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S Sherwood Episcopal Church                                    

                                                      Five Sherwood Road 
     C   Cockeysville-Hunt Valley, MD 21030 

  
 410-666-2180                                                                     sherwoodcockeysville.org 
   
            Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost                                November 8, 2020      
            10 AM                                                   Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Watch live on our Facebook page and our website at 10 am, and on our YouTube channel after 2 pm     

THE WORD OF GOD 

Introit                                              Never weather-beaten sail – Charles Wood 
Cassidy Dixon, Soprano 

Mr. Greg Sesek, Music Director & Organist 

Never weather-beaten sail more willing bent to shore, 
never tired pilgrim limbs affected slumber more, 
Than my weary spirit now longs to fly out of my troubled breast: 
O come quickly, sweetest Lord, and take my soul to rest! 
 
Ever blooming are the joys of heav’n’s high Paradise, 
Old age deafs not there our ears nor vapour dims our eyes: 
Glory there the sun outshines; whose beams the Blessèd only see: 
O come quickly, come quickly, glorious Lord, and raise my soul to 
Thee!  (Thomas Campion) 

Welcome and Announcements    The Reverend Nancy H. Hennessey, Rector                                       

THE OPENING SENTENCES  
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom now and forever. Amen.  

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS – S277                                                            Setting by David Hurd  
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of 
the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this 
hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power 
and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 
where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.         

THE FIRST READING                          Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the 
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before 
God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long 
ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the 
Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the 
River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. 

“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put 
away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 
the LORD. Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or 
the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my 
household, we will serve the LORD.” 

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to 
serve other gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up 
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in 
our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples 
through whom we passed; and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the 
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our 
God.” 

But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is 
a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake 
the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume 
you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve 
the LORD!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves 
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that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He 
said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to 
the LORD, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will 
serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, 
and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 78:1-7  Said in unison              

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3 That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us, * 
we will not hide from their children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, * 
and the wonderful works he has done. 

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob 
and established a law for Israel, * 
which he commanded them to teach their children; 

6 That the generations to come might know, 
and the children yet unborn; * 
that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 

7 So that they might put their trust in God, * 
and not forget the deeds of God, 
but keep his commandments; 

 
ALLELUIA 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                         Matthew 25:1-13 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the 
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them 
became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and 
trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you 
and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And 
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 
with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 
you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor 
the hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

THE SERMON                                             The Reverend Nancy H. Hennessey  
Following the sermon, let us pause for a period of silent reflection on God’s holy word. 

 Organ Meditation                   Mr. Greg Sesek  

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                           BCP pg. 358  
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
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    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Celebrant  
Mercifully receive our prayers, O God, that we may know your ways and follow 
where you lead, responding, Hear us Lord. 

For those who are seeking a spiritual home, that they may be inspired to seek a faith 
community and receive a deep sense of God’s presence as they explore what is 
stirring inside them; let us pray.  
Hear us Lord. 

That we may be set free from the need to claim our worthiness through possessions 
and position, so that we may discover our true identity in the life and hope of the 
Holy Spirit; let us pray. 
Hear us Lord. 

Guide the leaders of our Church, diocese and congregation that there may be 
mutual respect across, and a renewed sense of partnership in bringing God’s 
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Kingdom into the most troubled corners of our neighborhoods and nations; let us 
pray.  
Hear us Lord. 

Encourage our civic leaders to modify their convictions with compromise, that there 
may be a renewal of hope for those who live in poverty, unemployment, and lack of 
education opportunities; let us pray.  
Hear us Lord. 

Reveal the unfolding beauty of creation, the uniqueness of seasons, and the joy and 
wonder of your handicraft, that we may delight in guarding these gifts; let us pray. 
Hear us Lord. 

Hold in your arms of mercy for the ill, poor, hungry, oppressed, and those impacted 
by COVID-19. We ask for your prayers especially for those on our parish prayer list: 
Sally, Debbie, Shannon, Jeff & Kim, Norma, Sharon, Margaret, Ed, Laura, Joyce, 
Christine, Mike and his family, Kendall, Jean, Marge, Sarah, Joe, Gail, Mark, Steve W., 
Pam, Michelle, Joe G., Carole, Jay, Stan, Rick; David C., Ella Mae, Steve & Debbie, 
Jeanetta, Christina, Khalil, Patricia, Samantha, and Courtney; let us pray.  
Hear us Lord. 

 
We thank you for the blessings of this life; especially for those celebrating birthdays 
and anniversaries; let us pray. 
Hear us Lord. 

Gracious God, give to the departed eternal rest in your loving arms; let us pray.  
Hear us Lord.  

Celebrant   
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and 
women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with 
your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them 
courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of your abiding 
presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you 
are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, our Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sustainer. Amen.  

 THE CONFESSION OF SIN                 BCP pg. 360  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
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Silence is kept  
Most merciful God, we confess that we 
have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by 
what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen.  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life. Amen.   

THE PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
The people greet one another virtually with a sign of God’s peace.  

A Special Note: Stewardship 2020-2021  
Our annual Stewardship Campaign has begun. The theme this year is “Faith-Filled 
Generosity.” Stewardship letters will be sent out in the coming week. In the 
meantime, through prayer and reflection, how will you use the gifts you have been 
given to help our church this coming year? How will you hear the Gospel call to 
seek and serve Christ in all people, and respond with generosity? 

If you are not on our mailing list and would like to pledge support to Sherwood for 
2021–in time, talent and treasure, please contact Carey Mednick at 
sherwoodparish@gmail.com. Thank you.  

We continue to do God’s work and your contributions of any size make a huge difference. 
You may now contribute online via our website. Go here to check it out. 
(sherwoodcockeysville.org/give) Or if you would prefer, mail in your contribution to 5 
Sherwood Road, Cockeysville, 21030. We are checking the mail regularly and depositing any 
checks. Thank you!  

mailto:sherwoodparish@gmail.com
https://sherwoodcockeysville.org/give/
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY HYMN – 253                                    Give us the wings of faith to rise  
Cassidy Dixon, Soprano 

1. Give us the wings of faith to rise 
within the veil, and see 
the saints above, how great their joys, 
how bright their glories be. 
2. We ask them whence their victory came; 
they, with united breath, 
ascribe their conquest to the Lamb, 
their triumph to his death. 
3. They marked the footsteps that he trod, 
his zeal inspired their quest, 
and following their incarnate God, 
they reached the promised rest. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                Eucharistic Prayer B – BCP pg. 367  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS – S124 Setting by David Hurd  

 

The Celebrant gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s passion and resurrection 
and prayers over the bread and wine. 
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory.  

The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic prayer and at the conclusion says 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.  

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

AGNUS DEI – S161                 Lamb of God  

 
A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Episcopal Prayer Book for the Armed Forces (1988)  

Celebrant: 
Let us say together the prayer for spiritual communion. 
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In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where 
the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 
thanksgiving. We remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your 
resurrection; we await your coming in glory. And since we cannot receive you 
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come 
spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, 
and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this 
life and in the life to come. Amen.  

The Celebrant pronounces a blessing over the People, and the People respond, Amen.  

HYMN - 579   Almighty Father, strong to save 

1 Almighty Father, strong to save, 
whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 
its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 
2 O Christ, whose voice the waters heard 
and hushed their raging at thy word, 
who walkedst on the foaming deep, 
and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 
3 Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
upon the chaos dark and rude, 
and bid its angry tumult cease, 
and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 
4 O Trinity of love and power, 
thy children shield in danger’s hour; 
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
protect them wheresoe’er they go; 
thus evermore shall rise to thee 
glad hymns of praise from land and sea

. . 
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DISMISSAL   
As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our commitment 
to our mission as a congregation:  
God commands us to enthusiastically cast open our doors to embrace all, impacting 
lives through bold service, no exceptions!   
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Alleluia, Alleluia!  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!   

Postlude                                  Choral cistercien pour une Élévation - Jehan Alain 
       Mr. Greg Sesek  
 

         Worship Participants from Studio Sherwood 
                                     Officiant: The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey 
                                       Music Director & Organist: Greg Sesek 
                                                    Soloist: Cassidy Dixon 
                                                     Lector: Laure Covert 
                                       Broadcast Engineer: Stephanie Everts  
 
Thank you for joining us for our virtual worship this morning. Please be sure to check out our 
Facebook page for updates and also remember to subscribe to our YouTube channel. 
If you are interested in receiving our e-newsletter, please contact Carey Mednick at 
sherwoodparish@gmail.com. 

                                                      This Week @ Sherwood

Sunday 
Communion by the Red Door 11:15-11:45 am 

Virtual Pilgrimage with Well for the Journey 3-4:30 pm 

Monday 
Office closed 

 
Tuesday 

Bible Study via Zoom @ 2 pm 
 

Thursday 
Mother Nancy in the office (please call or e-mail her for appt.) 

Broadmead Bible Study @ 2 pm
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Announcements  

Communion by the Red Door Today: 
Receive the Eucharist and blessings from Mother Nancy right from your car from 
11:15-11:45 am. Masks and gloves will be worn and each wafer has been carefully and 
safely wrapped. We hope to see you Sunday! 

Take a Virtual Pilgrimage This Afternoon from 3 to 4:30 pm:  
El Camino de Santiago de Compostela (The Way of St. James) 
https://www.caminosantiagodecompostela.com/ is a network of routes across Spain 
and Europe which all lead to Santiago de Compostela, in the northwest of Spain. In 
the Middle Ages, these routes were walked as a pilgrimage to the tomb of the apostle 
St. James. Nowadays, tens of thousands walk or cycle the Camino de Santiago every 
year in an epic journey.  

In this time of restricted travel, join Well for the Journey https://wellforthejourney.org 
for a virtual walk along 500 miles of this ancient footpath. Learn the history of the 
Camino from the Reverend Scott Slater, a pilgrim who completed it in 2016. Hear his 
experiences of the daily routine of walking 15-20 miles a day for over a month along 
with stories of encountering other pilgrims on the way. This 90-minute virtual journey 
will include personal photos, videos, and first-hand experiences that will enable 
participants to understand the physical and spiritual challenges and joys associated 
with this journey. 
 
Learn more and register here. https://wellforthejourney.org/event/camino-de-
santiago-a-virtual-pilgrimage/ While you’re there, take a look at all of the wonder 
programs and resources Well for the Journey has to offer.  

Election Day Morning Prayer: 
Thank you to everyone who joined Mother Nancy for Morning Prayer on Tuesday. 
Several people have expressed that they would like to have Morning Prayer on a 
regular basis. If you are interested, please email Carey Mednick.  
 
Do You Know Someone Who Would Enjoy Forward Day-by-Day? 
Extra copies of the Nov/Dec/Jan issue are available in the blue bin on the parish office 
porch. 

 

 

https://www.caminosantiagodecompostela.com/
https://wellforthejourney.org/
https://wellforthejourney.org/event/camino-de-santiago-a-virtual-pilgrimage/
mailto:sherwoodparish@gmail.com
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VETERANS DAY  
NOVEMBER 11, 2020 

 
On this special day, we pause to honor those who have served  

our country in war and peace. Among those are many from our  
Sherwood community, both past and present.  

Flags have been placed on the graves of all known veterans in  
Sherwood Cemetery by the CPC (Cemetery Perpetual Care)  

from the War of 1812 to the present—more than 60 in all. 
 

        A special thank you to parishioners 
           who have served our country: 

Bill Brack—Coast Guard Reserve, Cuban Missile Crisis 
Guy Carpenter—Army 

Gregory Davis—Army, Vietnam 
Bill Galetto—Air Force Reserve, Cuban Missile Crisis 

Henry Gohlinghorst—Army, Vietnam 
Floyd Huffman—Army, Korean Conflict 

Reach out, thank a veteran, and take time to  
raise a prayer of gratitude to those who have guarded  

our freedoms and served their country with honor. 
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