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       S Sherwood Episcopal Church 
                                            F                       Five Sherwood Road 
              C  C   Cockeysville-Hunt Valley, MD 21030 
 

410-666-2180                                                                                     sherwoodcockeysville.org 

The Epiphany (Observed)                           10 am 
January 2, 2022                    Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 
  Watch live on our Facebook page and our website at 10 am, and on our YouTube channel after the service. 

        

THE WORD OF GOD 

Prelude               Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern  
                                          (How brightly shines the morning star) - Johann Pachelbel 

Welcome and Announcements             The Reverend Nancy H. Hennessey, Rector 
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HYMN - 119 (vs. 1-3)                   As with gladness men of old 

1 As with gladness men of old 
did the guiding star behold; 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious Lord, may we 
evermore be led to thee. 

2 As with joyful steps they sped 
to that lowly manger-bed; 
there to bend the knee before 
him whom heaven and earth adore; 
so may we with willing feet 
ever seek the mercy-seat. 

3 As they offered gifts most rare 
at that manger rude and bare; 
so may we with holy joy, 
pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ! to thee, our heavenly King. 

 
THE OPENING SENTENCES                                                                     BCP pg. 355 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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GLORIA – 96                                Angels we have heard on high 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing through the night, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their brave delight. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
gloria in excelsis Deo. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the 
earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see 
your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

THE FIRST READING                                                           Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon 
you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but 
the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall 
come to your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes 
and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come 
from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then 
you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come 
to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and 
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
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The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14          Read responsively by whole verse 

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King’s Son; 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 

11 All kings shall bow down before him, * 
and all the nations do him service. 

12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 
and the oppressed who has no helper. 

13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
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THE EPISTLE                         Ephesians 3:1-12 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles―for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 
was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to 
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this 
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his 
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of 
God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power. Although I am the 
very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the 
news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan 
of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have 
access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN AT THE SEQUENCE - 128 (vs. 1)                           We three kings of Orient are 

1 We three kings of Orient are, 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, 
moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 

O star of wonder, star of night, 
star with royal beauty bright; 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light! 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                   Matthew 2:1-12 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: `And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’“ Then 
Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set 
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

HYMN AT THE SEQUENCE - 128 (vs. 2-4)                       We three kings of Orient are 

2 Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again, 
King for ever, 
ceasing never 
over us all to reign. 

O star of wonder, star of night, 
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star with royal beauty bright; 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light! 

3 Frankincense to offer have I: 
incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, 
gladly raising, 
worship him, God Most High. 

Refrain 

4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, 
bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 

Refrain 

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.      

THE SERMON           The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey 
    

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                   BCP pg. 358 
Said by all, standing as you are able.                                                         

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
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    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                   Form III, BCP p. 387 

Let us pray. 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
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Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

We pray especially for those impacted by COVID-19 as well those on our parish 
prayer list:, Virginia, Timothy, Margaret S. & family, Louis, Shannon T., Marisa, 
Bill P., Casey, Betsey, Kiernan & Colleen, Lou D., Wayne L., Nancy C., Sheila, 
Hoa, Diane B., Kaylay, Lorraine, Kathy, Butch, Kyle, Irene, the Williams family, 
and Charlotte. 

We thank you for the blessings of this life, including those celebrating birthdays, 
as well as anniversaries, especially Jack & Jane.  

Give to the departed eternal rest. We especially remember the life of Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, spiritual leader for and peacemaker to the world. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
Concluding Collect: 
Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant 
that we may obtain effectually, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
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We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE   

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
The people will greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. Don’t forget to show the sign 
of peace to our friends who are worshiping with us virtually.   

Please be seated. 
We continue to do God’s work and your contributions of any size make a huge difference. 
Give online (sherwoodcockeysville.org/give) or if you would prefer, mail your contribution 
to 5 Sherwood Road, Cockeysville, 21030. Thank you!  

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
All persons, including children, are invited to receive the real and living presence of Jesus 
Christ in the Holy Communion. Come forward to the altar rail at the invitation of the 
ushers. To receive the Bread, extend your hands upward, palms crossed.  If you would 
prefer a blessing in lieu of Communion, please cross your arms on your chest. 

THE OFFERTORY                     

The people are seated while an offering is collected to support God’s mission here at 
Sherwood Church and in the world.  

 
 

https://sherwoodcockeysville.org/give/
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OFFERTORY HYMN – 124 (vs. 1-3)        What star is this, with beams so bright

1 What star is this, with beams so bright, 
more beauteous than the noonday light? 
It shines to herald forth the King, 
and Gentiles to his crib to bring. 

2 True spake the prophet from afar 
who told the rise of Jacob’s star; 
and eastern sages with amaze 
upon the wondrous token gaze. 

3 The guiding star above is bright; 
within them shines a clearer light, 
and leads them on with power benign 
to seek the Giver of the sign. 

Please stand as you are able. 

Celebrant:  All things come of thee, O Lord. 
People:    And of thine own we have given thee.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                          Eucharistic Prayer B – BCP pg. 367  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth … 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 



12 
 

SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS                  Holy, holy, holy 
Setting by Franz Schubert   
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The Celebrant gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s passion and 
resurrection and prayers over the bread and wine. 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

People and Celebrant 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                 BCP pg. 364 

The Celebrant says 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

AGNUS DEI                             Arranged by Andrew Adair 

 

For those who are not able to be present for communion, please pray the Spiritual 
Communion Prayer while communion is distributed.   

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Episcopal Prayer Book for the Armed Forces (1988)  

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We 
remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming 
in glory. And since we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and 
Blood, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us 
with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, 
and you in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER                                                                  BCP pg. 365 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant pronounces a blessing over the people, and the people respond, Amen.  

RECESSIONAL HYMN – 109 (vs. 1-3)                                   The first Nowell  

1 The first Nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields as they lay, keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
born is the King of Israel. 

2 They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far, 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night.  Refrain 

3 And by the light of that same star 
three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went.  Refrain 
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THE DISMISSAL 

As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our 
commitment to our mission as a congregation: 

God commands us to enthusiastically cast open our doors to embrace all, 
impacting lives through bold service, no exceptions. 

Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

Postlude                          

 
Worship Participants 
Celebrant: The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey 
Music Director: Greg Sesek 
Cantor: Cassidy Dixon 
Lector: Loretta Cunninghame 
Acolyte: Anne Wismer 
Usher: Sandy Thompson 
Broadcast Engineer: Robin Rouleau 
 
Lay Participants for Sunday, January 9 
Lectors: Fran Gunshol 
Acolyte: Kevin Hennessey 
Usher: Fran Gunshol 
Broadcast Engineer: Stephanie Everts 

Please keep those with ongoing needs in your prayers: Sally, Debbie, Shannon, 
Norma, Joyce, Christine, Kendall, Marge, Sarah, Gail, Steve W., Michelle, Joe G., 
Jeanetta, Christina, Khalil, Danny, Joe C., Marisa, Bill P., Dante, David D., 
Sandy & Jack, Alice, Debbie R., Marian, John M., and Paige. 
Thank you for joining us for worship. Please be sure to check out our Facebook page for 
updates and also remember to subscribe to our YouTube channel. If you are interested in 
receiving our e-newsletter, please contact Carey Mednick at sherwoodparish@gmail.com. 

mailto:sherwoodparish@gmail.com
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This Week @ Sherwood 

Sunday 
Youth Formation via Zoom @ Noon 

Monday 
Mother Nancy’s day off 

Office closed 

Wednesday 
Office Hours 10 am-3 pm 

 
Update on Sherwood’s Clean Water Project 
To ensure everyone’s safety we will be moving Sherwood’s Clean Water Project 
presentation to a Zoom presentation. Stay tuned for the new date/time for this 
important event. So much has taken place and we are excited to share with the 
Sherwood community how we are ensuring that we are taking care of God’s 
creation on the corner of York and Sherwood roads. You will not want to miss this 
presentation so that any questions you may have can be answered. 
 
A Heartfelt Thank You! 
Words cannot adequately reflect how thankful I am to all the Sherwood 
community for making Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and the first Sunday after 
Christmas memorable and holy. Under the leadership of our Music Director, Greg 
Sesek, our choir gave us the gift of music on Christmas Eve and beyond! Not to 
mention the sacred music he shared through his playing of the organ. Carey 
Mednick, our Parish Administrator, ensured that we all had bulletins, readings, 
and e-news to easily take in the sacred words that the Christmas season brings. 
The Altar and Flower Guild transformed the church from the simple greens of 
Advent into a spectacular array of color, beauty, and light. Our three acolytes on 
Christmas Eve, Mason, Dylan S., and Dylan B., did a remarkable job and ensured a 
reverent tone to the evening. The ushers helped our congregation stay safe while 
still enjoying the sacred beauty of our sanctuary. Our lectors gently guided us  
through our readings and our Broadcast Engineers brought all the services over 
the Christmas weekend into the homes of those who could not be with us in 
person but were with us in spirit. Thank you all! 
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Prayers for Our Seminarians 
Next week, Karen Mercer and Kathleen Schotto will be taking the General 
Ordination Exams (GOE). These are exams taken by all seminarians who desire 
to be ordained. The exams will be held over a three-day period with two exams 
administered each day. Topics covered will address the Holy Scriptures, History 
of the Christian Church, Christian Theology, The Practice of Ministry, Christian 
Worship, and Christian Ethics and Moral Theology. Please keep Karen and 
Kathleen in your prayers as they undertake their exams and rejoice with them 
when the last exam is handed in! 
 
Youth Bible Study This Sunday 
The youth will be meeting @ noon via Zoom this Sunday for their last bible class 
on the early life of Jesus. Mother Nancy and the teachers have been impressed 
with the questions asked by our young people. It is often in the questioning that 
greater understanding can take place. We give thanks to God for their presence 
in our lives and for the fact that they continue to keep us on our toes! 
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Sherwood Episcopal Church 
 

Five Sherwood Road 
Cockeysville, MD 21030 

410-666-2180 
sherwoodcockeysville.org 

 
Sunday Worship at 10 am  

Services are recorded and/or photographed 
 

Parish Office Hours:  
Closed Monday; Wednesday 10 am to 3 pm or by appointment 

 
Parish Staff: 

Rector: The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey – sherwoodrector@gmail.com 
Music Director and Organist: Greg Sesek – gregsesek@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator: Carey Mednick – sherwoodparish@gmail.com 
 

The Vestry of Sherwood Church: 
Senior Warden: Bernice Arnold – arnoldfam805@hotmail.com  

Junior Warden: Ralph Wismer – ralphwismer@outlook.com 
Assistant to the Junior Warden: Anne Wismer– annewismer18@outlook.com 

Treasurer: Charles Roebuck – charles@hgroebuck.com  
Assistant to the Treasurer: Robin Rouleau – robin.rouleau@gmail.com 

Registrar: Joyce Mann - joymann3@hotmail.com 
Members: Laure Covert, Carolyn Fowler  

 
Ministry Contacts: 

Altar Guild and Worship Team: Anne Wismer – annewismer18@outlook.com  
Altar Guild: Sandy Thompson – agthompson1@verizon.net  

Cemetery Perpetual Care: Jack Turnbull – jbul547@gmail.com  
Healing Ministry: Jane Turnbull – turnbull26@gmail.com  

Hospitality: Karyn Galetto – galettobk@verizon.net  
Outreach: Joyce Mann – joymann3@hotmail.com 

http://www.sherwood.episcopalmaryland.org/
mailto:sherwoodrector@gmail.com
mailto:gregsesek@gmail.com
mailto:sherwoodparish@gmail.com
mailto:arnoldfam805@hotmail.com
mailto:annewismer18@outlook.com
mailto:charles@hgroebuck.com
mailto:joymann3@hotmail.com
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