
January/February Newsletter 
 

Emmaus Lutheran Church 
INSIDE THIS 

ISSUE:  
HIGHLIGHTS 

      

Internship Completion……2 

COVID Update.……………...2 

Book Club……..….….………..3 

Camp Lutherwood.…………3 

LAB Church…….…………….3 

CUE Events…………………...4 

Building Sharing…………….4 

Budget Update...…………….5 

Council Updates………........5 

Prayer List……………………..6 

Birthdays……………………….7 

Office hours, addresses, and 
staff information……..……..8 

 

 

 

Happy 
New Year! 

 

 
  

 

 
Hope Does Not Disappoint 

 

"Happy New Year!" Perhaps you uttered those same words a couple weeks ago 
on New Year’s Eve, and perhaps you meant each  of them. But many people I’m 
talking to are calling at least two of those term into question. What’s so "happy" 
about 2022, they wonder? Is it really that "new" of a year, when it seems like 
we’re bound for a repeat of so many of the challenges of 2020 and 2021?  
 

It’s undeniable that people who feel this way have a point. We’re on the precipice 
of yet another surge in COVID cases, our national politics is still as marred as 
ever by bitter partisan fighting, and climate change continues to give us all heart-
burn. So, is it a Happy New Year? I think it still is. And here’s the reason: in spite 
of all the world’s woes, we still have reason to hope. 
 

As we’ve seen through the Advent season, there’s something powerful about 
hope. Hope is both a noun and a verb. Hope has the capacity to lift us from seem-
ingly irreconcilably bad situations. In Romans, Paul talks about the power of 
hope. He write that "hope does not disappoint us," but the full verse is really im-
portant for understanding why we can have hope—"because God has poured out 
God’s love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us." 
Hope does not have some inherent, magical quality to it—hopes can be dashed, 
hopes can be ill-founded. But for the Christian, hope is not merely a virtuous ex-
ercise, nor is it unthinking optimism. Rather, hope is an activity of the regenerat-
ed human spirit, anchored in God’s love, deposited in us via divine transfer made 
possible by the Holy Spirit. Hope does not disappoint us because God buoys us 
with love, empowering us not only to envision new possible realities but enliven-
ing us with the grace to make them actualities.  
 

We’ve seen hope in action through the ministries that Emmaus has been engaged 
in this past year. With the arrival of pallet shelters, an RV, and a tiny home, along 
with countless unhoused guests visiting our church grounds, we have been gifted 
the opportunity to respond to seemingly hopeless situations with a measured and 
hopeful response. By God’s grace, we have been able to respond to people who 
are cold, hungry, and tearful with warmth, compassion, and food. Sometimes, 
when we cannot possibly fathom stemming the tide of bad news or the colossal 
scale of human need all around us, God’s call is for us to respond with grace to 
the people in front of us, the animals around us. In the face of the climate crisis 
unfolding in real time, we find hope in God’s call to be caretakers of our corner 
of the created order. This does not mean we cease larger efforts, for surely it is in 
collective action that we will ultimately make the most change. But when hope 
feels faint and fleeting, we remember with Paul that God’s hope is made available 
in a profoundly local manner: "hope does not disappoint us, for God has poured 
out God’s love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us."  
 

As we begin this new year, our prayer is that we will all join together in commu-
nity to exercise the hope that God has put within us. This is our faithful response 
in a world that can sometimes be hopeless in the feeble declaration, "happy new 
year." It is a new year, and we see it being made more happy for so many. May 
we join together to continue to make God’s potentialities in actualities. 
 

God’s Peace, 
Vicar Andrew & Pastor Rachel 



  

 

   

 
 
 
This month we are marking the completion of Andrew Langford’s TEEM (Theological Ed-
ucation for Emerging Ministries) internship through Pacific Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary. He began this part of his preparation for ordained ministry in March. The program has 
included course work, activities at Emmaus including committee and council participation 
as well as leading worship and preaching, Clinical Pastoral Education at Riverbend Hospi-
tal, and regular conversations with his internship committee, mentor, and supervisor. This 
has been a robust program and Andrew has excelled in its many aspects.  
 

The members of the internship committee are Joe Cavanagh, chair, Ben Adcock, Cheryl 
Adcock, Diane Palmer, Bert Toepel, and Janet Watson. His academic mentor is Pastor Eric 
Dull of United Lutheran. His supervisor is Pastor Tom Dodd of Emmaus. Many thanks to 
all who have supported Andrew in this process including all the members of the congrega-
tion. There will be a brief service of completion during worship in February.  
 

The next step in the candidacy process is to consider Andrew for approval for ordination. 
This will be done by the Oregon Synod candidacy committee. When that committee makes 
it decision (in the affirmative!) Andrew will be available for call by a congregation 
(Emmaus!). Once a call is issued, his ordination will be scheduled. If you have any ques-
tions about any of this, please contact, Andrew, Pastor Rachel, a member of the internship 
committee, or Tom Dodd. Again, thank you for your support.      
            

Completion of Internship 

COVID Update 
Regrettably, we have had to shift gears once more as we continue to respond to 

this unfolding pandemic. Last week, received an email from Bishop Laurie of 

the Oregon Synod strongly recommending that churches close for 2-4 weeks 

due to the Omicron surge. Hospitals are full, case numbers are skyrocketing 

and even vaccinated people are getting sick. Lane County is in the severe risk 

category, with a positive case rate of 14.7% and as of yesterday, only 3 ICU beds 

were available in our area. Considering all these realities and recognizing that 

many in our congregation are in high-risk categories, the COVID Safety Team, 

in collaboration with the Executive Committee, has decided to cease in-person 

worship for the next two weeks. Sunday worship services will take place 

via livestream only, at 9:30 am as usual, for the remaining Sundays 

in January. The recording of the service will also be available throughout the 

week on our front page. We aim to resume in-person worship on February 6th. 

https://emmauseugene.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a9c41d651271513ef3cc45108&id=41c6fda764&e=c35f8748ec


 

Camp Lutherwood  
 

 Summer Staff Applications  
 

Ready to find the perfect summer job? Look no further than Camp Luther-
wood Oregon! Applications opened on Nov. 15 for new and returning staff. 
Young adults (over the age of 18) can apply to join the 2022 summer staff as 
counselors or support staff. 
Learn more at luthwoodoregon.org/jobs. 

  

 

 

                                                                                                                             

 

LAB (Listening + Adapting + Becoming) Church 

A time to gather and try out new ways to worship.  

Includes food.  

All about accessibility.  

Focuses on service. 

 

* We will be taking some time off in January to continue the process of dreaming creatively. 

Info on LAB church times and dates will be determined later in the month. Stay tuned.  

Book Club 
Starting with our Monday, March 14 meeting, the Emmaus Book Club will begin 
with a new book, Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding the 
Church, by Rachel Held Evans. Evans has a witty, insightful writing style. This 
book has been a New York Times Best Seller. The jacket promises that "Evans of-
fers the beginnings of a road map back to church that awaits when we are willing 
to give up and begin again." Brian McLaren claims the book will "...pick you up 
and dust you off, and maybe even give you a spiritual kiss on the cheek and a devo-
tional kick in the pants." You can buy the book from retailers such as Amazon.com, 
or you can pick up one of the free copies at the church. 

Meanwhile, our next Emmaus Book Club meeting is delayed until 
Mon., Feb. 21, to avoid conflict with Valentine's Day. We plan to read 
the last six chapters of How to Be An Antiracist. 

Everyone is welcome. Questions? Contact Lynn Kahle or Andrew Langford. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZdfApZcn8z1XAAmB3YpR6ILi_z9llHKev2UX21SNbxTlxm-S6Od52BQdJgbPswe5HssjUxTH0NP0ls5tCRKoXd34te5tb8kPQSnI_8mqrzjHtvO_EOyHXIQ9QD4y5ZT2ChIKjVnRqF5kxaNYBghBm9ji5kExFpva&c=HEyT0eYPj1oPFaMMvMduQuMxFSmtdcy6YpezVDliolq7WyBpS6EDPg==&ch=Ego-


 

*CUE (Central, United, & Emmaus) Events* 
 

For all Middle & High School youth: February 18-21 (President's Day Weekend): Snow Trip 
All youth are invited to join us for a snow trip over to the Sun River area. We will leave the even-
ing of Friday Feb. 18th and return Monday Feb. 21st. We will stay at the home of a family from 
Central and youth will have the opportunity to ski or snowboard on Saturday and Sunday. Youth do 
not have to ski or snowboard, I personally will be building magnificent snowmen. The cost of 
the trip is equal to the rental cost of any ski or snowboarding equipment your youth needs and a 
day pass. All food and transportation costs will be covered by the church. Lift tickets (when pur-
chased online) are $134 for the holiday weekend. Rental equipment: $56 - $67 depending on what 
you need. 
 

This means that the cost of the trip is dependent on the needs of your youth. If your youth wants to 
just come and hang out and enjoy the snow then all their expenses are covered and if they just need 
a lift ticket it is different then if they will need rentals and lift tickets. In order to plan for the trip I 
do need to know as soon as possible if your youth is going to join us on this trip. (I am also open to 
friends joining, I just need to get a head count). Please contact Crystal for more information. 
 
Saturday, February 12th at 10am to 3pm - Kids Valentine's and Pre-Lent Party 
All kids are invited to a party at Emmaus Lutheran Church to celebrate Valentine's Day and do 
some Pre-Lent preparations. Our time together will include crafts, games, Lenten exploration, and 
so much fun! While I hope this presents an opportunity for parents to take a Valentine's break your-
selves, I also would love some parent and teen volunteers. Please let me know if you or your 
teen are able to help with this adventure. Please RSVP by Sunday, February 6th.  
 
Wednesday, March 23rd - Easter Celebration  
We would like to offer another day event for  kids that is Easter/Holy Week focused. I was thinking 
that Spring Break may be an ideal time to do this, but I would love your feedback. Would your 
family be interested in an event (similar to our Christmas party) during the break? Or would a Sat-
urday before or after Spring break be better for you? Thank you for your responses and help in 
scheduling this event.  
 

 

Sharing our building 
Though COVID has caused some temporary cessation of some meetings and programs, 
we are so happy to be able to once again be sharing our building with other groups in 
town. We just welcomed a group on Saturday evenings called, “We do recover”. It’s a 
narcotic anonymous group that hasn't been able to meet up since Covid-19 started. They 
just had their first meeting in close to 2 years and they couldn't be happier. We also just 
provided a place for Cabaletta Productions to put on an Opera called Free Men in 
March. 



 

Business  
Matters 

 

 

 

 *If you would like a Word in Season devotion book, please contact the office  

 (office@emmauseugene.org) or 541-344-1150. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   
 

~Council Updates~ 

From our most recent Council Meeting (Jan. 18): 

 There’s some exciting stuff happening with livestream and cameras! Brent Johnson and 
Andrew have been hard at work figuring out our NEW camera in the sanctuary. It’s a PTZ 
(point-tilt-zoom) camera, which promises to make for a better worship experience on Sun-
day mornings. A big thanks also to Arne Berglund for his help in setting up the network and 
to Noah Kerr for his consultation on audio! 

 Our ongoing collaboration with Faith Avenue is an amazing blessing. In addition to shar-
ing space, we also do God’s work together. Most recently, Faith Avenue has decided to help 
with our pallet shelter ministry by designing and installing a pathway in the pallet shelter 
courtyard to help with the increased traffic in that area as the rain and snow have come.  

 A few months ago, Council commissioned a subcommittee, headed by Jane Batterson, to 
pursue a couple of constitutional amendments that will help ensure council can make need-
ed expenditures (changing the old, 1980’s limit of $3,000 to $6,000) and that, when needed, 
council can make provisions for digital voting at Congregational Meetings. Thanks to Jane, 
Deena Frosaker, and Gerry Stolp for their work on these efforts. 

*Here is our most recent financial update. If you have any 

questions, please contact our treasurer, Dave Frosaker.* 

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF December 31, 2021 

2021 budgeted expenses thru December 31st $269,026.00 

2021 actual income $265,558.31 

2021 actual expenses $263,422.47  

Difference between income and expenses +$2,135.84     



 

Do you see someone we missed or a description that needs to be filled out?  
Please let Melinda know. Thanks for your help and your prayers! 

 
 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

• Ted Anderson—Continued Healing  

• Nola Baird—Prayers for fewer complications with dialysis, resolution of her health 

concerns, and strength to face this difficult situation  

• Marge Churchill—Quick recovery at rehab center 

• David Crane (Carolyn Bauder & Judy Koppermann’s nephew)—Healing 

• Willard Grabofsky—Continued prayers for good health 

• Conrad Grosenick (Judith Grosenick's brother)— On hospice with kidney failure  

• Joyce Gilbert (Suzanne Cavanagh's mother)— Placed in Hospice 

• Janice and Family (Jeanne Hubbard’s daughter)—Prayers for comfort and strength 

to get through a difficult time  

• Miriam Jaschek — Continued recovery from a knee replacement 

• Bob LeClair (Friend of Diane Neet)—Newly diagnosed kidney tumor, prayers for 

what’s ahead  

• Lori Kugler —  Recovering from surgery for breast cancer  

• Katrina Nussman—Preparing to begin seminary 

• Linda Omar (friend of Nanci Strickland)—Cancer treatment  

• Sophia (extended family to Diane Palmer)—Cancer treatment 

• Steve Palmer– Continued healing after finishing radiation treatments 

• Diane Paulson— Quick recovery from surgery   

• Ramona Setzler (Suzanne Cavanagh’s friend)—Treatment for malignant melanoma   

• Gerry Stolp —  diagnosis of bladder cancer  

• John Vahala (brother of Joan Golbek) — in the ICU with Covid 

 

 

Pastor Rachel and Andrew will be on vacation January 24th-28th. If you need 

pastoral care during this time, please contact Peter Kugler. 

Melinda will be out of the office January 25th. 



 

 

 

JANUARY 

 

Ellen Walton —Jan  2 

Katie Craven —Jan  2 

Maya Scott —Jan  4 

Evelyn Swank —Jan 4 

Mike Barnes —Jan 5 

Marcel Davis —Jan 8 

Bradley Schoellhorn —Jan 8 

Arne Berglund —Jan 9 

Deena Frosaker —Jan 17 

Bert Toepel —Jan 18 

Bob Schoellhorn —Jan 19 

Elva Duvall —Jan 21 

Karen Warner —Jan 23 

Harriet Shultz —Jan 26 

Jana Bauder —Jan 31 

FEBRUARY 

 

Elaine Herbison — FEB 2 

Pat Cook — FEB 4 

Mike Tompkins — FEB 5 

Dave Frosaker — FEB 7 

Jerry Strand — FEB 10 

Marty Knight — FEB 12 

Zachary Kugler-Snarr -FEB 14 

Cathy Dunlap — FEB 14 

Eleanor Triem — FEB 16 

Ted Anderson — FEB 17 

Abigail Smith — FEB 18 

Brian Hamilton — FEB 18 

Lori Kugler — FEB 26 

Jay Knight — FEB 28 



EMMAUS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

EUGENE, OR 

united in response to grace, 

empowered by the Holy Spir-

it, 

serving the Lord with glad-

ness. 

Congregation Council: 

Kim Scott, President 

Peter Kugler, Vice President 

Valerie Sacks, Secretary 

Kathleen Kerr, Learning 

Ministry 

Lynn Kahle, Service Ministry 

Elva Duvall, Support Ministry 

Deena Frosaker, Witness 

Ministry 

Jane Batterson, Worship 

Ministry 

1250 West 18th Avenue 

Eugene, OR 97402 

541-344-1150 

office@emmauseugene.org 

www.emmauseugene.org 

 

Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday  9:00 -Noon 

*Other times by appointment 
 

Staff 

PASTOR:  Rachel Langford                   

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Andrew Langford                   

MUSICIAN:  Dan Smith          

CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Brent Anderson       

OFFICE MANAGER: Melinda Garcia                                 

YOUTH PROGRAM COORDINATOR: Crystal Miller             

CUSTODIAN: Kris Jennings 

 

    

Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ congregation 


