May Newsletter
Emmaus Lutheran Church
.
I tend to be a person who embraces gray area. I know that we do
not always choose between right or wrong and that often there
isn’t just one answer to any given question. I know that God’s
guidance comes in a variety of ways, but almost never in a wordfor-word directive of what we should do.
Right now, however, I wish God would write the next steps we
should take in coming back together in big purple letters in the
clouds. Or something obvious like that.
It’s been more than a year since the pandemic completely reshaped our way of doing church and I know many of us are getting pretty tired of it. So many people have told me how eager
they are to get back together for worship, and yet others have
said they still don’t feel 100% comfortable with the idea of coming back together to do church in person. And now, with the
county going back in to the extreme risk designation in terms of
COVID, the momentum toward moving forward past pandemic
limitations has slowed.
The COVID Safety Team and the Council are considering all of
these realities as we discuss our plans for coming back together.
At this point, our plan remains the same as what we’ve communicated previously. Unless circumstances in our area dramatically change, we plan to begin gathering each Sunday in the Emmaus parking lot starting on June 6th. Until our kiddos are able
to be vaccinated, we will ask you to continue to wear masks outside when we are gathered in a big group. This will also allow us
to sing without too much risk. We will continue to use as many
safety precautions as possible. As June 6th gets closer, we’ll
send out some more tips and guidelines.
Though we have a plan, we also still have some questions. What
do we do if there’s smoke from wildfires? When will we be
ready to meet inside? How much of an online component should
we continue to offer? Please be in conversation with me, Andrew, and members of the COVID Safety Team, worship team,
and council as we face these questions together. We appreciate
your gracious partnership in doing ministry in a tough time!
~Pastor Rachel
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MEET A MEMBER: ARNE & DEANNA BERGLUND
Deanna Berglund was born in Eugene where she has lived her entire
life except for three years during high school, when her Father’s job
with Pacific Northwest Bell Telephone Company took the family to
Klamath Falls. As Deanna said, “This is where I picked up Arne!”
Arne Berglund was born in Klamath Falls, the oldest of three.
His brother passed away about five years ago, and his sister and her
husband live in Talent, Oregon. Deanna has one brother who lives with
his wife in Hermiston. Arne and Deanna have one son who is married
and lives in Eugene but no grandchildren “yet.” Deanna went to Oregon State University “but got in over my
head and didn’t have enough sense to get help, so I withdrew and came home. End of college career!” Arne
went to Lane Community College 1998-99 and earned an AAS in Network Operations and Administration.
He states, “I was probably the oldest person in the program at the time.”
Arne was employed at Les Schwab Tires for 17 years and retired in 2016 from Lane Education Service District after 11 years. Deanna retired from the University of Oregon in 2019 after 19 years, first as an
accounting technician in the Psychology Dept and ending as a research grant administrator and business manager for the Institute of Molecular Biology. She is currently a “very part-time” bookkeeper for Emmaus.
When Arne and Deanna wanted to get married, neither had a church home at the time. Pastor Dan
Quello at Emmaus was recommended to them; however he already had a wedding scheduled on the date they
wanted. So he put them in touch with Pastor Frank Wilson at Central. Seven years later, Deanna was ready
to explore church membership and remembered what she had heard about Pastor Dan at Emmaus. The Sunday she chose to visit, the congregation was worshiping in the fellowship hall, something they did occasionally to “change things up.” She said she remembers thinking “what a strange church.” But she was welcomed and ultimately joined in 1985. Arne’s parents were not members of a church when he was born, so he
was not baptized. He was baptized into membership by Pastor Steve in 1995. Neither of them wasted anytime
getting involved in church activities. Deanna served as Sunday School Coordinator for many years and then
as Church Treasurer for a total of 17 years. Now in retirement, she is getting involved with the quilters. Arne
has served on: Council (twice as Congregation President), Constitution Review, Transition and Call Committees (after Pastor Steve retired) and Technical Advisor. He currently serves on the Emmaus Foundation
Board and with Elva’s Raiders, “saving the world one burned out light bulb at a time.”
Arne’s serious hobbies have always had a motor attached, and his main hobby has been restoring cars,
which he continues to do now, about one car per year. He doesn’t keep them when they are done, with the
exception of his 1972 Porsche 911, as his enjoyment comes from rebuilding and getting them ready for someone else to drive and enjoy. He is currently president of the local chapter of the Porsche Club of America.
Deanna enjoys reading mysteries, gardening, hiking, home improvement projects and sewing. She cooks a
lot, although she doesn’t necessarily enjoy it, just eating the results!
How wonderful it is to have these two people as part of our Emmaus community. Thank you, Arne and
Deanna, for sharing your time and talents with us as we work together in God’s church.

~ Pat Cook

Lutheran World Relief Quilts
The Emmaus Quilters kept busy throughout this pandemic year making quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Much of the work was done at home by all of the quilters and though it
is always difficult to single out anyone for credit when everyone was working, in this case
it is appropriate to give Merry and Loran a nod of appreciation for all of the quilts they
completed at home. In spite of the limitations on the entire group, working together we
managed in small groups of 2 or 3 at church and alone in our homes to produce 92
quilts. We are thrilled to have this many for the spring in-gathering for LWR.
Thank you everyone for your cheerful efforts.
Lori Nicklin

Children, Youth, and Family Ministry News
A shared ministry of Central, United, & Emmaus (CUE)

Camp
Lutherwood




We are now accepting applications for a part-time,
on-site Bookkeeper/
Accounts Specialist, Lead
Cook, Summer Program
Director, and all Summer
Staff positions. Information and job descriptions are available online
at lutherwoodoregon.org/
employment. Summer
Staff members must be at
least 18 years of age by
June 1, 2021 and willing
to serve in a variety of
roles this summer. For
questions
email jobs@lutherwoodor
egon.org or call the camp
office at 541-998-6444
Registration is open for
Family Camp, Women's
Retreat and Youth Programs now! Space is limited for all programs and
spots are filling up fast.
The most up to date information about program
dates and costs can be
found at https://
www.lutherwoodoregon.o
rg/camp/

We are grateful to continue working with Central and United Lutheran churches in youth ministry. In addition to Zoom Sunday
school (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month) Crystal Miller, who is the
joint program coordinator, has started holding in-person meetings as
well. This means all of our children are invited to join in-person
Sunday school (2nd and 4th Sundays of the month) from 11amnoon at United Lutheran Church. There will be outside space for
parents to wait if the weather cooperates, otherwise there will be inside space upstairs in the fellowship hall. The Sunday school class
will gather downstairs with Crystal (parents are welcome to join the
class, we just want to watch our numbers and spacing). Crystal has
opened the folding walls to the rooms making the gathering space
large and social distancing friendly. We will also utilize the outside
space if the weather allows. If you have questions or plan to join us,
please email, call or text Crystal or Pastor Rachel.
Please note that the lessons for Zoom Sunday school on the 1st and
3rd Sundays and in-person on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will be different topics (both related to the monthly theme) so that you can attend both or just one and the kids will not feel lost or bored.

+SAVE THE DATE—VBS +
We are also excited to share with you that plans are underway for
Vacation Bible School this summer. Our theme will be Into the Wilderness and we will be holding camp at Central on June 28 - July 2,
2021 from 9am-12:30pm.
As in recent years, Central, United, Emmaus, and Our Redeemer
will be co-hosting camp together. We will be following all recommended safety precautions and keeping our kid groups small. The
groups will remain distanced from one another to help with safety
precautions. Our registration will be online only this year. You can
use the link below to register your family.
The cost of camp is a suggested donation of $25 per camper or $50
for a family. All checks and payments can be made out to Central
Lutheran Church. Please indicate on the check or with the payment
that it is for Vacation Bible School. If you have any questions, concerns, or would like to volunteer (we always need volunteers!) please contact Crystal Miller (crystal@unitedlutheran.org or
503-320-4055).
Click the link to register: https://forms.gle/ksS4R7bki5pzsFN6A

White Bird Workshop
On Tuesday, April 27, White Bird staff member Berkley Carnine offered Emmaus an online training that
was focused on how we can engage the houseless population that frequents our church grounds in safe, compassionate, and constructive ways. One highlight of the presentation was the distinction between danger and
discomfort. More often than not, houseless persons don't pose any more of a threat to us than people who go
home to warm beds every night. Sometimes, what we experience as a threat is just our own discomfort or
consternation at how to respond to a person who is sleeping where we don't normally expect to see people—
on our front step, with belongings and maybe even trash strewn all around them.

The most important thing to remember about interacting with our houseless guests is that they are deserving
of respect and care. The second most important thing is to remember that you are not alone in figuring out
how to respond to potentially complicated or unpleasant situations. Cahoots is available through the nonemergency Eugene police number, and the White Bird Crisis Hotline (541-687-4000) is a 24/7 resource that
can be used to figure out how we can help out these houseless members of our greater Eugene/Springfield
community.
The council is continuing to talk about how we can respond to the reality of homelessness in our community.
We want to be part of supporting people in need while also maintaining our property. Please feel free to
speak with a council member with any ideas you have. Thank you!

LWR Updates
Steve and Diane Palmer have inventoried our donations to LWR and
we have the following quilts and kits to donate:
•

37 school kits put together by Mary’s Circle last summer

•

92 quilts made by our quilters

•

188 Personal Care kits, 55 from donations made last year before Covid-19 shut everything down and 133 made this
Spring.

Thank you to everyone who donated items and money, as well as your time in helping to make and complete the quilts
and kits. You are appreciated!

Thank you to everyone for your donations to the
Lane Community College International Student
Food Pantry! Your donations were very much appreciated!

Worship & Fellowship: May


Our worship services are prerecorded and uploaded to YouTube and Facebook. The link to
the service and the bulletin is available on our website. The service is also streamed on
Zoom for people without computers to call in.



Zoom fellowship time is at 10:15 am on Sundays.



Zoom Adult Forum is at 10:45 am on Sundays.



A second Zoom fellowship time is held on Wednesdays at 9 am.

* For help or assistance with any of these Zoom times please contact Melinda @ 541-344-1150 or
Pastor Rachel (pastor@emmauseugene.org).

Council Updates:


Our plan is to hold our spring congregational meeting on the second Sunday of June, the
13th, in our parking lot. We will be sending out the annual report by email and also in a paper version for those who do not have email. We will provide a way for people who are not
able to attend the meeting to vote for 2021-2022 elected positions.



In addition to having Clay Smith and his dog, Indy, fully settled on the Emmaus property
in the east parking lot through the St. Vincent Parking Lot Program, we are considering a
proposal from Square One Villages, an amazing local non-profit, and Lane County, to host
three micro-shelters for families in transition for a limited period of time. These shelters
are 8’X13’ and house four people! You may have seen some of these shelters around town.
They are an important part of the work the county is doing to provide emergency shelter
during the pandemic. We will keep you updated!



We started the process of repaving the east parking lot a few months ago. That project
will be finished sometime in May or the early summer.



We will be having our carpets and floors cleaned around the third weekend of May.



Please be in touch with any member of the council with questions or feedback!

Business
Matters
FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF March 31, 2021
2021 budgeted expenses thru February 28th
2021 actual income
2021 actual expenses
Difference between income and expenses

67,256.50
54030.19
62,019.40
-7,989.21

*Here is our most recent financial update. If you have any
questions, please contact our treasurer, Dave Frosaker.*

A few notes:


Our offering income is running 21% ahead of 2020 but it is running about 20% behind our actual 2021 income budget. This is largely due to the fact that we have no
rental income coming in. Between the closing of the Uhlhorn program and Eugene
Concert Choir not meeting in person, we are bringing in around $2200 per month
less than before the pandemic.



Budget expenses are running about 2% below 2020 and about 9% below our YTD expense budget. We are dipping into our reserves by an average of $2,660 per month
but our first quarter income over the past couple years has generally been the lowest
quarter of each so we are hopeful that we will dip into our reserves less as the year
goes on.



The council and finance committee are monitoring our financial situation closely and
will keep you updated on any new developments.



With regard to our Joyous Journey, our receipts have not been sufficient to cover our
mortgage payments, but we are only using an average of $482 per month from our
mortgage reserves. This level is completely sustainable through the remaining term
of the mortgage (current balance of $85,847) and will likely allow us to pay off the
balance two months earlier than scheduled - during the first quarter of 2023.

Do you see someone we missed or a description that needs to be
filled out? Please let Melinda know. Thank you for your help and
your prayers!

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
In death:
~The family and friends of Bill Jones
~The family and friends of Ardell Smith
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ted Anderson - Continued recovery after surgery to treat spinal arthritis
Nola Baird - Prayers for fewer complications with dialysis, resolution
of her health concerns, and strength to face this difficult situation
Denise Blake (daughter of Billie Scott-Totress) – Missionary work
Merry Burbank - Health issues
Kathy Cantrell (mother of Heather McBride) – Transition
Marge Churchill – Homebound
David Crane (Carolyn Bauder & Judy Koppermann’s nephew) Healing
Willard Grabofsky - Continued recovery after radiation treatment
Susan Harlow - Prayers for upcoming testing on thoracic and cervical spine
Jeanne Hubbard - Shoulder Surgery and loss of grandson
Marilyn Kalstad - Thankful for successful surgery
Zarir Khademian (uncle of Noah Kerr) - Healing from COVID-19,
brain cancer
Denise Knipp (sister of Susan Harlow) - Recovery from aortic valve
surgery
Mike Oberman (family friend of Suzanne Cavanagh) - Immunotherapy for melanoma
Linda Omar (friend of Nanci Strickland) - Cancer treatment
Tim Paulson (nephew of Dave and Diane Paulson) - Covid infection
Ramona Setzler (Suzanne Cavanagh’s friend)- treatment for malignant melanoma
Steve (friend of Mitzi Shirk) - Prayers for recovery after stroke
Tomi (friend of Mitzi Shirk) - Prayers for recovery from bad reaction
to chemo and for effective treatment for breast cancer
Sidsel Tompkins – Upcoming parathyroid surgery

MAY
BIRTHDAYS
Joanna Palmer — MAY 4
Diane Giles — MAY 6
Brent Johnson — MAY 8
Jeanette Rydbrink — MAY 8
Kevin Grabofsky — MAY 9
Justin Adcock — MAY 12
Kris Stark — MAY 12
Karlee Davis — MAY 13
Connie Stenger — MAY 13
Claudia Carlson — MAY 17
Jane Batterson — MAY 19
Linda Henry — MAY 19
Lisa Vaughan — MAY 23
Dorraine Gerlitz — MAY 29
Suzanne Cavanagh — MAY 31

EMMAUS LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 9:00 -Noon
*Other times by appointment

EUGENE, OR

Staff
PASTOR: Rachel Langford

(cell)

541-799-5514

(cell)

512-736-1515

Email: pastor@emmauseugene.org
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Andrew Langford

Email: pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org
MUSICIAN: Dan Smith

(cell) 541-972-3117

Email: musician@emmauseugene.org
CHOIR DIRECTOR: Brent Anderson
united in response to grace,
empowered by the Holy Spirit,
serving the Lord with gladness.

(cell)

Email: brenthanderson@msn.com
OFFICE MANAGER: Melinda Garcia

(office) 541-344-1150

Email: office@emmauseugene.org
CUSTODIANS: Justin Adcock, Kris Jennings

EMMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH
1250 West 18th Avenue
Eugene, OR 97402
541-344-1150
office@emmauseugene.org
www.emmauseugene.org

Congregation Council:
Kim Scott, President
Rob Moore, Secretary
Kathleen Kerr, Learning
Ministry
Lynn Kahle, Service
Ministry
Brent Johnson, Support
Ministry
Cathy Smith, Witness
Ministry
Jane Batterson, Worship
Ministry

541-521-3098

Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ
congregation

