




Scripture Reading Luke 8:4-15 

The Parable of the Sower 

When a great crowd gathered and people from town after town came to him, he said in a parable: "A sower went out to 

sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell on the path and was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. Some fell on 

the rock; and as it grew up, it withered for lack of moisture. Some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and 

choked it. Some fell into good soil, and when it grew, it produced a hundredfold." As he said this, he called out, "Let 

anyone with ears to hear listen!" 

The Purpose of the Parables 

Then his disciples asked him what this parable meant. He said, "To you it has been given to know the secrets of the 

kingdom of God; but to others I speak in parables, so that 

'looking they may not perceive, 

and listening they may not understand.' 

The Parable of the Sower Explained 

"Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones on the path are those who have heard; then the devil 

comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. The ones on the rock are 

those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe only for a while and in a time 

of testing fall away. As for what fell among the thorns, these are the ones who hear; but as they go on their way, they are 

choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. But as for that in the good soil, these 

are the ones who, when they hear the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patient 

endurance." 

Sermon 

Special Music    The Earth Belongs to God Alone

Affirmation of Faith A Creed: The Mini-Parables of Jesus 

We believe in the love-kindom of God, 

through Christ upon us, within us, beyond us. 

We believe the love-kindom is like a mustard seed; 

sown in apparent insignificance, 

growing into magnificence for the greening of the world. 

We believe the love-kindom is like yeast; 

inserted in humble insignificance into the dough of life, 

expanding into enough bread for the world. 

We believe the love-kindom of God is like a treasure; 

lost and rendered insignificant under the ground, 

now found with joy and thanksgiving. 

We believe the love-kindom of God is like pearls; 

all others become in insignificant 

when the largest, most beautiful pearl of all is found. 

We believe the love-kindom of God is like a net full 

of fish; 

where even insignificant sardines are saved 

but worm-ridden barracuda are thrown away. 

We believe in the love-kindom of God, 

through Christ upon us, within us, beyond us; 

where the meek and the poor, the merciful and the 

hungry, 

rejoice with the angels of God. 

Loving God, we believe; scatter our unbelief. Amen 

(continued) 
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