This order of service can be used in conjunction with the service video found
on the First Presbyterian Church Pottstown Pa. YouTube channel.
In preparation for this Service for Wholeness, we encourage you to think of places in the world
and people in your life for whom God is inviting you to pray.
Perhaps you would like to gather a candle or two so that you can light them where you are
as we light them in the sanctuary.

FPC HOUSE CHURCH
Service of Wholeness
August 23, 2020
Greetings and Introduction
Prayer of Invocation
Come Holy Spirit, you have placed yearning in our hearts, now bring healing to body, mind and spirit.
Bless the heads that bow, the hands that touch, the hearts that hope. Bring healing; bring peace in the
grace of your Presence. Amen.
Prelude

Just As I Am -- Curry

*Gathering Words
L: We gather in your presence, Holy One,
All: in our own need, and bringing with us the needs of the world.
L: We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus,
All: and in him you know the experience of human life.
L: We come with our faith and with our doubts;
All: we come with our hopes and with our fears.
L: We come as we are, because you have invited us;
All: and you have promised never to turn us away. (Iona Community)
*Hymn

Be Still for the Presence of the Lord

Prayer of Confession
L: Jesus said: Ask and it will be given to you;
seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to you.
All: For everyone who asks receives,
and the one who seeks finds,
and to the one who knocks it will be opened.
L: Friends in Christ,
…
Let us keep silence and consider our sins.
(silent examination of our hearts and lives)
L: O God, gladly we live and move and have our being in you.
Yet always in the midst of creation’s glory, we see sin’s shadow and feel death’s darkness.
It is around us in the earth, sea and sky, in the abuse of matter.
It is beside us in the broken, the hungry, the neglected and the poor,
in the betrayal of one another;
and often, deep within us, in a striving against your Spirit.
All: O Trinity of Love, forgive us, that we may forgive one another;
Heal us, that we may become a people of healing,

And renew us that we may be makers of peace. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Declaration of Forgiveness
…
L: Friends, believe the good news:
P: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
L: Jesus says, “I have come that you might have life, and your joy might be complete.”
*Response

Time With Children
Anthem

Moments Serene

Scripture Reading
Reading

Stevens

Kristen Hyde, flute

Luke 5: 12-26

A Dialogue Between Jesus and Peter (Iona Community)

Bearing Witness

Rob Wade, Emilio Socci
Marie Kayati

Prayers of Intercession
Prayers for the World
(as people come forward to lift up a place in the world where God’s healing power is
needed, you are invited where you are to light a candle and lift up a petition of intercession.
Let our respose to each petition be, “Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.”)
Prayers for Ourselves and Those Near to Us
(As people in the sanctuary join in the laying on of hands, they sit and stand on behalf of all who are
gathered and scattered. As we pray, you are invited where you are to bow your head or place your hand
on someone near to you, and in the silences, name aloud or in silence those whom the Spirit brings to
mind.)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever, Amen.

*Hymn

Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

* Benediction
*Postlude

The Lord Bless You and Keep You

arr. Rutter

Be Still for the Presence of the Lord
David J. Evans

Be still for the presence of the Lord,
the Holy One is here;
Come bow before Him now,
with reverence and fear;
In Him no sin is found,
we stand on holy ground.
Be still, for the presence of the Lord,
the Holy One is here.
Be still for the glory of the Lord
is shining all around;
He burns with holy fire,
with splendor He is crowned;
How awesome is the sight -our radiant king of light!
Be still, for the glory of the Lord
is shining all around.
Be still, for the power of the Lord
is moving in this place:
He comes to cleanse and heal,
to minister His grace -No work too hard for Him.
In faith receive from Him.
Be still, for the power of the Lord
is moving in this place.

