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Candle Lighting

Jeremiah 33:14-16

By Rev. Dr. Shelly Barrick Parsons

Are We There Yet…Living into Hope
Responsive Reading
Our eyes scan for glimpses of hope, yet,
Desperate images persist.
Prophets’ visions of hope promise
A time is surely coming when:
Promises will be fulfilled,
Graciousness will reign,
Justice and righteousness will persist,
All of creation will be safe.
Living into Hope, we cry,
May it be so!
Candle Lighting
At home or in worship, light one candle if that is your practice.
Even as we wonder, “Are we there yet?,” we light this candle with HOPE. With the eyes
of hope, we will point out where God’s blessings are permeating our surroundings with
justice and truth. Where justice and truth are absent, guided by hope, we commit to
speak the truth in love and work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
Closing Prayer
God, you are the source of all that is trustworthy and righteous. As we
enter this season of Advent, open our eyes to your presence. Remove the
scales of despair and replace them with the lens of hope so we can see the
places where your hope is breaking in. Give us a sense of wonder and
imagination so that we will be messengers of hope. Amen.
Breath Prayer for the Week to Come (Isaiah 40)
Breathe in thinking:
Those who hope in the Lord,
Breathe out thinking:
will renew their strength.
Repeat three times.
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First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021

Jeremiah 33:14-16

Reflection and Discu!ion

By Rev. Noah McIntee

Scripture Context
Our reading for today is God’s answer to Jeremiah’s question found in 32:16-25.
There, Jeremiah lays out in detail how he followed God’s command to buy the field of
his relative, who came to him according to the “right of redemption” which was
established in Leviticus 25:25. Jeremiah bought the field, as instructed, and now he
prays to God with what amounts to a long walk for a short question: why?
Specifically, why had God wanted Jeremiah to buy a plot of land in a city which
had already fallen to the Chaldeans (aka the Second Babylonian, or Neo-Babylonian,
Empire). Why buy conquered land? Why buy anything at all when the enemy is at the
gates and Jeremiah finds himself locked down in the court?
The Lord answers Jeremiah by saying that the city will fall and it is being given
into the hands of the Chaldeans – but all is not lost. The hinge verse, where the Lord
shifts his tone from destruction to redemption, comes in Jeremiah 32:42–43:
“For thus says the LORD: Just as I have brought all this great disaster upon this people,
so I will bring upon them all the good that I promise them. Fields shall be bought in this
land of which you are saying, ‘It is a desolation, without man or beast; it is given into the
hand of the Chaldeans.’”
The Lord continues his response by promising redemption and restoration in our
reading for today.
Read Jeremiah 33:14-16.
Reflect
“The days are coming” is a classic opener for a piece of prophecy. Jeremiah, more
than any other prophet, heard the Lord speak this way and recorded it more than a
dozen times in the book that bears his name. Poetically speaking, Scripture says that the
days are “swift” or “past,” or they are “like an evening shadow,” or “like the grass which
withers.” But prophetically, as well as chronologically, the days are coming.
For Jeremiah, the future was both dreadful and hopeful. The coming days would
bring redemption and the growth of the Righteous Branch. But in the current days,
Jeremiah is trapped in Jerusalem, besieged on all sides by an enemy, and God has
already told Jeremiah that Jerusalem will fall.
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First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021

Jeremiah 33:14-16

For us, the future is many things, but probably most of all: unclear. We think that
if we know what is coming, we will fare better. Jeremiah saw the future clearly, but still
suffered.
Just as it was with Jeremiah, we live in a world in which we suffer hardship, pain,
and sin. But we also have in common the sure promise of fulfillment that is coming “in
those days.” Beyond Jeremiah, we have seen Christ and we have already received the
Gospel. We see the growth of the Righteous Branch which springs up from the stump of
the tree, life emerging from death.
Are we there yet? Not yet, at least not fully – but the days are coming.
Discuss
✴ Jeremiah was told to do things in the present (buy a field in conquered territory)
because it signified what would happen in the future (fields shall be bought again).
How do God’s future plans for you get reflected in your present life? What are things
that God is calling you to do now that don’t seem to match the way the world is
working around you?
✴ When the Lord says “the days are coming,” we are being pointed toward the future
which the Lord then reveals. What do you think about your own future? How would
you describe your future? Does it match with the trajectory you are on or will there
be a marked change? Is there an area in your life which needs to (or you want to)
change?
✴ What does the image of a “Righteous Branch” bring to your mind? How does the
image in Jeremiah relate to the words of Jesus who says “I am the vine, you are the
branches”?
✴ When an enemy army is about to overthrow your whole country, the promise to be
“saved” and “dwell securely” is an existential, foundational hope. What do you hope
to receive from God? From what do you need to be saved? What does security look
like in your life, and where do you find it?
✴ The Lord says that the city, Jerusalem, will be called “The Lord is Our
Righteousness.” If you were to create a name that spoke to your own situation, what
would it be? If it helps, use the pattern from this passage and fill in the blank for
yourself: “The Lord is my ____________.”
Pray
God Our Righteousness, may your future become our present. Let us experience the joy
of our salvation and the life of the Righteous Branch, Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray, amen.
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Second Sunday of Advent
December 5, 2021

Candle Lighting

Luke 1:68-79

By Rev. Dr. Shelly Barrick Parsons

Are We There Yet…Working for Peace
Responsive Reading
Creation calls out for peace, yet,
Isolation, grudges, and cruelty abound.
God’s Word summons us to
Guide our feet in the way of peace:
Act in tender mercy,
Give and receive forgiveness,
Remember the lonely.
Working for your Peace, O God,
We cry, may it be so!
Candle Lighting
At home or in worship, light two candles if that is your practice.
We are uneasy and unsettled asking, “Are we there yet God?!” In hope, we light this
candle of PEACE to remind us that you desire goodness for all creation. We breathe
deeply of that peace to calm our hearts, to strengthen our resolve, and to commit anew
to the work of seeking your tender mercy for all creation.
Closing Prayer
Merciful God, hear our prayers for peace and commitment to work for a
world where: the hungry are filled with good things, mercy is extended to
everyone, the lowly and lonely are lifted up, those gripped by despair are
comforted, and sins are forgiven. Guide our feet to this work so your
peace will draw closer. Amen.
Breath Prayer for the Week to Come (Philippians 4)
Breathe in thinking:
The Lord is near.
Breathe out thinking:
Don’t be anxious about anything.
Repeat three times.
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Second Sunday of Advent
December 5, 2021

Reflection and Discu!ion

Luke 1:68-79

By Rev. Maggie Alsup

Scripture Context
Our reading for today is sometimes called Zechariah’s song. It is a prophecy from
Zechariah about what is to come and what has always been held as truth. He and his
wife, Elizabeth, are older and yet God works to provide them with a child. This child is
John the Baptist and is the cousin to Jesus.
In our reading, Zechariah notes that God has been faithful in the past, that God is
the way to our salvation, and that God’s path to salvation is through peace. He says all of
this will come through Jesus, but that his son John will be the one to prepare the way, to
prophesy to the greatness and mercy of God that are found from generation to
generation.
God is not something or someone that is far off and distant. Rather, God is
personal. God is invested in our lives and our actions. God is with us every step of our
journey.
Zechariah’s song comes one week after the birth of John. I image him holding his
son, full of joy and love and the hope that can be found in this miracle. In this moment
he sees all the joy and wonder that God can create. And he knows that this blessing, that
John, is to be the one to go before and tell of the great mercy and love of God that can be
found in in the coming of the Christ child.
This song is one that brings us hope in dark times. It is a song that points to the
faithfulness of God no matter what life throws our way. It is fitting to revisit this song
this year — for we have had countless losses, lives have been upended, relationships
have been changed, and life seems to be in utter chaos.
And at times we seem utterly lost. We find ourselves living in darkness. But the
hope and the promise of Advent is this, “The tender mercy of our God will shine on us
and will guide our feet into the path of peace.”
Read Luke 1:68-79.
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Second Sunday of Advent
December 5, 2021

Luke 1:68-79

Reflect
This surely can’t be our destination!
For we long for a world of peace.
But we are stuck —
Trapped in our own darkness and all that divides us.
We are unable to seek joy;
we have lost our love for our neighbors.
As we continue to spiral in the pool of chaos,
we wonder — is this really our fate?
No, for your promised us mercy and goodness.
Shine your light on us once more.
Direct our tired and achy feet in the way of peace,
That even in our exhaustion,
we may prepare ourselves for your coming reign —
for your great joy and love
this day and forevermore.
Discuss
✴ When have you felt the presence of God in your life this week?
✴ Who in your life has shown God’s light and mercy?
✴ Do you think that peace and mercy are things that we can achieve in our lives these
days?
✴ What signs of peace and mercy have you seen in your life this week?
✴ What are two concrete things you can do to show God’s mercy and peace to those
around you in the coming week?
Pray
God of peace, in a broken and hurting world, we long to be made whole. Show us signs
of your love — shine your light upon our darkness. Bind us to one another, reminding us
of our connectedness. May you guide our steps back to one another and to you this day,
that we may prepare our hearts to welcome Christ. Amen.
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Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021

Candle Lighting

Luke 1:68-79

By Rev. Dr. Shelly Barrick Parsons

Are We There Yet…Chasing Joy
Responsive Reading
Songs of joy are echoing around us, yet,
Hopelessness headlines the news feed.
Your word cries out for joyful gratitude:
To share when our bellies are full,
To give when our closets are overflowing,
To sing praises when we are filled with joy.
Chasing Joy and giving thanks for your abundance,
We cry, may it be so!
Candle Lighting
At home or in worship, light three candles if that is your practice. If your practice
includes having a pink candle, this is the week to light it as the third.
We cry out, “Are we there yet God?!,” and even as we cry, we light this candle with
JOY. A joy that does not dismiss suffering or gloss over despair. We light the candle
with the deep gladness found when we gather as a community and recount the mighty
acts of God who saves us and who never abandons us.
Closing Prayer
God of the morning, even those who long for the sunrise are surprised by
the glory and joy of the day breaking. Strengthen us to seek out and chase
joy, and when found to sing your praises for all to hear. Amen.
Breath Prayer for the Week to Come (Philippians 4)
Breathe in thinking:
Rejoice in the Lord always.
Breathe out thinking:
Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
Repeat three times.
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Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021

Reflection and Discu!ion

Luke 1:68-79

By Rev. Chris Bailey

Scripture Context
Feeling the weight of Roman occupation, the Israelites are eagerly looking for
someone to restore their political fortune. We see this expectation at play in the verses
leading up to our reading for today. John the Baptist emerges against a political context.
Historical figures like Tiberius, Pontius Pilate, and Herod Antipas do more than simply
give us the timeframe of our story, these characters give us a broad sense of just how
overwhelming the forces of occupation have become.
Read Luke 3:7-18.
Reflect
John the Baptist emerges among the expectation of rebellion and uprising within
the context of Roman occupation. The people of Israel are actively looking for someone
to lead them against their oppressors, and John is seen as a possible candidate for this
role. However, we see that John actively rejects this responsibility.
Even further, John pushes against their expectations of such a figure ever
emerging. Like other prophets before him, he instead pushes the crowd (and, us) to look
inward for release from these oppressive forces. John’s call to repentance is both simple
and subversive. Those with excess are called to give to those without. Those with power
should not abuse their authority for personal gain.
The ethic John presents is not groundbreaking. These are straightforward ideas
of what caring for your neighbor and community should look like. But, they are
subversive in the critique they offer of their occupiers. Empire is inherently exploitative,
and those who are coming to be baptized are participating in these systems of
oppression, despite their Hebrew identity.
In this sense, John is making the point that their heritage means nothing if it
does not bear the fruits of compassion and community. Like John, we eagerly look to
Christ as the full embodiment of God’s love bearing this fruit of compassion.
Discuss
✴ What does John’s call to repentance mean for us, today?
✴ In what ways, even if unintentional, do we support systems of oppression? How does
this play into our failure to care for those at the margins?
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Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021

Luke 1:68-79

✴ What are some pragmatic steps that we can take to live into our baptismal calling?
✴ How do we maintain these practices beyond the Advent season?
Pray
Gracious God, continue to subvert our expectations during this season of anticipation.
Remind us that baptism is not a passive ritual, but an active calling that pushes us to
examine and dismantle the ways we participate in oppressive systems. By your Spirit,
guide us to live into the example of love and compassion made apparent in the coming
Christ. Amen.

9

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021

Candle Lighting

Micah 5:2-5a

By Rev. Dr. Shelly Barrick Parsons

Are We There Yet…Longing for Love
Responsive Reading
Our hands reach out in love, yet,
They are met with divisiveness and hatred.
The word from the prophets,
Calls us back to God’s loving kindness:
Inviting the remnant to return,
Seeking the least significant,
Offering security and peace,
Gathering the flock to dwell in green pastures.
Journeying home to you, O God, and
Longing for your Love
We cry, may it be so!
Candle Lighting
At home or in worship, light all four candles if that is your practice.
Even as we ponder the brokenness we see and ask, “Are we there yet God?!,” we
continue to long for reconciliation. So, we light this candle remembering your LOVE. A
love that is willing to go to depths beyond our fathoming and bring forth new life. A
love that is willing to forgive and seek reconciliation even in the most fractured
relationships and places. We light this candle longing for that love to enter our hearts
and call us to action.
Closing Prayer
God of the prodigal, we thank you that even when we turn and run from
you, you unclench your fists, open your arms, call us home, and welcome
us into your embrace. May we be so inspired by your love that we move
from separation from you and one another to the warm embrace of love
and service. Amen.
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021

Micah 5:2-5a

Breath Prayer for the Week to Come (1 John 4)
Breathe in thinking:
God is love.
Breathe out thinking:
those who abide in love abide in God.
Repeat three times.

Reflection and Discu!ion

By Rev. Allison Maus

Scripture Context
Like many prophets, Micah shares a serious message of judgment upon God’s
people who live in hypocrisy, turn to idolatry, and disregard those in need, while also
highlighting God’s care and movement toward justice and mercy. Today’s passage
comes in a moment of hopelessness for Jerusalem as Micah foresees the Assyrians’
invasion ready to lay siege to the city. But, even with impending doom there is
confidence in God’s steadfast love and hope for salvation in the future.
Read Micah 5:2-5a.
Reflect
See art on next page.
The backdrop for this passage is destruction and hopelessness. Picture a section
of land deforested, trunks of trees roughly chopped and all life they supported scattered.
Yet, in the midst of the destruction there is a sprout, a hope for new life and a sign of a
fresh start. It will take time to grow, but the waiting will be worth it, for it will bring the
shelter of a tall shade tree, the nourishment of your favorite fruit tree, and peace in
abundance.
Discuss
✴ Sometimes it’s difficult to feel hopeful in the midst of all that is happening in the
world and our lives. What might you need to mourn?
✴ Where in our world do you see the need for Divine restoration?
What hope does the promise of this text offer today?
✴ What signs in the world today help us to hold out for God’s promised peace?
✴ How are we being called to live into the truth of God’s promised peace and
salvation?
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021

Micah 5:2-5a

Pray
Holy Renewer, we sit in the midst of injustice, social inequity, and a changing climate
that can feel overwhelming. In this we are grateful for the steadfastness you offer. Guide
us to see the signs of the ways you are working toward restoration through your love, so
that we might be inspired to hope for the peace you promise. Amen.

12

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021

Candle Lighting

Micah 5:2-5a

By Rev. Dr. Shelly Barrick Parsons

We Are There
Responsive Reading
Emmanuel
God is with us.
All who are weary with heavy burdens
And tired from the journey,
Welcome home.
All who have asked over and over,
Are we there yet?!
Welcome home, the table is ready.
A child is born us,
He will be called Emmanuel,
God is with us, and
Justice and righteousness will persist,
The lonely will be remembered,
Those who are hungry will be filled with good things,
And all of creation will be welcomed home with open arms.
It is so! Thanks be to God!
Candle Lighting
At home or in worship, light all four candles and a center Christ candle if that is your
practice. You can continue to light all five candles through Epiphany on January 6.
Tonight [today] we light the Christ candle in celebration of Jesus Christ whose life,
death, and resurrection overcame all that was barren, broken, and death-dealing in
this world. Throughout Advent, have been waiting and asking, “Are we there yet?” As
we light this candle, we know we have made it at least for a moment, thankful for the
journey of Advent that leads us to celebrate with hope, peace, joy, and love because of
the birth of Jesus Christ – Emmanuel, God with us!
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Christmas

December 24-25, 2021

John 1:1-14

Closing Prayer
Come Lord Jesus.
Be our guest at the tables we will gather around,
and with those who have no one to gather with.
Be our guest as we seek reconciliation,
and with those who are alienated from you and those they love.
Be our guest as we seek healing and hope,
and with those who are suffering in mind, body, and spirit.
Be our guest as we praise your mighty power,
and with those who are weak and vulnerable.
All glory and honor are yours,
child born to us, God in flesh,
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace! Amen.
Breath Prayer for the Week to Come
Breathe in thinking:
Emmanuel
Breathe out thinking:
God is with us.
Repeat three times.

Reflection and Discu!ion
By Rev. L. British Hyrams
Scripture Context
This is the opening passage of the Gospel of John. This book is seen by some as
being more theological than historical. It has as many differences as it does similarities
with the other three (synoptic) gospel books. The same captivating symbolic language
used here is used throughout the book to proclaim Jesus is the Messiah.
Read John 1:1-14.
Reflect
“Is that it?!”
One Christmas Day, my husband and I were mortified when one of our three
young children uttered these three words after opening several generous gifts from their
grandparents: “Is that it?!” All the hype leading up to Christmas day made the actual day
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Christmas

December 24-25, 2021

John 1:1-14

a serious let down for our little one. We certainly worked harder after this experience to
keep the commercialism in check and focus on the miracle, meaning, and mystery of the
birth of Jesus, “the Word became flesh.”
Those of us who are “adulting” feel that way sometimes too. Many times, we
reach a point that we thought was going to be an inflection point: passing a test,
finishing an internship, getting your own place, or reaching your 21st birthday, but we
find ourselves wondering, “Is that it?!”
John 1:1 mimics Genesis 1:1, “in the beginning,” reminding us of the eternal
nature of the Word, of Jesus as Divine Creator. By verse 14, we are firmly planted in the
earthly reality that God chose to share with us in a physical body, Jesus Christ.
The birth of Jesus was another beginning in the covenant relationship where God
is always faithful, despite the many times we fail to be and do that which reflects our
Christian faith. By the power of the Holy Spirit, God is STILL with us, and every
milestone, every significant event, is a new beginning.
On this Christmas Day, if the words “is that it?” ring true for you, know that the
Word made flesh, the Light of Life, STILL shines in the darkness and the darkness does
NOT extinguish it.
Discuss
✴ What have you learned along the journey to your most recent “new beginning?” How
can your faith in Christ bring light and life to where you may be headed now?
✴ Everything came into being through the Word (Jesus Christ) — creation was
intentional. You are not an afterthought to God. How have you experienced God’s
purpose for creating you, in your own life, or perhaps in the lives of others?
✴ Many Christians are uncomfortable talking to others about their faith; but a witness,
like John, merely gives testimony affirming what they have seen, heard, experienced,
or know by divine revelation. On this Christmas Day, what do you know for sure?
Will you trust the Spirit to guide you in sharing it with others?
✴ The light of life in Jesus Christ can never be extinguished. No matter how much
darkness surrounds the light, the light never ever goes out. Who or what situations
are causing darkness in your life? What glimpse of light and hope has the Holy Spirit
revealed to you?
Pray
Lord of life and light, thank you for coming to us in the beginning and always being with
us. Open our hearts and minds to welcome you and believe in your name. In every
situation, enable us to know your presence, full of kindness and divine truth. Glory to
God! Ashe. Amen.
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Editor’s Note
The main reflections here, and those contributors’ prayers, are also included in
Words for Waiting: Daily Devotions for Advent and Christmas 2021. This year’s Words
for Waiting devotional features writers and makers representing 28 different
Presbyterian-supported student faith communities on 37 college campuses, plus some
neighbors from other areas of the Church too. It’s available as a PDF download and as
daily blog posts at ukirkadvent.org. While campus ministries often spend much of
Advent scattered for winter break, we hope the additional resources included in this
companion guide will be meaningful to a variety of faith communities. Feel free to adapt
them to fit the needs of your community, and use them during Sunday worship or midweek check ins, in groups or for personal reflection, or anywhere else they will enrich
these days leading up to Christmas.
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