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“Sometimes a choice isn’t between right and wrong or good and bad. Sometimes
you’re choosing between two good options or two bad options. Other times
you’re faced with a plethora of options, none of which are clearly the best for a
particular situation.”
In his Christian ethics classes, my father talks to his students about the
complexity of responsible decision-making. When we’re young, we learn to think
in somewhat black and white terms. If you choose to hit your sibling because
you’re mad at them, that’s bad. If you share your feelings with your sibling so
that you can peacefully resolve your issue, that’s good. But as we move into new
stages of development, we begin to realize that situations that are so clear cut in
terms of how we make decisions are much more rare than we’d like them to be.
As a congregation, we find ourselves in a complex situation in terms of
how we move forward with in-person gatherings. There are reasons to consider
getting together again. The holidays are coming up quickly. Humans are not
meant for social isolation and we know that it would be good for our spirits to see
one another again. And gathering in person to hear the word of God and receive
the sacraments is such an important part of our lives of faith. And yet . . . we are
still in the midst of a pandemic. Gathering would put people’s lives at risk, especially since COVID-19 is having an outsized impact on people over the age of
60. A large majority of our people fall into that category. Furthermore, if we
choose to gather, we risk transmitting the virus not only among our own people,
but to their families and extended community with whom they interact.
What then to do? Our council has faithfully wrestled with this question
throughout these last six months. We have continued to read up on recommendations from public health experts, stayed in contact with the bishop of the Oregon
Synod, and monitored recommendations coming in from our county and state
Covid-19 task forces. So far, the message we continue to hear is that it is not yet
safe to get back together to worship in person.
Recently, a team of callers were able to get in touch with a majority of
congregation members to ask for your feedback. So many of you expressed how
much you miss one another. You miss gathering and keeping up with one another’s lives. And yet, the consistent message we heard is that you would not
come back to worship in person, even if we began to offer that as an option.
Taking all of that feedback into account, the council has made the decision to carry on with our current mode of online worship. Please know that we
will continue to review the situation as more information becomes available and
we remain open to your feedback. I have heard from a few of you that you have
gone to other churches that are gathering in-person. That’s great! We do not see
church attendance as a competition. Churches can all work together to provide
opportunities for worship that meet the needs of people of faith in this very challenging time. And no matter what, we continue to be a community of support for
one another, holding each other in prayer and love. Thanks be to God for that!
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MEET A MEMBER: GAY KRAMER-DODD
While Gay Kramer-Dodd has lived in
Eugene for 25 years, it wasn’t until just recently that she made her way to Emmaus. She was
a member of United Lutheran Church, where
her husband, Tom Dodd, was Pastor during
that time. Following his retirement, they began
the process of looking for a new church home
and ended up at Emmaus in early 2019. She
says “Having had ties with Emmaus during our
years at United, we thought it most likely that would be our new church home, and sure enough,
it has become just that.”
A native of the Pacific Northwest, Gay was born in Aberdeen, Washington and grew up
in Tacoma. Her mother worked in the office of a chiropractor, and her dad was a salesman who
traveled during her younger years until he went into commercial real estate after she was out of
high school. Both were very active in their respective churches, her mother the Presbyterian
Church in which Gay was raised, and her dad the Christian Science Church. She has three siblings, two sisters and a brother.
Gay began her higher education at the University of Puget Sound, but transferred to Pacific Lutheran University after her freshman year. That is where she met Tom, and they were
married right after she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Religion. He was in seminary at the
time.
Following Tom’s graduation from seminary, they moved several times, and she worked
at whatever jobs she could find until their first son, Matthew was born. She then became a stayat-home mom and continued with that after second son, Patrick, was born. During their last
couple of years in Coquille, Oregon, she became the part-time Law Librarian for Coos County.
When they moved to Eugene, Gay returned to being a stay-at-home mom for a few years until
becoming the first “hired” secretary at Episcopal Church of the Resurrection in November of
2000. She retired from that in 2018.
Gay says “I am an inveterate reader and cat lover.” She and Tom have two cats at present. Gay enjoys sewing, knitting, singing and loves to ride her bike and hike. A major volunteer activity of hers, which is well suited to the pandemic, is knitting blankets for the animals at
Greenhill Humane Society. She says “If you have unwanted bits of washable worsted-weight
yarn, I will gladly turn it into critter blankets.”
Gay states, “The church has always been a main part of my life, growing up as a Presbyterian, being confirmed as a Lutheran at PLU, living in a clergy family, and working at a
church. I am thankful to have found another loving church home, this time at Emmaus.” We
are happy that Gay found Emmaus. If you have not had opportunity to welcome her, please
make that a priority when we return to in-person worship!
~Pat Cook~
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School Supplies
For Agnew
Stewart
Middle School
The "God's Work, Our
Hands" distribution of
school supplies to Agnew
Stewart Middle School in
Springfield has been completed. Heidi and Gerry
Stolp delivered seven
large bags of supplies to
the school last Tuesday. Included were four
scientific calculators and
one headset.
We met with the viceprincipal who was very
appreciative. Timing was
good, because the counselors were scheduled to deliver supplies to kids on
Wednesday. Thanks to all
those who donated!
We have also been collecting school supplies for
Lutheran World Relief.
Thank you to those who
donated to this effort as
well.

A Message from the Service Ministry:
"Exercise your right as a citizen to vote. You can return ballots in Oregon by mail and no longer even need a stamp. If
you return your ballot by mail, mail it no later than Oct. 27 to
allow enough time for it to get to the election office to be
counted. Voters can also take advantage of many official drop
sites to return their ballot in person by 8 p.m. on Tue., Nov. 3,
Election Day. If you need help getting your ballot to a drop
site, contact service ministries for help. Be sure to sign the envelop on your sealed ballot."

Sunday School Project: Clothing for Unhoused People
Emmaus Sunday School children are again practicing caring
for the homeless by shopping for warm clothes for the homeless in our area. The children are inviting you to join them this
year by donating money for them to shop with. For the past
few years the children have been learning about the homeless
they see in our community and how to help them with the support of a Thrivent Action Team grant and donations from our
congregation. They have been learning how we as a church
community and they as individuals can help. This year, we are
asking for money donations from the congregation to supplement the Thrivent grant. Please make your checks out to Emmaus, designated to the SS clothing drive.

All children in our congregation are invited to participate in
this activity. This year children will shop as a family unit with
an adult family member on Saturday, November 14, at 10am at
the Bi-Mart near the church. The money will be divided among
the participating family units to spend on items their children
think would help keep a homeless person warm over the winter.
Please call Diane Palmer, 541-844-1218 if you have questions
about this activity.

Worship, Education,
& Fellowship in the Time of
Physical Distancing

WORSHIP


Our worship services are pre-recorded and uploaded to YouTube on Saturday evenings. The
link to the service is available on our website and on Facebook. The link to the bulletin can also
be found on the front page of our website. If you do not have a computer and you would like to
participate, contact Andrew and he’ll get you set up to join by phone.

EDUCATION


Zoom adult forums have started again. We are continuing to use the “Animate Series” from
Fortress Press. Forums are on Sunday mornings at 10:45 after Zoom Fellowship Time.

FELLOWSHIP


On Sunday mornings, we meet for Zoom Fellowship Time at 10:15. The link for this is sent out
in our weekly worship e-mail.



Every Wednesday, we hold a 30 minute Zoom “coffee break” at 9:00 am. This meeting gives
us a chance to catch up with fellow members in a small group format.

BOOK GROUP


We are starting a reading group focused on books that help us understand the reality of racism
in our country and our denomination. Our first book will be Dear Church: A Love Letter from a
Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the U.S., by Lenny Duncan, an ordained ELCA
pastor. If you are interested in being part of this group, please e-mail Lynn Kahle, our council
representative for service (service@emmaueugene.org). There is still time to join us! We will
be deciding on a framework and time in the coming weeks.

Seeking Volunteers for Worship Roles!


Would you like to be a reader for our weekly worship services? Would you be interested in
writing prayers? Do you know how to record a video of yourself for special worship segments? Do you like to take pictures? We could use your help! Please contact Andrew or Pastor Rachel if you’d like to be involved in our worship services in one of these ways or if you
have another idea for worship. Liturgy is work we do together, so please consider joining us!

Council Guidelines for Building Use through October

Using Our
Website
Do you know what resources are available
on our website?


On the front page
there are links to the
most recent worship
service recording, bulletin, and educational
video.



You can also find a
link to our blog on the
front page.



If you go to the top of
the page where the
drop down menus are
and click on the
“MENU” tab, you’ll see
tabs that lead you to
past sermons, service
videos, educational
offerings, and more.



On the top of the page
on the right, the
“DONATE” link allows
you to give online.

Summary: Based on current guidance from the Oregon Governor, the Oregon
Synod, and public health agencies, we do not anticipate gathering in person in our
building in large groups through at least October. We will continue with our current virtual offerings and involve the whole community to the extent possible. The
church office will be open during this time; however, we ask people not to come
into the office to do business, but to use phone calls or email to communicate.
These guidelines are intended to keep our community safe. Please contact the Facility Use Sub-committee (Pastor Rachel, Andrew, Jane Batterson, Brent Johnson,
Peter Kugler, or Kathleen Kerr) with any questions.
Building Use Considerations:
•

The building remains available as long as safety guidelines are followed.

•

Please check the church calendar on Breeze before going to the building to ensure the space you are intending to use is available. Reserving the space you
are intending to use is encouraged. Requests can be sent to Melinda
(office@emmauseugene.org).

General Guidelines
•

Limit the number of people in the building to fewer than fifteen at a time.

•

No more than two people in a room, with the exception of members of the
same household, to the extent possible. Up to ten maximum are allowed in the
Sanctuary or Fellowship Hall, with our preference for groups to use the Fellowship Hall due to better air circulation.

•

Each person who enters the building must sign-in. Sanitized pens will be available.

•

Masks are mandatory when in a room with others.

•

Vigorous hand washing/sanitizing is expected.

•

We ask users to sanitize areas of use before leaving. Sanitizing wipes or other
cleaning materials will be provided.

•

Please do not come to the building if you are sick.

Use of Fellowship Hall
•

Small groups must reserve the space in advance and follow the above general
guidelines, including mandatory masks and sanitization of all areas of use

•

Limit the number of people in the room to 10 at any given time.

•

Maintain minimum of 6 feet physical distancing between people.

•

Open sliding glass doors for air flow (even if it’s raining).

Outdoor Guidelines


If you scroll down on
the front page, you’ll
find links to Breeze,
Facebook, and more.

•

Masks are required for outdoor events. Even though outdoor airflow is thought
to be a deterrent to transmission of COVID–19, we want outdoor gatherings to
be as safe as possible for members in higher risk categories.

•

Maintain a safe distance of six feet from others.

•

Use hand sanitizer before and after entering the building.

•

Limit entry into the building as much as possible.

•

If you feel unwell, please stay home.

Business
Matters
•

If you would like a Word in Season devotion book, please contact the office
(office@emmauseugene.org).

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF August 31, 2020
2020 budgeted expenses

268,599.00

2020 actual income

165,635.12

2020 actual expenses

131,352.83

Difference between income and expenses

+34,282.29

*Here is our most recent financial update. If you have any
questions, please contact our treasurer, Dave Frosaker.*

Great News!
At the January 19, 2019 congregational meeting, the Emmaus congregation voted unanimously to
extend our Thrivent mortgage by 5 years in order to meet our top three facility issues:
1. A new roof for the entire facility
2. Sound systems for the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall
3. Remodel to the restrooms nearest the Fellowship Hall to make them ADA compliant and gender neutral
All of this work has been completed and ended up being under the budgeted amount by about
$21,600. At its September meeting the Emmaus Council voted to return the unused funds to
Thrivent. This action will save Emmaus over $2,700 in interest and will reduce the length of our
mortgage by 6 months. Special thanks to Brent Johnson, who facilitated the loan procurement and
oversaw all details necessary for the completion of the three facility issues.

Remember in Prayer
Carolyn Bauder, Leslie Bjornbak, Denise Blake (daughter
of Billie Scott-Totress), Donna Burlingame, Kathy
Cantrell (mother of Heather McBride), Gloria Churchill,
David Crane (nephew of Carolyn Bauder & Judy Koppermann), Lauren Card (Nola Baird’s granddaughter),
Willard Grabofsky, Melissa (former daughter-in-law of
Mary & Brian Hamilton), Elaine Herbison, Marilyn Kalstad, Zair Khademian (uncle of Noah Kerr), Valerie
McCormick (grandmother of Charlotte Trent), Lorinne
McKeeman (Marilyn Kalstad’s sister), Stephanie Olsen,
Linda Omar (friend of Nanci Strickland), James Petersen
(son of Ruth Nyegaard), David Peterson (nephew of
Elaine Herbison), Jeanette Rydbrink, David Schmitz (son
of Larry & Donna), Lisa Teigland (family friend of Mitzi
Shirk), Larry Torres (husband of Billie Scott-Totress),
Bruce Vogel (friend of the Stricklands).

~Homebound: Marge Churchill

OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS
Gerry Stolp — OCT 1
Elizabeth Arts — OCT 2
Marge Churchill — OCT 5

Mat Purvis — OCT 5
Edla Johnson — OCT 8
Jordan Thatcher — OCT 11
Heidi Stolp — OCT 13
Kaliyah Scott — OCT 20
Celia Lechnyr — OCT 21

...that the quilter’s coordinator (Lori Nicklin) has
arranged for the quilters to make some quilts for those
displaced by the wildfires in our area?

Sarah Smith — OCT 26

Kelly Smith — OCT 29

*Address Update*
Bill Jones is moving to Nevada at the end of the month to be nearer
to his son. Safe travels, Bill. We will miss you! His new mailing
address is:
P.O. Box 61799
Boulder City, NV 89006

Dan Smith — OCT 30
Linda Gosch — OCT 30
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Congregation Council:
Sidsel Tompkins, President
Kim Scott, Vice President
Rob Moore, Secretary
Kathleen Kerr, Learning
Ministry

Lynn Kahle, Service Ministry
Brent Johnson, Support
Ministry
Cathy Smith, Witness Ministry
Jane Batterson, Worship
Ministry
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Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ
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