be:  
praise to the Crucified for victory. [Refrain]  

 
 Postlude                                         March – Edward Elgar 

      Mr. Greg Sesek  
 

Worship Participants from Studio Sherwood  
Officiant: The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey  
Music Director & Organist: Greg Sesek 

Choir: Cassidy Dixon, Carrie Fowler 
Lector: Sheila Fitzgerald 

Broadcast Engineer: Anne Wismer  
   

Thank you for joining us for our virtual worship this morning. Please be sure to check out our 
Facebook page for updates and also remember to subscribe to our YouTube channel.   

If you are interested in receiving our e-newsletter, please contact Carey Mednick at 
sherwoodparish@gmail.com.  

This Week @ Sherwood 

Saturday  
Diocesan Convention via Zoom 9 am – 4 pm 

Monday 
Office Closed 

Thursday 
Mother Nancy Office Hours (E-mail or call her to make an appt.) 
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Announcements  

Save the Date! 
We are looking at having our annual Blessing of the Animals on Sunday, October 4. 
Plans are being made and we hope to invite anyone with a furry friend or even a 
beloved stuffed animal to come by the church following our virtual worship to 
receive a prayer and a blessing for your animal friend(s).  

Volunteers for Children and Adult Christian Formation: 
Mother Nancy is looking into several options for Christian Formation for all ages. 
Remember our spiritual formation doesn’t end when we finish school. There are 
some excellent resources available that will allow us to provide education via Zoom 
or in small groups. This will allow us to stay engaged and explore our faith with 
one another during COVID-19. If you would like to work alongside Mother Nancy 
in leading an adult or children Christian Formation group, please speak to her. No 
experience is necessary, except your love to share the gospel and your faith with 
others.  

Want to be a CyberCoffee Host? 
We will be offering a CyberCoffee Hour twice a month starting next Sunday, 
September 20 @ 11 am. This will be done via Zoom and gives us an opportunity to 
touch base with one another as we would normally do during our coffee hour. The 
Zoom link will be provided, all a host/hostess would need to do is log onto Zoom 
by 10:55 am and be a smiling and welcoming face for anyone who joins for 
CyberCoffee. Interested? Email Karyn Galletto or contact Carey Mednick. Thank 
you! 

Diocesan Convention this Weekend: 
The 236th annual convention of the Diocese of Maryland will take place on Saturday, 
September 12 from 9 am–4 pm. It will be done remotely via Zoom. Anne Wismer is 
our lay delegate and Sheila Fitzgerald, our alternate lay delegate. It will be like no 
other diocesan convention we have attended. There will be a report from the 
Sherwood delegation following the convention.  

Outdoor Movie Night for Our Youth!  
On the evening of Saturday, September 19 the youth and their families are invited to 
attend an outdoor movie night at the home of the Strong Family. We will be seeing 
the movie “The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe”. Some 
of the youth participated in a book study on C. S. Lewis’ book led by seminarian 
Kathleen Schotto. Everyone will bring their own chairs, snacks, and drinks and we 
will take safety precautions. Interested in joining us? Contact Mother Nancy.  
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