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  Sherwood Episcopal Church 
                      Five Sherwood Road 
        Cockeysville-Hunt Valley, MD 21030 

410-666-2180                                                   sherwoodcockeysville.org 

Pentecost Sunday                                                         May 23, 2021 
10 am                                                 Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

  Watch live on our Facebook page and our website at 10 am, and on our YouTube channel after the service. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Prelude                      Prelude on Veni Creator Spiritus 

Welcome and Announcements                      The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey, Rector 

Please stand as you are able. 

THE OPENING SENTENCES                                                                     BCP pg. 355 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 



2 
 

HYMN - 504                                   Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire                              

1 Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
and lighten with celestial fire. 

2 Thou the anointing Spirit art, 
who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 

3 Thy blessèd unction from above 
is comfort, life, and fire of love. 

4 Enable with perpetual light 
the dullness of our blinded sight. 

5 Anoint and cheer our soiled face 
with the abundance of thy grace. 

6 Keep far our foes, give peace at home: 
where thou art guide, no ill can come. 

7 Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
and thee, of both, to be but One, 

8 that through the ages all along, 
this may be our endless song: 

9 praise to thy eternal merit, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and 
nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout 
the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the 
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

THE FIRST READING                                            Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. 
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how 
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But 
others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men 
of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 
what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock 
in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

`In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 
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And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ “ 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 104:25-35, 37                   Read responsively by whole verse   

25 O LORD, how manifold are your works! * 
in wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures. 

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea 
with its living things too many to number, * 
creatures both small and great. 

27 There move the ships, 
and there is that Leviathan, * 
which you have made for the sport of it. 

28 All of them look to you * 
to give them their food in due season. 

29 You give it to them; they gather it; * 
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 
you take away their breath, 
and they die and return to their dust. 

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
and so you renew the face of the earth. 

32 May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; * 
may the LORD rejoice in all his works. 
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33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

34 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; * 
I will praise my God while I have my being. 

35 May these words of mine please him; * 
I will rejoice in the LORD. 

37 Bless the LORD, O my soul. * 
Hallelujah! 

  
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GOSPEL AFFIRMATION                                                            

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                              John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you 
from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on 
my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me from the 
beginning. “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was 
with you. But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 
‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has 
filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I 
go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I 
will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about 
sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in 
me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me 
no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 
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“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on 
his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things 
that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.  
 

THE SERMON                   The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey, Rector  
 
Said by all, standing as you are able.                                                         

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS       BCP pg. 292 

Celebrant:  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your 
commitment to Jesus Christ? 

People:  I do. 

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father? 

People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
       He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
             and born of the Virgin Mary. 
       He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
             was crucified, died, and was buried. 
       He descended to the dead. 
       On the third day he rose again. 
       He ascended into heaven, 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
       He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
       the holy catholic Church, 
       the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
       and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People:  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 
repent and return to the Lord? 

People:  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 
Christ? 

People:  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor 
as yourself? 

People:  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect 
the dignity of every human being? 

People:  I will, with God’s help. 

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows: 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new 
birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, 
keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – Form III                                            BCP pg. 387 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 
humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble.  
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

We especially pray for those impacted by COVID-19 as well as those on our 
parish prayer list: Sally, Debbie, Shannon, Jeff & Kim, Norma, Margaret, Ed, 
Laura, Joyce, Christine, Mike and his family, Kendall, Marge, Sarah, Joe, Gail, 
Steve W., Michelle, Joe G., Jay, Steve & Debbie, Jeanetta, Christina, Khalil, 
Charles, Samantha, Courtney, Debbie H., Danny, Sandy & Jack, Virginia, Jacqui, 
Susie H., the Alexander family, Kiernan & Colleen, Linda P., Timothy, Ralph, 
Barbara Y., Jane, and Bill H. 
We give you thanks for the blessings of this life, especially for those celebrating 
birthdays including David, Cecil, and Leslie as well anniversaries. 

Give to the departed eternal rest.  
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 
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The People may add their own petitions. 

Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant 
that we may obtain effectually, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
The people greet one another virtually with a sign of God’s peace.  

Please be seated. 
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We continue to do God’s work and your contributions of any size make a huge difference. Give 
online (sherwoodcockeysville.org/give) or if you would prefer, mail your contribution to 5 
Sherwood Road, Cockeysville, 21030. We check the mail and deposit checks regularly. Thank you!  

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Please remain seated in your per and Mother Nancy will come to you during the 
Eucharist. If you would prefer a blessing in lieu of Communion, please cross your arms 
on your chest. 

OFFERTORY                       The Secret of Christ – Richard Shephard 

For a long time I have held my peace, but now will I speak.  
I will lead the blind in a way they know not, in paths that they have not known I 
will guide them.  
I will turn their darkness into light, and I will not forsake them.  
And he showed me a pure river of the water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding 
out of the throne of God; and on either side of the river was there a tree of life, 
and the leaves of the trees were for the healing of nations.  
Help us, Lord, to persevere in prayer with minds awake and thankful hearts, that 
we may share the secret of Christ with those we meet on our earthly pilgrimage, 
following in the steps of Jesus, our Master and our friend. Amen. 

 (Isaiah 42: 14-16; Revelation 22:1-3)  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                          Eucharistic Prayer A – BCP pg. 361  

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant offers thanks to God for the grace and mercy made available in Christ, and in 
response the people sing: 

https://sherwoodcockeysville.org/give/
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SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS – S125
 

   

 

The Celebrant gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s passion 
and resurrection and prayers over the bread and wine. 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic prayer and at the conclusion says 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                 BCP pg. 364 

The Celebrant says 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

AGNUS DEI                    The Tisbury Service – Richard Shephard 
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A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Episcopal Prayer Book for the Armed Forces (1988)  

Celebrant: 
Let us say together the prayer for spiritual communion. 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, 
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you 
praise and thanksgiving. We remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim 
your resurrection; we await your coming in glory. And since we cannot receive  
you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come 
spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace,  
Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, 
and you in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  

The Celebrant pronounces a blessing over the People, and the People respond, Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN – 516          Come down, O Love divine 

1 Come down, O Love divine, 
seek thou this soul of mine, 
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, 
within my heart appear, 
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
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2 O let it freely burn, 
till earthly passions turn 
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
and let thy glorious light 
shine ever on my sight, 
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

3 And so the yearning strong, 
with which the soul will long, 
shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
for none can guess its grace, 
till Love create a place 
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 

THE DISMISSAL 

As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our 
commitment to our mission as a congregation: 

God commands us to enthusiastically cast open our doors to embrace all, 
impacting lives through bold service, no exceptions. 

Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.  

Postlude                                 Rhapsodie on a Theme for Pentecost - William Faulkes 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God and in memory of  
Virginia “Presh” Risteau Lyon by her family. 
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Worship Participants 
Officiant: The Reverend Nancy H. Hennessey 
Music Director & Organist: Greg Sesek 
Cantor: Cassidy Dixon 
Lector: Fran Gunshol 
Acolyte: Anne Wismer 
Usher: Fran Gunshol 
Broadcast Engineer: Robin Rouleau 

Lay Participants for Sunday, May 30 
Lector: Loretta Cunninghame 
Acolyte: Kevin Hennessey 
Usher: Kevin Hennessey 
Broadcast Engineer: Anne Wismer 
Thank you for joining us for worship. Please be sure to check out our Facebook page for updates and also 
remember to subscribe to our YouTube channel. If you are interested in receiving our e-newsletter, 
please contact Carey Mednick at sherwoodparish@gmail.com.   

This Week at Sherwood & Upcoming Events 

Sunday 
Communion by the Red Door @ 11:15-11:45 am 

Confirmation Class @ noon via Zoom 
 

Monday 
Office Closed 

 
Wednesday 

Mother Nancy’s Office Hours 10 am–3 pm 
 

Thursday 
Truth and Reconciliation Meeting @ 6 pm via Zoom (Mother Nancy)  

 
Saturday 

Waking Up White Book Study @ 9 am via Zoom 
 

mailto:sherwoodparish@gmail.com
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Communion by the Red Door: COVID-safe communion will be this Sunday 
from 11:15 to 11:45 am. We hope to see you there! 
 
Money in the Blue Bin: If you would like to drop off a check or cash, please put 
it in our mailbox (black) as you pull into the driveway on the right by the office. 
The mailbox itself is locked but when the door is opened, there is a slot for the 
mail to be securely deposited. Thank you! 
 
Food Insecurity in Our Diocese: Monday, May 24 from 7–8:30 pm the Rev. Steve 
Holt, rector of Guardian Angel, Baltimore will lead us in a discussion about food 
ministries throughout our diocese. We will share best practices for providing for 
those in need of resources and gain a better understanding of food deserts and 
food scarcity. We will envision how feeding programs will look after the COVID-
19 pandemic. We will also look at how we can share each other’s ministries to 
provide general information for the larger community. Interested? Go to 
https://bit.ly/3v7ip1r 
 
Carey Out of the Office: Please note that Carey will be on vacation from 
Tuesday, May 25–June 1. Please direct any administrative questions or needs to 
Mother Nancy. 
 
Update on Recent CDC COVID-19 Guidelines: Mother Nancy attended the 
biweekly Zoom meeting with clergy and the bishops and received an update on 
regathering guidelines based on the new CDC COVID-19 guidelines. Under the 
diocese’s COVID-19 outline, Baltimore County remains in the Orange Phase. The 
diocese is requiring jurisdictions to have an average new case rate at 10 or below 
for four consecutive weeks. This week was the first time Baltimore County’s case 
rate fell below 10. We are moving in the right direction, but we must be patient. 
In the meantime, the vestry leadership, staff, and Mother Nancy will be looking 
at changes we will be able to make once we enter the yellow stage. More news to 
come and we are seeing the light at the end of the tunnel! Questions? Go 
to https://episcopalmaryland.org/ and check out the section on COVID-19 and 
Regathering.  

https://bit.ly/3v7ip1r
https://episcopalmaryland.org/
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