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S Sherwood Episcopal Church                                     
                                           Five Sherwood Road  

 Cockeysville-Hunt Valley, MD 21030  
    
          410-666-2180                                                                          sherwoodcockeysville.org 

         December 25, 2020/The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day 9 am 

                                                            
 
Giver of all that is good, we thank you today for the gift of your Son Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who was born into poverty in a hard and cruel time, who gave himself for us, 
and lives with you in glory. 
 
We thank you for all your friends and prophets, who have gone before us, and those 
who taught us to celebrate this feast of the Nativity with beloved Scripture, and 
beloved carols and loud rejoicing; help us to teach those who come after us that 
Christmas is a holy time, a time to seek reconciliation and peace. 
 
Bless us, Lord, as we seek Christ in the lowly managers of this world, bless us, as we 
seek to honor the mystery of the Incarnation in our midst, remembering always that 
you made us, and all humanity, in your divine image.  
 
Help us to gladly welcome today, and all days, Your Wisdom, Your Power, Your 
Emmanuel, your Prince of Peace. 

Prayer from God With Us, pg. 129 
 

MORNING PRAYER – RITE II  
Officiant: Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the 
people; for to you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   
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Silence is kept  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

Officiant:   Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.   

 People:   Amen.  

THE INVATORY AND THE PSALTER            p. 80, BCP 

Officiant:   Lord, open our lips.   

People:   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.   

All:   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen, Alleluia.  

Officiant:  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him.   

VENITE - Psalm 95:1-7, p. 82, BCP              Said in unison              

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 
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The sea is his, for he made it, * 
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 
 Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

PSALM 97                    Said in unison              
1 The LORD is king! Let the earth rejoice; 
    let the many coastlands be glad! 
 
2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; 
    righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 
 
3 Fire goes before him, 
    and consumes his adversaries on every side. 
 
4 His lightnings light up the world; 
    the earth sees and trembles. 
 
5 The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, 
    before the Lord of all the earth. 
 
6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness; 
    and all the peoples behold his glory. 
 
7 All worshipers of images are put to shame, 
    those who make their boast in worthless idols; 
    all gods bow down before him. 
 
8 Zion hears and is glad, 
    and the towns of Judah rejoice, 
    because of your judgments, O God. 
 
9 For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; 
    you are exalted far above all gods. 
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10 The LORD loves those who hate evil; 
    he guards the lives of his faithful; 
    he rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 
 
11 Light dawns for the righteous, 
    and joy for the upright in heart. 
 
12 Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, 
    and give thanks to his holy name! 

 
  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

THE LESSONS  

 The First Lesson                 Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

CANTICLE 15  The Song of Mary Magnificat - Luke 1:46-55          Said in unison              

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 

in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE SECOND LESSON            Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
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because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth 
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see― I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

REFLECTION BY MOTHER NANCY 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

Officiant and People together, all standing:  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,     
creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.     
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit      
    and born of the Virgin Mary.      
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,          
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                 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.      
He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.      
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,     
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins  
the resurrection of the body,      
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

THE PRAYERS  

The People stand or kneel  

Officiant:   The Lord be with you  

People:  And also with you.  

 Officiant:  Let us pray ...  

Officiant and People:  

Our Father, who art in heaven,       
hallowed be thy Name,       
thy kingdom come,       
thy will be done,           
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,       
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,       
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,       
and the power, and the glory,       
for ever and ever. Amen.  
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THE SUFFRAGES                       A, pg. 97, BCP 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, 
and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again 
and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy 
Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor 
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

A COLLECT FOR PEACE   
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to 
serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our 
enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we 
offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and 
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen.  
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INTERCESSIONS  

There will be a moment of silence so you may offer your prayers and thanksgiving 
either silently or aloud. We also invite you to share your prayers of thanksgiving in the 
comments section of our Facebook feed.  

Officiant:  Let us pray.   

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING   

Officiant and People:   
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your  
unworthy servants give you humble thanks for  
all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and  
to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for 
the hope of glory.  

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves 
to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 
righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages. Amen.  

CLOSING PRAYER  

 Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord.  
 People:  Thanks be to God.  

Officiant:  May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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