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While many of the trees have already begun to spring to
life, the buds on the bushes outside are starting to swell with
new life—they are about to burst forth, ready to declare
their victory over the winter cold. Of course, we all know
that a frost can come at any time, decimating their progress
toward new life.
New life has already come, and yet for so many, it is not yet
here. As we turn the corner on the month of April, we find
ourselves in a time of already and not yet. Some plants are
ready to launch into new life, many are not yet. Some
Americans are already vaccinated, many are not yet. Some
Emmaus members are ready for in-person gatherings, many
are not yet.
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We find ourselves in a similar place with Holy Week this
Maundy Thursday. Jesus is already in Jerusalem, but he’s
not yet at the cross, not yet in the grave, not yet bursting
forth from it. Jesus already knows what awaits him, but his
disciples have not yet come to terms with the significance of
his sacrifice.
How do we live faithfully in this time of the already and not
yet? How do we continue to serve each other with love and
compassion when we are still apart? We find a simple, gracious example in Jesus. He washed his disciples feet, knowing that they would soon be united together—the power of
the grave broken by the resurrection.
This is a season that calls for us to hold the middle ground,
to rest in this space of already and not yet. My prayer for
each and every member of Emmaus is that, following the
example of Jesus, we will be empowered to love in this time
of inbetween-ness.
Holy Week blessings to you all!
~Andrew

Holy Week Service information cam be found on page 5.

“Christ is not gloriously transported from
earth into heaven. He
must instead go to the
cross. And precisely
there, where the cross
stands, the resurrection is near. Precisely
here, where all lose
faith in God, where all
despair about the power of God, God is fully
there, and Christ is
alive and near.”
~Dietrich Bonhoeffer

MEET A MEMBER: LORIN NICKLIN

When Lori Nicklin answered my interview questions, she ended by saying, “I’ve had a wonderful
life.” Indeed she has and I might add to that
“interesting” as well.
Lori was born in Reeder, a small town in
Southwestern, North Dakota, where her parents
were farmers on a small wheat farm. They had
survived the depression of the 1930s, so she and her three sisters learned to be grateful for
everything they had.
Her “higher education” began with Business College and a job as secretary in a large
Lutheran church. That was followed by a BA in History and Psychology from Iowa State
University in Ames, Iowa. Lori started college as a married woman, which was unusual in
that time and place. However, her husband was studying for his PhD, and they decided it was
the best time for her to also attend college. That was followed by a MA in Business and Economics from Appalachian State University in Boone, North Carolina, where her husband was
a Professor of Physics.
During their first years in Boone, she because a member of League of Women Voters,
interested in providing housing for folks living in the Appalachian Mountains around Boone.
She wrote a grant proposal with the Catholic Priest, and three houses were built, “each one a
new adventure.” After Lori and Bob’s children were grown, she was employed in various
hospitals as Chief Financial Officer, retiring in 1997.
Lori and her husband have two daughters, one in Texas and the other in Eugene, as
well as two granddaughters and four grandsons. Their first grandchild was born the day Lori
retired! “Not planned that way, of course, but turned out great!” By the time she retired, a local chapter of Habitat for Humanity had been formed, and she did about 20 hours a week of
volunteer work with them until leaving there.
Over the years, they hosted several international students, which resulted in travels to

Europe and Ecuador.
They moved to Eugene from Boone in 2007 to be nearer their daughter, who is a
Hospitalist at Peace Health Medical Center RiverBend. Lori’s husband has had serious and
unusual health problems for 25 years. Their daughter began figuring out what was wrong
while still a medical student. She has guided him through the various diagnoses and treatments throughout that time. Lori says, “Bob worked at The Ames Atomic Research Lab
while earning his PhD, and we have often wondered how many of his problems might be
traced back to those years. “
Lori left a large church in Boone and wanted to connect with a smaller one here. She
met Mildred Toepel early on, who brought her lots of information about activities at Emmaus. And the congregation was singing “Welcome to Worship” at the beginning of the services. Lori stated, “In fact, after attending Emmaus, I never looked at another church!”
Since joining, she has become very involved in Naomi Circle, Quilters, and serving one
term on Council. She has also been involved in service activities such as the Interfaith Shelter, Drives for Toilet Paper, Soap Pods, Food for Foreign Students at Lane Community College, FISH and the Dining Room. And of course we can’t forget the years she served as CoChair of Emmaus’ Annual Bazaar!
When asked what she enjoys doing in her spare time, Lori said “gardening attempts
(not very successful), spending time with the grandchildren, quilting, City of Eugene Recreation Department exercise programs, and reading mysteries.
Lori sums up her life this way: “After growing up in a small farming community, I
have found my life to be very exciting. To be able to attend college, to spend three years
with my husband while he was in the Army learning to be an officer’s wife. To travel in
South America, (primarily in Ecuador) and a large part of Europe, to work in a profession
dominated by men at that time and in the beginning of this change in hospitals from focusing on patient care to one focused on ‘business’. In retirement, I was fortunate to first spend
several years as a volunteer in providing housing for poorer families, and then to find Emmaus.”
It’s easy to see why she feels she has had a “wonderful” (and interesting) life!!
~ Pat Cook

Youth




Crystal Miller, who
is the youth minister
at United and who is
putting on joint
online activities for
youth at United, Emmaus, and Central, is
doing virtual Sunday
School at noon on
the 1st, 3rd, & 5th
Sundays of every
month. If your kids
are interested in joining, please let us
know and we will
make sure they get
plugged in.
Crystal is also gathering middle and
high school students
via Zoom on a periodic basis in order to
continue building
connections between
the youth of our three
churches. She is
looking ahead at
some initial in person
gatherings in the late
spring/early summer.
Please contact Crystal or Pastor Rachel
to get connected.

Food Drive
We will be holding a second food
drive to benefit the Lane Community College International Student
Pantry on April 17th, 10am-2pm..
Thao Nguyen, one of the pantry
coordinators, wrote the following
to explain the impact of our help
on the pantry and the lives of the
students:
"The food pantry of Lane Community College is founded since the pandemic broke out. A lot of students at Lane are affected by COVID 19.
They are struggling with finances and don't have the ability to buy
food. Especially, international students.
Usually, international students get sponsored from their parents,
but COVID 19 breaks out, their family has struggled with finance,
the parents can't send money to them. Some of the countries don't allow their residents freedom to go back, like my country - Vietnam. If I
want to go back, I need to register in the Vietnamese embassy. However, I need to wait and the line has 15,000 people. It means I need to
wait 3 months - 1 year, or longer to go back to Vietnam. Also, the oneway ticket will cost $3000. Because I can't go back to my country during this time and my family can't support me like before, I really need
food to survive the pandemic. A lot of international students have the
same problems as mine.
Therefore, the support from the church is the right time. Help
from the church serves as a lifeline for us during a pandemic. That's
why as an international student, I really appreciate all of the things
that the church did for us. The church's helping will contribute to continuing the food pantry for international students at Lane. International peer mentors deliver food for international students every 2 weeks if
we have enough food in the storage. If we don't receive food from the
donation, we will deliver food once/ month. This food pantry is needed
because it can help at least 30 -50 international students to not get
hungry during the pandemic."


Currently, the most needed items are: canned meats (to include
spam, chicken, ham, tuna), shelf safe milk (such as oatmeal or almond milk), pasta and tomato sauces, canned fruit, tea (any kind in
any form), dry beans (preferably black beans or lentils), canned
black beans, peanut butter, and rice.

Book Group
The next meeting of the book group is Thursday, April 15th at 7:00pm on Zoom. We will
be spending some time debriefing March’s session with Rev. Lenny Duncan, the author of
“Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the
US.” If you were not able to come to the March session, please still free to join this session.
We will be thinking through what it means to respond as a church to some of the issues Pastor Duncan raised for us. For more information, please contact Lynn Kahle, our council representative for service.

LWR Health Kits
We began a drive to put together Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits last year, but
were interrupted by the pandemic. We are resuming that project with help from a Thrivent
Grant. Please consider buying any of the following items and bringing them to church on
Easter morning or sometime the
week before or after during office hours:
•
•
•
•
•

Thin towels
Bars of soap
Toothbrushes
Nail clippers
Sturdy combs.

Special Training!
Emmaus is holding a workshop on “When to Engage Public Safety,” facilitated by White
Bird, on Tuesday, April 27th at 4 pm on Zoom. Since we have had more and more people
sleeping overnight on our property since the beginning of the pandemic, the council has
been looking for ways to support members and staff in what it means to be safe while also
being respectful and kind to anyone we encounter at church. This workshop aims to help us
do just that! Please contact Lynn Kahle or Pastor Rachel if you are interested in participating.

Worship & Fellowship: April


Our worship services are prerecorded and uploaded to YouTube and Facebook. The link to
the service and the bulletin is available on our website. The service is also streamed on
Zoom for people without computers to call in.



Zoom fellowship time is at 10:15 am on Sundays.



Zoom Adult Forum is at 10:45 am on Sundays (we will not have forum on Easter).



A second Zoom fellowship time is held on Wednesdays at 9 am.

* For help or assistance with any of these Zoom times please contact Melinda @ 541-344-1150 or
Pastor Rachel (pastor@emmauseugene.org).

Holy Week


The Maundy Thursday service is prerecorded. The service is intended to be done in the
evening, but a bulletin and link will be sent out on Thursday morning so that you
can participate in your own time. We encourage you to prepare by setting out a candle, a
bowl of water and a small towel for the handwashing ritual, and communion elements
(bread, crackers, wine, juice, etc).



The Good Friday service will be hosted by United on Zoom at 7pm, with Pastor Rachel preaching. We will send the Zoom link and bulletin out on Friday morning.



We will be having outdoor Easter services in-person. We will hold one service at
Resthaven Cemetery at 8:30am and one service outside at church at 11:00am. More information about how those services will work will be sent out on Saturday. A prerecorded service will also be available.



We will be having an Easter Egg Hunt for our young ones at 10:15 on Easter morning
at the church. All children are welcome to participate!

Business
Matters
FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF February 28, 2021
2021 budgeted expenses thru February 28th
2021 actual income

44,837.66
33,841.17

2021 actual expenses

40,464.70

Difference between income and expenses

-6,623.53

*Here is our most recent financial update. If you have any
questions, please contact our treasurer, Dave Frosaker.*

. . . We have resumed our participation in the parking lot program facilitated by St.
Vincent de Paul! The program had been paused for a period of time due to lack of funding, but has since started up again. At our March meeting, the council voted to resume our
participation and welcome someone onto our property. Our new tenant, Clay Smith, will
be moving in on Friday, April 2nd, to the traditional spot in the Northeast corner of the
parking lot. Clay has an RV, a car, and a 5 lb dog named Indy. We are happy to welcome
Clay as our new tenant! If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Rachel.

*We are trying something new with the prayer list. A brief description will be added next to each person or concern. We will be
checking in with the person or people making the prayer requests
on a periodic basis to ensure the list is up to date. Do you have an
update for us? Do you see someone we missed or a description
that needs to be filled out? Please let Melinda know. Thank you
for your help and your prayers!

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
In Death: The family and friends of Leslie Bjornbak.

APRIL
BIRTHDAYS
Judith Grosenick — APR 1
Diane Paulson — APR 3

Helen Berg — APR 4

•

Ted Anderson - Continued recovery after successful surgery to
treat spinal arthritis.
Keaton Carlson — APR 4
• Nola Baird - Prayers for fewer complications with dialysis, resolution of her health concerns, and strength to face this difficult situa- Dean Burkhart — APR 6
tion.
Kathleen Kerr — APR 6
• Denise Blake (daughter of Billie Scott-Totress) – Missionary work.
Merry Burbank - Health issues.
• Kathy Cantrell (mother of Heather McBride) – Transition.
• Marge Churchill – Homebound.

Judy Koppermann — APR 6

•

Noah Kerr — APR 17

•

David Crane (Carolyn Bauder & Judy Koppermann’s nephew) Healing.
• Willard Grabofsky - Continued recovery after radiation treatment.
• Jeanne Hubbard - Shoulder Surgery and loss of grandson.

Mary Hamilton — APR 15

Kristi Wilde — APR 17
Benjamin Adcock — APR 20

•

Brent Johnson - Recovery from surgery.
Valerie Sacks — APR 20
• Marilyn Kalstad—Thankful for successful surgery and prayers for
continued recovery.
Jackie Barbour — APR 23
• Zarir Khademian (uncle of Noah Kerr) - Healing from COVID-19
Ken Rydbrink — APR 23
and brain cancer.
•
•
•
•
•

•

Peter Kugler - Continued healing after construction accident.
Mike Oberman (family friend of Suzanne Cavanagh) - Immunotherapy for melanoma.
Linda Omar (friend of Nanci Strickland) - Cancer treatment.
Tim Paulson (nephew of Dave and Diane Paulson) - Covid infection.
Ardell Smith - On hospice, spending time with her family after her
decision to stop treatment for cancer.
Sidsel & Mike Tompkins – Improving steadily after their car accident and appreciate the continued prayer.

Carolyn Kerr — APR 24
Stephen Palmer — APR 25
Eric Carlson — APR 27
Cheryl Adcock — APR 28
Loran Burbank — APR 28

George Hull — APR 28
Kennedi Vorachuck — APR 28
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