For A New Beginning by John O’Donohue
In out-of-the-way places of the heart,
Where your thoughts never think to wander,
This beginning has been quietly forming,
Waiting until you were ready to emerge.
For a long time it has watched your desire,
Feeling the emptiness growing inside you,
Noticing how you willed yourself on,
Still unable to leave what you had outgrown.
It watched you play with the seduction of
And the gray promises that sameness whispered,
heard the waves of turmoil rise and relent,
wondered would you always live like this.
Then the delight, when your courage kindled
And out you stepped onto new ground,
Your eyes young again with energy and dream,
A path of plenitude opening before you.
Though your destination is not yet
You can trust the promise of this opening;
Unfurl yourself into the grace of beginning
That is at one with your life’s desire.
Awaken your spirit to adventure;
Hold nothing back, learn to find ease in risk;
Soon you will be home in a new rhythm,
For your soul senses the world that awaits you.

Dear Friends of Good Shepherd,
As the year comes to a close, the newly formed finance committee reports that GSPC pledges and donations
totaled $145,000 and operating expenses were $170,000. This left us with a deficit of $25,000. However, we
covered the shortfall with grants from the PPP and the Denver Presbytery. Therefore, GSPC met its 2020
financial obligations during a pandemic and with the other challenges the last year brought to us.
In spite of 2020’s challenges, we met our renovation expenses and navigated the changes in personnel/
leadership, transition to temporary on-line worship, and continued our excellent food bank ministry.
However, Good Shepherd cannot continue to spend more than we bring in as this is not a sustainable plan. The
finance committee is actively looking to reduce our expenses and asks the entire congregation to brainstorm
ways to improve the financial situation at Good Shepherd. It’s important to reflect on all we value about this
faith community and how we can individually contribute to Good Shepherd as we work together to build a
compassionate and kind world.
Whether you are a long-time supporter or considering your first gift to Good Shepherd, it is important you know
why your gift matters. The cumulative total of our financial pledge’s account for 85% of Good Shepherd’s
operating budget. These gifts contribute to the transformational mission of the church, allowing Good Shepherd
to show up in these uncertain times.
We continue to grow, support, and revitalize ourselves and our community through our Food Bank Ministry, our
work as a Matthew 25 church, our Anti-Racism Sunday conversations, our blooming relationship with Journey
with Migrants and the Interfaith Immigration Alliance, our reinvigorated relationship with Vantage Point High
School, our music and worship program and possible Messy Church - a new Saturday night new worship service,
and a continued commitment to local and global mission. These programs are a powerful testimony of how
YOUR support makes a difference as we boldly live out our faith together.
On January 24, we hope you will attend the annual meeting, held over Zoom, where we will review our
completed year-end financial statement and other committee reports. We are happy to answer your questions
during this meeting and provide any additional information. With your help, we are committed to building a
compassionate world in the coming year.
With Gratitude,
Rev. Sheri Fry
Interim Pastor
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