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Greetings from your Seminarian!
Just a few short weeks ago I gave Pastor Rachel a list of
books that I would need for my upcoming semester at Wartburg Theological Seminary. The timeline was short; I knew I
had less than a week for the books to be ordered and land on
my doorstep in time for the beginning of a new semester. Right
as the visions of arriving to class unprepared started to bubble
up in my mind, the Emmaus community showed up. Packages
started showing up in my mailbox, collectively relieving a
huge financial burden and blessing my life in the process.
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As a way of thanking you for accompanying me on my
seminary journey, I wanted to share with you a few books and
articles that I particularly enjoyed reading last semester. I hope
you will find something that sparks your interest and I would
love to hear from you should you find them insightful nourishment in your own faith journey.
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“God’s Words and Liturgy’s Echo.” Lauren F. Winner
In this article, Winner explores the role of scripture in Christian worship. She writes that worship in an opportunity for “…
people getting together and returning to God the words that
God has given us in the Bible,”. You can find the article here:
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/gods-words-liturgys-echo

“Ready for Communion: Living in Holy Space.” Jan Schnell
Rippentrop
This article was written by one of my professors and invites us
to think about the ways in which we find ourselves being
drawn into God’s presence and sent out filled with the Spirit to
breathe life into the world. While the sacraments we encounter
in worship are perfect examples of this, Schnell suggests that
there are subtle moments of sacramentality happening all
around us. As we lament the loss of worshipping together in
person, this article might offer us a new perspective on how we
might seek God’s presence. You can find it here:
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/2015-07/ready-communion
….continued on following page.

“So we have
known and believe the love that
God has for us.
God is love, and
those who abide
in love abide in
God, and God
abides in them.”
~1 John 4:16

Continued from pg. 1 . . .

Sunday School
Crystal Miller, who is
the youth minister at
United and who is putting on joint online activities for youth at United, Emmaus, and Central, is hosting virtual Sunday
School at noon on
the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of every month. If
your kids are interested
in joining, please let us
know and we will make
sure they get plugged in.

Valentine’s Day
Craft Fair
We will be doing an
online Valentine's Day
Craft Fair at 11:00am on
Sunday, February 14th,
for Emmaus Sunday
School children. It will
be just like our Advent
Festival, but with a different theme. Melinda
will be delivering craft
boxes the week prior.

How to be an Antiracist, Ibram X. Kendi
If you read Lenny Duncan’s Dear Church and are wondering what you
should read next, I highly recommend this book by Ibram X. Kendi.
Whether digging deeper into the role racism plays in our world is something new to you or a journey you have been traveling on, I cannot recommend this essential (and accessible) book enough!

The Life of Saint Macrina, Gregory of Nyssa
This biography of Saint Macrina, written by her famous brother Gregory of Nyssa, paints a beautiful picture of the life of one of our Christian
ancestors. With accounts of the early Christian women that came before
us being scarce, I really enjoyed taking in this piece of history highlighting the life of this remarkable and faithful Sister in Christ.
I cannot stress enough that the act of purchasing my textbooks
for the semester was not only a way of alleviating a significant financial
burden (although this is true, and I am grateful) but your generosity also
served as a reminder of my identity as a member of Emmaus. I am reminded that we are a people that come to each other’s aide in prayer,
presence, and gifts. What a joy it is to have found one another! As I enter a new semester and dive deep into these gifts you have given me,
know that I will be reminded of this beloved community that has so
richly blessed my life. I am grateful for you, praying for you, and look
forward to sharing more of what I am learning with you in the future!
Grace and Peace to you,
Charlotte Trent

Charlotte and her partner, Emily, both students,
enjoying a snow day!

Worship & Fellowship: February


Our worship services are prerecorded and uploaded to YouTube and Facebook. The link to
the service and the bulletin is available on our website. The service is also streamed on
Zoom for people without computers to call in.



Zoom fellowship time is at 10:15 am on Sundays.



Zoom Adult Forum is at 10:45 am on Sundays.



We will have a prerecorded Ash Wednesday Service
available on the front page of our website at noon on
February 17th. We will send more information for how

this will work the week prior.


We will be having joint online, prerecorded Lent midweek services with Central and United Lutheran Churches. A link will be available on our website at noon each Wednesday of
Lent. We are recording services in the Emmaus Sanctuary on March 3rd and 24th, with
leaders from the other churches preaching. Andrew is preaching on March 10th in the
United Sanctuary and Pastor Rachel is preaching on March 17th at Central.



A second Zoom fellowship time is held on Wednesdays at 9 am.

* For help or assistance with any of these Zoom times please contact Melinda @ 541-344-1150 or
Pastor Rachel (pastor@emmauseugene.org).

Building Use
If you have any questions about building use or would like to reserve a space, please
contact Melinda in the office. We continue to limit the use of the building for large
groups, but the church is available for individual use or groups of 10 or less. All users
will be asked to fill out a form indicating agreement with our policies. This form is
available at the sign-in table in the Gathering Space or online.

Book Group

Donate Your Cans!
Remember that you can
bring in your cans and
bottles to donate to the
Emmaus Youth Program. There is a wooden
receptacle along the
back wall of the kitchen.
Simply bring your cans
and bottles that qualify
for a refund and we’ll do
the rest. Please talk with
Delbert if you have any
questions.

The service ministry Zoom “book club” will discuss the movie “13th” at
7 pm on Thurs., Feb.11. Watch the film before the meeting at your own
leisure. Filmmaker Ava DuVernay explores the history of racial inequality in the United States, focusing on the 13th Amendment and its
consequences. Rotten Tomatoes rates the movie 97% (i.e., it is a popular movie), and it is available on Netflix or for free on youtube.com.
Questions? Contact Lynn Kahle, lkahle@uoregon.edu.
Next month the zoom “book club” will have an exciting special guest,
Rev. Lenny Duncan, the author of the book we have read, “Dear
Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the US.” He will host a Q & A session about his book exclusively for Emmaus. He is perhaps an unlikely pastor, because he has
been homeless, incarcerated, and unchurched. But he now is ordained,
committed to the church and its vitality. Mark your calendar now for 7
pm on Thurs., March 11.

Food Drive
•

2020 Bottles &
cans contribution
Jan- $40

Aug- $40

Feb- $40

Sept- $20

Apr-$20

Oct- $20

May-$60

Nov- $20

Jun- $ 20

Dec- $40

Jul- $20
GRAND TOTAL: $340

We plan to hold a canned food drive for Food for Lane County in
collaboration with the Friendly Neighborhood Association on Saturday, Feb. 13, from Noon-4 pm at Emmaus. We are in need of volunteers to help set up, receive donations, and move donations to one of
our classrooms, where they will be temporarily stored. There will be
one other donation drop-off for the neighborhood. Please consider
volunteering and/or donating food. In the interim, canned food donations are always welcome to our Fish Box in the Gathering Area.

. . .that Central, United, and Emmaus have a name for our collaborative youth program? CUE! This
name, which was used for past collaborations, has been resurrected. :)

Business
Matters
FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2020
2020 budgeted expenses thru December 31st

268,599.00

2020 actual income

240,761.99

2020 actual expenses

219,512.25

Difference between income and expenses

+21,249.74

~Year End Budget Update from Treasurer Dave~
What a year it's been for Emmaus! From a financial standpoint, we started the
year with a few clouds over us as our offering income was significantly below average for the first couple months. Then, we lost our rental income when our tenants terminated the programs they were offering at Emmaus and THEN, along
came Covid-19 and we could no longer meet for worship and fellowship.

But THEN, in true Emmaus style, the congregation and its leadership came
*Here really
is our most
recent
update.
If you
any
through and things
started
to financial
hum. By
the end
of have
2020,
our offering inquestions,
please
contact
our
treasurer,
Dave
Frosaker.*
come stood at 98.6% of our 2019 offering income!
Also, due largely to watchful expense control and other steps taken by your Council through the year, we ended our 2020 budget year solidly in the black while significantly increasing our financial reserves.
In addition, donations to our Joyous Journey Fund fully covered our mortgage
payments for the year and increased our JJF reserve fund to more than $23,000.

Every member of Emmaus deserves a round of applause, but with a cautious eye
toward a still uncertain future and a need for continued financial diligence and
stewardship.
What a congregation! We are truly blessed!

*We are trying something new with the prayer list. A brief description will be added next to each person or concern. We
will be checking in with the person or people making the
prayer requests on a periodic basis to ensure the list is up to
date. Do you have an update for us? Do you see someone we
missed or a description that needs to be filled out? Please let
Melinda know. Thank you for your help and your prayers!

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
•Nola

Baird - Healing
•Leslie Bjornbak – Prayers for good health
•Denise Blake (daughter of Billie Scott-Totress) – Missionary work
•Kathy Cantrell (mother of Heather McBride) – Transition
•David Crane (nephew of Carolyn Bauder & Judy Koppermann) - Continued healing
•Kirsten (daughter of Dave and Diane Paulson) - Safety
while working as a nurse in a long-term care facility
•Willard Grabofsky - Radiation treatment for cancer
•Norm Gilman (mentor to Susan Harlow)
•Melissa (former daughter-in-law of Mary & Brian
Hamilton) – Continued healing
•Jeanne Hubbard - Shoulder Surgery
•Zarir Khademian (uncle of Noah Kerr) - Healing
from COVID-19 and brain cancer
•Peter Kugler - Continued healing after construction
accident
•Vern Laks (Susan Harlow’s Sister)
•Lorinne McKeeman (Marilyn Kalstad’s sister) –
Continued healing after kidney transplant
•Mike Oberman (family friend of Suzanne Cavanagh) Immunotherapy for melanoma
•Linda Omar (friend of Nanci Strickland) - Cancer
treatment
•Jeanette Rydbrink - Surgery and treatment for newly
diagnosed breast cancer
•Sidsel & Mike Tompkins – Continued healing after
car accident
•Marge Churchill – Homebound

FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS
Elaine Herbison — FEB 2

Pat Cook — FEB 4
Mike Tompkins — FEB 5
Dave Frosaker — FEB 7
Jerry Strand — FEB 10
Marty Knight — FEB 12
Zachary Kugler-Snarr -FEB 14
Cathy Dunlap — FEB 14
Eleanor Triem — FEB 16
Ted Anderson — FEB 17
Abigail Smith — FEB 18
Brian Hamilton — FEB 18
Donna Schmitz — FEB 23
Lori Kugler — FEB 26
Jay Knight — FEB 28

EMMAUS LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 9:00 -Noon
*Other times by appointment
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Staff
PASTOR: Rachel Langford

(cell)

541-799-5514

(cell)

512-736-1515

Email: pastor@emmauseugene.org
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Andrew Langford

Email: pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org
MUSICIAN: Dan Smith

(cell) 541-972-3117

Email: musician@emmauseugene.org
CHOIR DIRECTOR: Brent Anderson
united in response to grace,
empowered by the Holy Spirit,
serving the Lord with gladness.

(cell)

Email: brenthanderson@msn.com
OFFICE MANAGER: Melinda Garcia

(office) 541-344-1150

Email: office@emmauseugene.org
CUSTODIANS: Justin Adcock, Kris Jennings
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Eugene, OR 97402
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Congregation Council:

Kim Scott, President
Rob Moore, Secretary
Kathleen Kerr, Learning
Ministry
Lynn Kahle, Service
Ministry
Brent Johnson, Support
Ministry
Cathy Smith, Witness
Ministry
Jane Batterson, Worship
Ministry

541-521-3098

Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ
congregation

