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Do you ever find yourself a bit bewildered and perplexed by the
state of our world these days? I know I do. Every once in a while, I
stop, take my hand from the proverbial plough, and marvel at the
state of things. I do not need to recite a litany of the troubles and
travails, the hardships and the heart-harrowing woes, we are experiencing on multiple levels—personal, communal, civic, state, national, global. You all know of what I speak. At every layer of relational
connection, there are hard spots for us. We are far more unified in
our experience of challenge than we are in any other way. While this
experience is not evenly distributed, and some people are having a
much tougher time than others, we're all in this moment together.
In that basic recognition is, I believe, a liberating insight. For while
we go to the polls, or at least watch reporting about the polls with
eyeballs pasted to our screens, we're all invested in the decisions we
make. We are, at the end of the day, interdependent. The choices of
our neighbor very often affect us, as do our choices affect them.
This reality of interdependence means that we have common cause
and motivation to work together, love each other, and do right by
each other. This is not the sole call of the Gospel, but it is a part of
it. And here I think the teachings of the Christian church, the teachings we all believe by virtue of our allegiance and devotion to the
Living Christ, have something to say to the state of our world. While
the American dream has promoted a myth of rugged individualism,
of self-reliance and independence, the Gospel of Jesus Christ calls
us toward mutual reliance and interdependence. The simple, stark
truth is that we need each other, and that is a good thing. We need
each other to reflect back to us what we say, to hold us to account
when we err. We need each other to share heavy loads, to aid us in
times when we literally cannot do a task alone. We need each other
to support us emotionally when we are feeling vulnerable, tired, exhausted, confused, and alone.
No matter what happens on Nov. 3 or the days and weeks that follow, no matter how you voted or plan to vote, these things will still
be true. My prayer for us at Emmaus is that we continue to fulfill
that second great commandment, to love our neighbors as ourselves,
as a natural overflow of our fulfillment of the first great commandment, to love the Lord our God with all our hearts, minds, souls, and
strengths. We are in this together, and we will come through this together. May God grant us the courage to love each other and the
world around us resolutely, unflinchingly, unswervingly.
~Andrew
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“We always give
thanks to God for
all of you and
mention you in
our prayers,
constantly
remembering
before our God and
Father your work of
faith and labor of
love and
steadfastness of
hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ.”
~1 Thessalonians
1:2-3

MEET A MEMBER: KATHLEEN KERR
When Kathleen Kerr and her family moved to Eugene,
she says “It was a leap of faith for us.” She had never been
west of the Mississippi at the time and their closest family
was nearly 2,000 miles away. They thought they’d try it for a
couple of years, but it almost immediately felt like home.
Now she thinks they’ll be here forever!
Kathleen was born in Urbana, Illinois but grew up in
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Her father was (and remains) an
English professor at Calvin University, chairing the English
Department and teaching writing and children’s literature. Her
mother was a homemaker, and in her spare time, wrote for her
church newsletter, wrote poetry, penned a storybook bible,
and had a few picture books in the works that were published
posthumously. She wrote under her pen name Elizabeth Stickney. The second of six children (three boys and three girls with a thirteen-year age spread), Kathleen says, “It was
never, ever quiet in our house growing up!”
Kathleen graduated from Calvin College (now University) with a BA in French
and English. She is employed by Harvest House Publishers, a publishing house here in
Eugene, where she has been working as an acquisitions editor for almost 10 years. She
works particularly on women’s Christian Living books, showing how the gospel is relevant in every area of life. Her husband, Noah, is working on completing his PhD in
Landscape Architecture at the University of Oregon. They have two daughters, Carolyn
who was born in 2013 and Samantha who completed their family in 2015.
Kathleen and Noah first attended Emmaus in September 2017. They were attending a different church at the time but were looking for a stronger community and a more
inclusive environment. Kathleen says, “We knew after the first service that we’d found
home.” She currently serves as the Learning Ministry Representative on our Council and
occasionally preaches at a Sunday morning worship service. Kathleen loves to feed people. She says, “Give me a finicky recipe for a complicated pastry or give me a big pot of
stew to stir and sniff for a few hours, and I’m perfectly happy.” She also loves to read
(not surprising since her father is an English Professor), as well as hike, walk, and run
with her family. Since COVID-19 shut down the schools, she’s added “homeschool
teacher” to her list of jobs. This was a task she never envisioned herself doing, but “it’s
been a lot of fun to have the girls at home and teach them ourselves.”
~ We are happy to have Kathleen and her family as a part of Emmaus and glad that they
found their way to us. ~
~Pat Cook~
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Reformation Red!

Book Group

Whiteaker
Thanksgiving
Dinner
Postponed
Indefinitely
31 years after the dinner was started, it is
being postponed indefinitely.
Thank you to everyone at Emmaus who
has faithfully donated
pies through the
years. A special
thanks to Edla Johnson for coordinating
the Emmaus pie drive
and to the Barnes
Family for delivering
the pies year after
year.
We are planning to
hold a food drive later
this month to collect
food for the holidays.
We will send out more
information in the
coming days.

We are starting a reading group focused on books that help us understand the reality of racism in our country and our denomination.
We will meet on Thursday, November 12th at 7 pm via Zoom for
our first session. Our first book will be Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the
U.S., by Lenny Duncan, an ordained ELCA pastor. “Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear Church offers a bold
new vision for the future of [the ELCA] and the broader mainline
Christian community of faith. Dear Church rejects the narrative of
church decline and calls everyone--leaders and laity alike--to the
front lines of the church's renewal through racial equality and justice.” Extra copies of the book are available.
If you are interested in being part of this group, please e-mail Lynn
Kahle, our council representative for service
(service@emmaueugene.org).

Sunday School Project: Clothing for Unhoused People
Emmaus Sunday School children are again practicing caring for
the homeless by shopping for warm clothes for the homeless in our
area. The children are inviting you to join them this year by donating money for them to shop with. For the past few years the
children have been learning about the homeless they see in our
community and how to help them with the support of a Thrivent
Action Team grant and donations from our congregation. They
have been learning how we as a church community and they as individuals can help. This year, we are asking for money donations
from the congregation to supplement the Thrivent grant. Please
make your checks out to Emmaus, designated to the SS clothing
drive.
All children in our congregation are invited to participate in this
activity. This year children will shop as a family unit with an adult
family member on Saturday, November 14, at 10am at the Bi-Mart
near the church. The money will be divided among the participating family units to spend on items their children think would help
keep a homeless person warm over the winter. Please call Diane
Palmer, 541-844-1218 if you have questions about this activity.

Council Guidelines for Building Use through November
Summary: Based on current guidance from the Oregon Governor, the Oregon
Synod, and public health agencies, we do not anticipate gathering in person in our
building in large groups through at least September. We will continue with our current virtual offerings and involve the whole community to the extent possible. The
church office will be open during this time; however, we ask people not to come
into the office to do business, but to use phone calls or email to communicate.
These guidelines are intended to keep our community safe. Please contact the Facility Use Sub-committee (Pastor Rachel, Andrew, Jane Batterson, Brent Johnson,
Peter Kugler, or Kathleen Kerr) with any questions.
 Our worship services
Building Use Considerations:
are pre-recorded and

Worship
&
Fellowship

•

The building remains available as long as safety guidelines are followed.

•

Please check the church calendar on Breeze before going to the building to ensure the space you are intending to use is available. Reserving the space you
are intending to use is encouraged. Requests can be sent to Melinda
(office@emmauseugene.org).

uploaded to YouTube
and Facebook on Saturday evenings. The
link to the service and
the bulletin is available
on our website. The
service is also
streamed on Zoom for
people without computers to call in.

General Guidelines
•

Limit the number of people in the building to fewer than fifteen at a time.

•

No more than two people in a room, with the exception of members of the
same household, to the extent possible. Up to ten maximum are allowed in the
Sanctuary or Fellowship Hall, with our preference for groups to use the Fellowship Hall due to better air circulation.

•

Each person who enters the building must sign-in. Sanitized pens will be available.

•

Masks are mandatory when in a room with others.

•

Vigorous hand washing/sanitizing is expected.

•

We ask users to sanitize areas of use before leaving. Sanitizing wipes or other
cleaning materials will be provided.

•

Please do not come to the building if you are sick.







Use of Fellowship Hall
•

Small groups must reserve the space in advance and follow the above general
guidelines, including mandatory masks and sanitization of all areas of use

•

Limit the number of people in the room to 10 at any given time.

•

Maintain minimum of 6 feet physical distancing between people.

•

Open sliding glass doors for air flow (even if it’s raining).



Outdoor Guidelines
•

Masks are required for outdoor events. Even though outdoor airflow is thought
to be a deterrent to transmission of COVID–19, we want outdoor gatherings to
be as safe as possible for members in higher risk categories.

•

Maintain a safe distance of six feet from others.

•

Use hand sanitizer before and after entering the building.

•

Limit entry into the building as much as possible.

•

If you feel unwell, please stay home.



Zoom fellowship time
is at 10:15 am on Sundays.
Zoom Adult Forum is
at 10:45 am on Sundays.
A second Zoom fellowship time is held on
Wednesdays at 9 am.
We will be sending out
a Thanksgiving Week
devotion book later in
November. Several
different members are
contributing devotions.
We are looking at how
to live into Advent and
celebrate Christmas
this year. We will keep
you updated.

Business
Matters

•

If you would like a Word in Season devotion book, please contact the office
(office@emmauseugene.org).

•

During this time that we are not able to meet on Sunday mornings, we have changed our
offering counting schedule to twice a month, around the 15th and again on the last
working day of each month. If you are concerned that checks you are sending in are not
being processed right away, this is why! They are held in the safe after receipt until the
next counting day.

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
2020 budgeted expenses thru September 30th

201,499.00

2020 actual income

181,345.76

2020 actual expenses

151,883.72

Difference between income and expenses

+ 29,462.04

*Here is our most recent financial update. If you have any
questions, please contact our treasurer, Dave Frosaker.*

Exciting News!
At the January 19, 2019 congregational meeting, the Emmaus congregation voted unanimously to extend
our Thrivent mortgage by 5 years in order to meet our top three facility issues:
1. A new roof for the entire facility
2. Sound systems for the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall
3. Remodel to the restrooms near the ktichen to make them ADA compliant and gender neutral
All of this work ended up being under budget by about $21,600. The Emmaus Council voted to return the
unused funds to Thrivent. This action will save Emmaus over $2,700 in interest and will reduce the length
of our mortgage by 6 months. Special thanks to Brent Johnson, who facilitated the loan procurement and

oversaw all details necessary for the completion of the three facility issues.

Prayer List
In Celebration: The birth of baby Eva June Cavanagh,
daughter of Jonathan and Rachael Cavanagh, granddaughter of Joe and Suzanne Cavanagh
Carolyn Bauder, Leslie Bjornbak, Denise Blake (daughter
of Billie Scott-Totress), Kathy Cantrell (mother of
Heather McBride), David Crane (nephew of Carolyn Bauder & Judy Koppermann), Lauren Card (Nola Baird’s
granddaughter), Willard Grabofsky, Melissa (former
daughter-in-law of Mary & Brian Hamilton), Elaine Herbison, Marilyn Kalstad, Zair Khademian (uncle of Noah
Kerr), Marty Knight, Valerie McCormick (grandmother
of Charlotte Trent), Lorinne McKeeman (Marilyn Kalstad’s sister), Linda Omar (friend of Nanci Strickland),
Kate (Friend of Diane Paulson), Josh Peterson (Noah
Kerr’s Friend), James Petersen (son of Ruth Nyegaard),
David Peterson (nephew of Elaine Herbison), David
Schmitz (son of Larry & Donna), Lisa Teigland (family
friend of Mitzi Shirk), Mike & Sidsel Tompkins, Larry
Torres (husband of Billie Scott-Totress), Bruce Vogel
(friend of the Stricklands)

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
David Kalstad — NOV 2
David Olsen —NOV 3

Lucas High — NOV 3
Lester Pohll — NOV 4
Mitzi Shirk — NOV 4
Jacque Corey — NOV 5

Ruth Nyegaard — NOV 6
Barbara Grabofsky — NOV 7
Ginnie Johnson — NOV 9
Marty Gangle — NOV 11

~Homebound: Marge Churchill

Ella Carlson —NOV 15
Rod Shirk —NOV 15
Jon Chesbro —NOV 15
Larry Schmitz — NOV 16

Conrad Grosenick — NOV 18
James Henry — NOV 18
Mildred Toepel — NOV 19
Mathis Moore — NOV 21

Brian Shirk — NOV 21

...that this is only the second year that Emmaus has NOT
had a Bazaar since it first began? It was started in approximately 1979 by Jacque Quello, wife of then Pastor
Dan Quello. It was not held in 2001 as we were in the
midst of the church remodeling project. It will not be held
this year, of course, due to COVID-19.

Andrea Olson — NOV 23
Wanda Gangle — NOV 26
Em Smith — NOV 28

Jacqueline Schoellhorn — NOV29
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Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ
congregation

