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Dear Gulf Coast Synod Leaders, 

Thank you for your outstanding leadership in a very difficult year. Church leadership
takes prayerful diligence even in the best of times. In times like these, wise, patient,
thoughtful, and strategic leaders are more vital than ever.  

This year we would like to offer you a gift to support your work. This devotional book
contains a short devotion for each month of the year, whether for Councils,
committees or homes. Begin with sharing highs and lows for the last week with the
group. If you’re using this for personal devotions write them in your journal as a
reflection. Then read through the devotion. 

I pray it serves as reminder that we are better together, planting churches,
responding to disasters, calling pastors and deacons, doing campus ministry, or
supporting a network of global churches. 

Yours in Christ, 

Bishop Mike
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When  I  a d o p t e d  t h i s  v e r s e  a s  “ my  own ” ,  t w o  i m a g e s  t h a t

ma t t e r e d  we r e  t r e a s u r e  a n d  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p owe r ,

o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c l a y  j a r s  a r e  u n i q u e  i n  t h e  s c e n e

— t h e y  c o u l d  b e  c r a c k e d  o r  b r o k e n  t o  d i s p l a y  s a i d  t r e a s u r e .

No t  o n l y  am  I  v u l n e r a b l e  t r a n s p o r t  f o r  t h e  t r e a s u r e ,  I  am

a l s o  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  a l o n g  b y  t h e  P owe r  t h a t  i s  mo v i n g  t h e

l i g h t  i n t o  t h o s e  p l a c e s  whe r e  i t  i s  n e e d e d .  He r e ,  t h e

J a p a n e s e  a r t  o f  k i n t s u k u r o i  c ome s  t o  my  r e s c u e ,  s h i f t i n g

t h e  i m a g e  t o  my  a b s o l u t e  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  t h e  P o t t e r .  B e i n g

r e f u r b i s h e d  w i t h  a  g o l d  s t r e a k  h a s  i t s  me r i t s !  W i t h  e a c h

a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  c l a y  j a r  g r ow s  mo r e  d i s t i n c t ;  b r o k e n  a n d

r e n ew ed  s o  t h a t  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  c a n  e n d l e s s l y

i n v a d e  n ew  p o i n t s  i n  d a r k n e s s .  Wha t  a  l i f e !

2  COR I N TH I ANS  4 : 1 - 7
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But we have this
treasure in clay jars, so

that it may be made
clear that this

extraordinary power
belongs to God and

does not come from us.
2  C o r i n t h i a n s  4 : 7

PA S TOR  E L E  C LA Y

January 2021

T e a c h  u s ,  O  G o d ,  h o w  t o  l i v e  f u l l y  i n s i d e  y o u r
c r e a t i v e  b e g i n n i n g s .  M a k e  u s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  y o u r

s t o r y ,  a n d  e v e r  r e n e w e d  w i t h  t h e  t e l l i n g ,  s o  t h a t
t h e  l u m i n o u s  e n e r g y  o f  y o u r  g o o d  n e w s  i s  n o t  l o s t

i n  t r a n s l a t i o n .  A m e n .



MARK  1 : 1 2 - 1 3
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PA S TOR  M INDY  RO L L

February 2021 And the Spirit immediately
drove him out into the

wilderness. He was in the
wilderness forty days,

tempted by Satan; and he
was with the wild beasts;
and the angels waited on

him.
Ma r k  1 : 1 2 - 1 3

G o d  o f  l o v e ,  a s  w e  s t e p
t o w a r d s  L e n t ,  t u r n  o u r
e y e s  t o w a r d  y o u .  S h o w

u s  h o w  t o  s e e  y o u r
l o v e ,  a n d  s h o w  u s  h o w
b e  y o u r  l o v e .  I n  J e s u s '

n a m e ,  A m e n .

Man y  p a s t o r s  r a t e  L e n t  a s

o n e  o f  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  c h u r c h

s e a s o n s ,  b u t  I  a dm i t  t h a t  i t

i s  a  d i f f i c u l t  o n e  f o r  me .  I n

a  wo r l d  t h a t  o f t e n  f e e l s

a l r e a d y  l i k e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  a n d

i n  a  y e a r  t h a t  f e e l s

p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  

t h i s  s e a s o n  f e e l s  h a r d .  We ’ r e  h u n g r y  f o r  h o p e ,  a n d  o u r

r e a d i n g  f r om  Ma r k  d o e s n ’ t  f e e l  s o  h o p e f u l .  E x c e p t …  t h a t

l i n e  a b o u t  a n g e l s .  We  d o n ’ t  k n ow  much  a b o u t  a n g e l s  i n

S c r i p t u r e  –  b u t  h e r e ,  Ma r k  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e

p a r t i c u l a r l y  k n own  t o  J e s u s  d u r i n g  t h o s e  h a r d  4 0  d a y s .  I

f i n d  t h a t  i n t r i g u i n g  a n d  t r u e  i n  my  own  l i f e  - -   t h e r e ’ s

s ome t h i n g  a b o u t  w i l d e r n e s s  t h a t  mak e s  i t  e a s i e r  t o  s e e

G o d .  Wha t  i f  o u r  j o u r n e y  t h r o u g h  L e n t  t h i s  y e a r  wa s  a n

i n v i t a t i o n  t o  r e c o g n i z e  h o p e  i n  t h e  h a r d  p l a c e s ?  Who  h a s

b e e n  God  t o  y o u  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r ?  How  h a v e  y o u  s e e n  a n g e l s ?



L o t ’ s  w i f e  i s  a  n ame l e s s  woman  i n

s c r i p t u r e ,  k n own  f o r  h e r  l a c k  o f

j u d gmen t  a n d  h e r  p r om i s c u i t y .  A s

S o d om  a n d  Gomo r r a h ,  t h e  f a b l e d

w i c k e d  c i t i e s ,  we r e  a b o u t  t o  b e

d emo l i s h e d ,  L o t  wa s  t o l d  t o  t a k e

h i s  f am i l y  a n d  r u n  t o  t h e  h i l l s .  On l y

o n e  r e q u i r emen t :  d o  n o t  l o o k  b a c k .

L o t ’ s  w i f e  c o u l d n ’ t  s t a n d  i t .  S h e

l o o k e d  b a c k  a n d  wa s  t u r n e d  i n t o  a

p i l l a r  o f  s a l t .  Why  d i d  s h e  d o  i t ?

S ome  s a y  s h e  e n j o y e d  t h e  p a r t y  l i f e

t h e r e  a n d  d i d n ’ t  wan t  t o  l e a v e .

L UKE  1 7 : 3 2

HEBREWS  1 3 : 8
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"Remember Lot’s wife."
L u k e  1 7 : 3 2

PA S TOR  MARC I A  K I F E R

March 2021

L o r d  J e s u s ,  m a y  t h e  p a s t  b e  a  s e c u r e  f o u n d a t i o n
f o r  t h e  w o r k  y o u  c a l l  u s  t o  d o  t o d a y  a n d  t o m o r r o w .

A m e n .

"Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever."

L u k e  1 7 : 3 2

S ome  s a y  s h e  h a d  s u c h  g r e a t  memo r i e s  s h e  c o u l d n ’ t  l e t  g o .

S h e  c o u l d n ’ t  s e e  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a p a r t  f r om  h e r  b e l o v e d

c i t i e s ,  wou l d  b e  wo r t h  l i v i n g .  S h e  r ema i n s ,  t o  t h i s  d a y ,

c h a i n e d  t o  h e r  p a s t .

T h i s  c a n  h a p p e n  t o  u s  –  mak i n g  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  w i t h

o u r  e y e s  i n  t h e  r e a r v i ew  m i r r o r .  Ch a i n e d  t o  wha t  h a s  g o n e

b e f o r e  –  t h e  g l o r y  d a y s ,  t h e  memo r i e s ,  t h e  g o o d  t im e s .  I t

h a p p e n s  i n  o u r  p e r s o n a l  l i v e s  a n d  i t  h a p p e n s  i n  o u r

c h u r c h e s .  T h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  t i e  y o u r  c h u r c h  t o

t h e  p a s t .

Now  r emembe r  t h a t  J e s u s  Ch r i s t  i s  t h e  s ame  y e s t e r d a y ,

t o d a y  a n d  f o r e v e r .  T h i s  p r om i s e  g i v e s  y o u  t h e  mo t i v a t i o n ,

t h e  p e rm i s s i o n ,  t h e  f r e e d om  t o  mo v e  f o r w a r d  i n  y o u r

p l a n n i n g .  J e s u s ,  who  wa s  L o r d  o f  t h e  g l o r i o u s  p a s t ,  i s  w i t h

y o u  n ow  a n d  mo v e s  w i t h  y o u  i n t o  a  b r i g h t  f u t u r e .



Wha t  t r a n s f o rm ed  t h e  t e r r i f i e d  d i s c i p l e s  h i d i n g  i n  t h e

u p p e r  r o om  i n t o  g l o b e - t r o t t i n g  a p o s t l e s ?  I n  o u r  g o s p e l

f r om  t h e  S u n d a y  a f t e r  E a s t e r ,  t h e  r i s e n  J e s u s  wa l k s

t h r o u g h  d o o r s  “ l o c k e d  f o r  f e a r ”  t o  g r e e t  t h e  c ow e r i n g

d i s c i p l e s  w i t h  wo r d s  o f  p e a c e .   

B e h i n d  wha t  d o o r s  o f  f e a r  a r e  y o u  l i v i n g  t o d a y ?  Y o u  a s

i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a n d  y o u  a s  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n ?  C a n  y o u  n ame

t h o s e  f e a r s ?  J e s u s  wa l k s  t h r o u g h  t h o s e  d o o r s  w i t h  f r e e i n g

wo r d s ,  “ P e a c e  b e  w i t h  y o u . ”  J e s u s  b r i n g s  p e a c e  am i d s t  o u r

u n c e r t a i n t y  a n d  a n x i e t y .  T h e n  h e  s e n d s  u s :  “ A s  t h e  F a t h e r

h a s  s e n t  me ,  n ow  I  s e n d  y o u . ”  Y o u  a r e  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f

J e s u s ’  m i n i s t r y  i n  t h e  wo r l d .   

I f  t h a t  f e e l s  o v e rw h e lm i n g ,  r emembe r  J e s u s  n o t  o n l y

r e l e a s e s  u s  f r om  f e a r  w i t h  wo r d s  o f  p e a c e  a n d  s e n d s  u s  t o

a  h u r t i n g  a n d  n e e d y  wo r l d .  He  a l s o  empowe r s  u s  w i t h  t h e

H o l y  S p i r i t .  B e  o f  g o o d  c h e e r  a n d  g r e a t  c o u r a g e ,  f o r  y o u

a r e  f r e e d  a n d  empowe r e d  t o  s e r v e  i n  J e s u s ’  n ame !

JOHN  2 0 : 1 9 - 2 2
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When it was evening on that day, the
first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace

be with you.” After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side.

Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. Jesus said to them again,

“Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.” When he had said

this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit."

J o h n  2 0 : 1 9 - 2 2

B I SHOP  M I CHAE L  R I N EHAR T

April 2021

S o u r c e  o f  a l l  l i f e .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  u n l o c k i n g  o u r  d o o r s
o f  f e a r  w i t h  y o u r  p e a c e  t h a t  p a s s e s  a l l

u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  E m p o w e r  u s  w i t h  y o u r  S p i r i t  f o r  t h e
s a k e  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  I n  J e s u s ’  n a m e .  A m e n .



B r e a t h e  i n … …  b r e a t h e  o u t … . .  b r e a t h e  i n … … … b r e a t h e  o u t … … .  B r e a t h e

i n … … … a n d  o u t .

I n  h e r  b o o k  S e a r c h i n g  f o r  S u n d a y ,  R a c h e l  He l d  E v a n s  d i s c u s s e s

b r e a t h  a n d  t h e  S p i r i t .  S h e  n o t e s  t h a t  we  d o n ’ t  o f t e n  t h i n k  a b o u t

b r e a t h i n g  u n t i l  s ome o n e  p o i n t s  i t  o u t  t o  u s  -  a n d  t h e n  we

b e c ome  a c u t e l y  aw a r e  o f  o u r  b r e a t h .  S h e  s p e a k s  o f  a l l  o f  t h e

t h i n g s  t h e  S p i r i t  i s  –  b r e a t h ,  f i r e ,  a  s e a l  o r  emb l em ,  w i n d ,  a  b i r d ,

a n d  f i n a l l y  a  womb .  A f t e r  e a c h  d e s c r i p t i o n  s h e  s t a t e s  t h a t  we

mu s t  PA Y  A T T EN T I ON  a n d  t h a t  i f  we  d o ,  we  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  S p i r i t .

B r e a t h e  i n … …  b r e a t h e  o u t … . .  b r e a t h e  i n … … … b r e a t h e  o u t … … .  B r e a t h e

i n … … … a n d  o u t .

When  we  we r e  b o r n  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  we  d i d  wa s  t a k e  o u r  f i r s t

b r e a t h .  When  we  d i e  t h e  f i n a l  t h i n g  we  d o  i s  e x h a l e  o u r  f i n a l

b r e a t h .  B r e a t h i n g

i s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  e s s e n t i a l  ph y s i o l o g i c a l  a c t i o n s  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y

f o r  u s  t o  l i v e ,  a n d  we  d o  i t  e v e r y  d a y  w i t h o u t  e v e n  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t

i t .

B r e a t h e  i n … …  b r e a t h e  o u t … . .  b r e a t h e  i n … … … b r e a t h e  o u t … … .  B r e a t h e

i n … … … a n d  o u t .

I n  J o h n ’ s  Go s p e l ,  a f t e r  J e s u s  i s  r e s u r r e c t e d ,  h e  s p e n d s  t im e  w i t h

h i s  d i s c i p l e s .  B e f o r e  h e  d e p a r t s  f r om  t h em  f o r  g o o d ,  h e  b r e a t h e s

o n  t h em .  T h e  f i n a l  a c t  J e s u s  p e r f o rm s  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  h i s  d i s c i p l e s

i s  t h a t  n o rma l

a c t  t h a t  we  a l l  d o  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  d a y .  B r e a t h i n g .  

Bu t  t h e  b r e a t h  t h a t  J e s u s  b r e a t h e s  i s  n o  o r d i n a r y  b r e a t h .  I t  i s  t h e

S p i r i t .  He  i s  empowe r i n g  t h em  f o r  t h e  wo r k  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  b e i n g

c a l l e d  t o .  He  i s  b r a n d i s h i n g  t h em  w i t h  a n  a d v o c a t e  a n d

c omp a n i o n  t o  h e l p  t h em  o n  t h e i r  wa y .  

c o n t i n u e d

JOHN  2 0 : 2 0B - 2 2
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May 2021 After he said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced

when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.”  When he had said
this, he breathed on them and said to them,

“Receive the Holy Spirit".
J o h n  2 0 : 2 0 b - 2 2



c o n t i n u e d
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PA S TOR  AR I E L  WI L L I AMS

May 2021

B r e a t h e  i n … …  b r e a t h e
o u t … . .  b r e a t h e  i n … … …

b r e a t h e
o u t … … .  B r e a t h e  i n … … …

a n d  o u t .  A m e n .

T h e o l o g i a n s  h a v e  n o t e d  man y  t im e s  t h a t  t h e  Heb r ew  l e t t e r s  t h a t

ma k e  u p  God s  n ame  a r e  a c t u a l l y  n o t  l e t t e r s  a t  a l l .  T h e y  a r e

p u n c t u a t i o n …  b r e a t h i n g  ma r k s  t o  b e  s p e c i f i c .  Y a d  He  V a v  He ,  o r

Y a hw e h ,  i s  God ’ s  n ame  a n d  t h e  s o u n d  o f  b r e a t h i n g .

S o ,  J e s u s  n o t  o n l y  b r e a t h e s  o n  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  a n d  s h a r e s  t h e  S p i r i t

w i t h  t h em  –  b u t  a l s o  s p e a k s  t h e  n ame  o f  God  a t  t h e  s ame  t im e .

B r e a t h e  i n … …  b r e a t h e  o u t … . .  b r e a t h e  i n … … … b r e a t h e  o u t … … .  B r e a t h e

i n … … … a n d  o u t .

God  h a s  d o n e  t h e  e x a c t  s ame  t h i n g  f o r  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s .  When  we

we r e  b o r n  we  b e g a n  s p e a k i n g  God ’ s  n ame .  A t  B a p t i sm ,  we  a r e

r em i n d e d  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ’ s  p r e s e n c e  i n  o u r  l i v e s .  E a c h  t im e  we  s h a r e

t h e  L o r d ’ s  S u p p e r  we  a r e  a c u t e l y  aw a r e  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ’ s  p r e s e n c e  a t

o u r  t a b l e .  

We  a l l  h a v e  b e e n  g i f t e d  b y  t h e  S p i r i t  a n d  e n a b l e d  t o  u s e  t h e s e

g i f t s  t o  e x p a n d  God ’ s  k i n g d om .  T o  c o n t i n u e  Ch r i s t ’ s  wo r k .  S o

t o d a y  –  I  e n c o u r a g e  e a c h  o f  y o u  t o  d o  j u s t  t h a t .  S p e a k  God ’ s

n ame  a n d  p r e p a r e  y o u r s e l f  f o r  t h e  wo r k  t h a t  y o u  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  d o .

W i t h  e a c h  b r e a t h  y o u  t a k e  s p r e a d  God ’ s  l o v e ,  p e a c e ,  &  g r a c e .

Wo r k  t o  p r omo t e  God ’ s  j u s t i c e  a n d  e q u i t y  a n d  t o  mak e  o u r  wo r l d

a  b e t t e r  p l a c e .
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PA S TOR  CHR I S  MARKER T

JOHN  1 6 : 3 3

June 2021“I have told you these
things, so that in me you
may have peace. In this

world you will have
trouble. But take heart!

I have overcome the world.”
J o h n  1 6 : 3 3

E v e n  a s  s t o r m s  a n d
t r i b u l a t i o n s  t o s s  u s

a b o u t ,  t e a c h  u s  y o u r  w a y
o f  p e a c e ,  O  C h r i s t .

A m e n .

A s  mo s t  o f  u s  l i v i n g  o n  t h e

G u l f  C o a s t  k n ow ,  J u n e

b e g i n s  h u r r i c a n e  s e a s o n .

And  f o r  man y ,  i t  i s  t h e

b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  p e r i o d  o f

a n x i e t y  a n d  P T SD  c a u s e d

f r om  p r e v i o u s  s t o rm s .  And

y e t ,  i t  c ome s  w i t h  l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  p a r t  o f  t h e

c o u n t r y .

 

E v e n  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t  l i v e  h e r e ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  e a r t h q u a k e s ,

t o r n a d o s ,  f l o o d s ,  a v a l a n c h e s ,  w i l d f i r e s ,  p a n d em i c s ,  c i v i l

u n r e s t . . .  t h e r e  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  d i s a s t e r s  a n d  t r a g e d i e s  t h a t

s t r i k e .  And  c h u r c h e s  a r e  n o t  i mmun e .  

 

Y o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n  ma y  h a v e  f i n a n c i a l  t r o u b l e s ,  ma j o r

c o n f l i c t s ,  o r  s t a f f  t r a n s i t i o n s .  T h e r e  ma y  b e  t h e  s u d d e n

d e a t h  o f  a  l o n g - t im e  membe r .

 

On e  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r o l e s  o f  c h u r c h  l e a d e r s  i s  “ t o

p r omo t e  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c l im a t e  o f  p e a c e  a n d  g o o dw i l l ”

a n d  “ t o  e n d e a v o r  t o  f o s t e r  mu t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . ”   O r  i n

o t h e r  wo r d s ,  e v e n  d u r i n g  a n x i o u s  t im e s ,  l e a d e r s  g r o u n d  t h e

c o n g r e g a t i o n ’ s  l i f e  i n  J e s u s  Ch r i s t ,  who  d emon s t r a t e s  wha t

s h a l om — God ’ s  p e a c e — mean s  f o r  o u r  l i v e s  a n d  f o r  t h e  wo r l d .



J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t  w i l l  n e v e r  g r a c e  t h e  c o v e r s  o f  V o g u e  o r

S p o r t s  I l l u s t r a t e d  mag a z i n e s .  H i s  c l o t h i n g  a n d  d i e t

i n d i c a t e  h e  i s  n o t  t i e d  t o  t h i s  wo r l d ’ s  v a l u e s .  He  d o e s  n o t

b ow  t o  p e o p l e ’ s  o p i n i o n ,  n o t  e v e n  t o  t h e  K i n g .  He  t a k e s  h i s

c u e s  f r om  God .  J o h n  i s  t h e  v o i c e  c r y i n g  o u t :  “ P r e p a r e  t h e

w a y  o f  t h e  L o r d ! ”  A s  I  y e a r n  f o r  J o h n ’ s  c o u r a g e  t o  s p e a k

w i t h o u t  f e a r  o f  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  h e  c a l l s  me  t o  p a y  a t t e n t i o n

t o  “ t h e  On e  who  i s  mo r e  p owe r f u l  t h a n  I ”  –  s o  p owe r f u l ,

J o h n  d e c l a r e s  h im s e l f  u nwo r t h y  t o  u n t i e  Ch r i s t ’ s  s a n d a l s .

Wha t  h um i l i t y !  J o h n  i s  f a i t h f u l  t o  h i s  v o c a t i o n .  He  i s  t h e

b e a r e r  o f  t h e  me s s a g e  –  n o t  t h e  me s s a g e .  He  p o i n t s  t o

J e s u s  –  n o t  t o  h im s e l f .  He  t r u s t s  God ’ s  Wo r d  –  n o t  s o c i e t y ’ s

emp t y  p r om i s e s .  O ,  t h a t  t o d a y  we  wou l d  b e  l i k e  J o h n  –

h umb l e  y e t  c o u r a g e o u s ,  n o n - a n x i o u s  b e f o r e  p e o p l e ,  aw a r e

o f  God ’ s  p r e s e n c e  e v e n  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .  I  wan t  t o

emu l a t e  J o h n  a n d  k e e p  my  e y e s  o n  J e s u s  a n d  r e c e i v e  f r om

J e s u s  t h e  p r om i s e  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ’ s  f i r e  a n d  p owe r .

MARK  1 : 1 - 8
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“The one who is more
powerful than I is coming

after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the

thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but
he will baptize you with the

Holy Spirit.”
Ma r k  1 : 7 - 8

PA S TOR  RODWE L L  THOM

July 2021

G r a c i o u s  G o d ,  f i l l  u s  w i t h  J o h n ’ s  c o u r a g e  a n d
s i n g l e n e s s  o f  p u r p o s e  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  w a y  o f  y o u r

S o n ,  J e s u s  t h e  C h r i s t .  A m e n .



Wha t  u n i q u e  g i f t s  d o  y o u  b r i n g  t o  t h i s  t a b l e ?  Wha t  m i n i s t r y

p a s s i o n  h a s  God  g i f t e d  y o u  w i t h  mo r e  t h a n  a n y o n e  e l s e ?

Wha t  s t e p s  c a n  y o u  t a k e  t o  r em i n d  y o u r s e l f  a n d  t h i s  C o u n c i l

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r  t h a t  y o u r  d e c i s i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  mad e  f r om  a

p l a c e  o f  l o v e  a n d  c a r e ,  a n d  s h o u l d  s e r v e  t o  b u i l d  u p  t h i s

c o n g r e g a t i o n ?

B u i l d i n g  U p  a n d  W o r k i n g  i n  C o o p e r a t i o n
 

A s  s umme r  e n d s  a n d  we  b e g i n  t o  r e g a t h e r  o u r  c ommun i t i e s ,

r emembe r  whe r e  we  l e f t  o f f ,  r e a s s e s s  o u r  p r i o r i t i e s ,  a n d  r e s t a r t  o u r

m i n i s t r i e s ,  we  e n t e r  Au g u s t  w i t h  a  h e l p f u l  r em i n d e r  f r om  S t .  P a u l

a b o u t  h ow  we  s h o u l d  a l i g n  s u c h  e f f o r t s :  “ P r omo t [ i n g ]  t h e  b o d y ’ s

g r ow t h  i n  b u i l d i n g  i t s e l f  u p  i n  l o v e . ”

 

P a u l ’ s  v i s i o n ,  a n d  i n d e e d ,  o u r  v i s i o n ,  f o r  o u r  c ommun i t i e s  o f  f a i t h

a r e  n o t  t h a t  we  a r e  t h e  s ame ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  we  wo r k  c o o p e r a t i v e l y

w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  w i t h  e v e r y  membe r  o f  t h e  b o d y  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r

u n i q u e  g i f t s  t o  t h e  t a b l e  a n d  u s i n g  t h em  i n  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  who l e  a n d

f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  u p  a n d  b e t t e rme n t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .

P a u l ’ s  c h a r g e  t o  u s  i s  t o  u s e  t h e  u n i q u e  g i f t s  we  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  b y

G o d  t o  e q u i p  o t h e r s  f o r  t h e  wo r k  o f  m i n i s t r y  i n  t u r n .  Bu i l d i n g  u p  t h e

B o d y  o f  Ch r i s t  i s  a n  e x p o n e n t i a l  e x e r c i s e .

 

And  i t  i s  a n  e x e r c i s e  d o n e  i n  l o v e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  p i e c e  t h a t  i s  o f t e n

f o r g o t t e n  whe n  p a s s i o n s  r u n  h i g h .  A t  t h i s  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y

y e a r ,  b e  r em i n d e d  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  we  mak e  t o g e t h e r  a r e  d o n e  o u t

o f  l o v e  f o r  God ,  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  t h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  Ma y  y o u r

l e a d e r s h i p  s e r v e  t o  b u i l d  u p  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  t h e  Bod y  o f  Ch r i s t  i n

t h i s  p l a c e .

  

EPHES I ANS  4 : 1 - 1 6
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August 2021
But speaking the truth in love, we must

grow up in every way into him who is the
head, into Christ, from whom the whole
body, joined and knit together by every

ligament with which it is equipped, as each
part is working properly, promotes the

body’s growth in building itself up in love.
E p h e s i a n s  4 : 1 5 - 1 6

PA S TOR  CHR I S  M I CHAE L I S

L o v i n g  G o d ,  y o u  g i f t  e a c h  o f  u s  w i t h  u n i q u e
p a s s i o n s  a n d  g i f t s  a n d  c a l l  e a c h  o f  u s  a c c o r d i n g  t o

t h o s e  g i f t s .  M a k e  u s  m i n d f u l  o f  t h e  l o v e  a n d  c a r e
y o u  h a v e  f o r  u s ,  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  e x t e n d  t h a t  s a m e
l o v e  a n d  c a r e  t o  o u r  p a r t n e r s  i n  m i n i s t r y  i n  t h i s

p l a c e .  A m e n .
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PA S TOR  ANTHONY  CHA TMAN

JONAH  3 - 4

September 2021
The word of the Lord came to
Jonah a second time, saying,
“Get up, go to Nineveh, that
great city, and proclaim to it
the message that I tell you.”

J o n a h  3 : 1

L o v i n g  G o d ,  k e e p  u s  m i n d f u l  o f  y o u r
c o m p a s s i o n  a n d  f o r g i v e n e s s ;  t h a t  w e  m a y

s h a r e  i t  u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y .  A m e n .

F o r g i v e n e s s

A s  Ch r i s t i a n s ,  we  k n ow  t h e  a n sw e r  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ;

h owe v e r ,  we  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  c omp a s s i o n .  

Who  a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  c ome  t o  m i nd  whe n  y o u  t h i n k  o f

s i n n e r s ?  F o r  J o n a h ,  N i n e v e h  wa s  f u l l  o f  i mmo r a l ,  s i n f u l ,

r e b e l l i o u s  p e o p l e  who  s u r e l y  d i d n ’ t  d e s e r v e  God ’ s  g r a c e .

 

When  God  s h ow ed  me r c y  t o  J o n a h ,  J o n a h  p r a i s e d  God  f o r

h i s  g o o d n e s s ,  b u t  whe n  God  s h ow ed  me r c y  t o  N i n e v e h ,

J o n a h  g o t  a n g r y  w i t h  God  f o r  g o i n g  s o f t  o n  s i n .  I n  J o n a h ’ s

m i n d ,  f o r g i v e n e s s  wa s  f o r  wo r t h y  p e o p l e — n o t  f o r  “ s i n n e r s ” .

 

G r a c e ,  b y  i t s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  i s  f o r  u n d e s e r v i n g  p e o p l e  a n d

c omp a s s i o n  f o r  t h o s e  who  d o n ’ t  d e s e r v e  me r c y .

 

T h i s  i s  a  q u e s t i o n  f o r  a l l  o f  u s .  We  a l l  k n ow  o f  s ome o n e  i n

n e e d  o f  f o r g i v e n e s s —  p e o p l e  who  h a v e  mad e  a  me s s  o f

t h e i r  l i v e s ,  p e o p l e  who  d o n ’ t  d e s e r v e  God ’ s  l o v e .

 

T h e  b o o k  o f  J o n a h  e n d s  w i t h  a  p i e r c i n g  q u e s t i o n :  “ S h o u l d  I

n o t  h a v e  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  c i t y  o f  N i n e v e h … ? "



JOHN  1 : 1 4
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PA S TOR  BEN  GROTH

October 2021

O  G o d ,
H e l p  u s  l o o k  t o  o u r

n e i g h b o r h o o d  a s  t h e
p l a c e  w e  f i n d  y o u ,  a n d

h e l p  u s  a l w a y s  t o  b e
g e n e r o u s ,  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t .

A m e n .

The Word became flesh and blood,
    and moved into the neighborhood.
We saw the glory with our own eyes,

    the one-of-a-kind glory,
    like Father, like Son,

Generous inside and out,
    true from start to finish.

J o h n  1 : 1 4  ( MSG )

S A V E  YOURS E L F ,  we  a r e  t o l d ,  w i t h  t h e  ma t t e r - o f - f a c t

p r a gma t i sm  t h a t  a l s o  t e l l s  u s  t o  p u t  o n  o u r  own

o x y g e n  ma s k  b e f o r e  h e l p i n g  o t h e r s .  Howe v e r ,  t h i s

s h o r t  v e r s e  f r om  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  Go s p e l  o f  J o h n

r em i n d s  u s  o f  t h e  t r o u b l e s ome  n a t u r e  o f  J e s u s .  

J e s u s  d i d n ’ t  c ome  t o  r u l e  t h e  wo r l d  f r om  a b o v e .

J e s u s  b e c ame  f l e s h  a n d  b l o o d  a n d  mo v e d  i n t o  o u r

n e i g h b o r h o o d .  T h a t  mean s  o u r  wo r k  a s  Ch r i s t i a n s

i s n ’ t  t o  f o c u s  o n  t h e  s k y ,  b u t  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  o n  t h e

p e o p l e  a r o u n d  u s  who  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  t h e

m i s e r i e s  a n d  o p p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h i s  l i f e .  T o g e t h e r ,  l e t ’ s

b e  t h e  p e o p l e  who  p u t  o n  o u r  n e i g h b o r ’ s  o x y g e n

ma s k  b e f o r e  o u r  own !

A lmo s t  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  p o p u l a r

C h r i s t i a n i t y  p u s h e s  u s  t o  f o c u s

o n  o u r s e l v e s .  We ’ r e  e n c o u r a g e d

t o  f o r s a k e  t h e  wo r l d  a n d  g e t

o u r  s o u l s  r e a d y  f o r  j u d g emen t .



2  CHRON I C L E S  2 0 : 5 - 3 0
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PA S TOR  R I CHARD  RHOADES

November 2021

H o l y  G o d ,  w e  d o  n o t  a l w a y s  k n o w
w h a t  t o  d o ,  b u t  o u r  e y e s  a r e  o n

y o u .  A m e n .

How  o f t e n  d o  we  s h ow  u p  f o r

a  Ch u r c h  C o u n c i l  mee t i n g  a n d

f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  mak i n g

d e c i s i o n s  a n d  p e r h a p s  n o t

b e i n g  s u r e  o f  wha t  t h e  r i g h t

d e c i s i o n  i s ?  L e a d e r s h i p

i n c l u d e s  j u s t  s u c h  momen t s

E v e n  y o u r  e d u c a t e d ,  l o v i n g ,

a n d  f a i t h f u l  p a s t o r  s ome t im e s

f e e l s  t h i s  s ame  wa y .  Wha t  a r e

w e  t o  d o ?  F i r s t ,  n ame  i t .
We  a r e  h uman s  a n d  t h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  b e i n g  h uman .  S e c o n d ,

d a r e  t o  t r u s t  God .  T h i r d ,  l i v e  i n t o  wha t  w i l l  y e t  b e  b y  f a i t h .

 

K i n g  J e h o s h a p h a t  ( s a y  t h a t  q u i c k l y  t h r e e  t im e s )  wa s  i n  j u s t

s u c h  a  s p o t .  T h e  p e o p l e  o f  God  we r e  t r u s t i n g  God  y e t  n ow

t h e i r  e n em i e s  we r e  p o s i t i o n e d  t o  a t t a c k .  Wha t  a r e  t h e y  t o

d o ?  T h e  K i n g  b e s e e c h e d  God  –  “ We  d o  n o t  k n ow  wha t  t o  d o ,

b u t  o u r  e y e s  a r e  o n  y o u . ”  God  i s  e v e r  f a i t h f u l ,  a n d  God ’ s

r e s p o n s e  d a r e d  t h em  t o  t r u s t :  “ Do  n o t  f e a r  o r  b e  d i sm a y e d

a t  t h i s  g r e a t  mu l t i t u d e ,  f o r  t h e  b a t t l e  i s  n o t  y o u r s  b u t

G o d ’ s . ”  T h e  p e o p l e  t h e n  wa t c h e d  a s  God  d i d  wha t  God

wou l d  d o … a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e n  j o i n e d  t h e  k i n g  i n  g i v i n g

p r a i s e  t o  God .

 

A s  y o u  e v a l u a t e  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  2 0 2 1  a n d  d r e am  a n d

e n v i s i o n  wha t  l i e s  a h e a d .  Name  y o u r  u n c e r t a i n t i e s .  T r u s t

G o d .  L i v e  i n t o  wha t  w i l l  y e t  b e  b y  f a i t h .  And  t o g e t h e r  g i v e

t h a n k s .

We do not know
what to do, but our

eyes are on you.
2  Ch r o n i c l e s  2 0 : 1 2 b
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But when the

fullness of time
had come, God
sent [the] Son…

G a l a t i a n s  4 : 4

G i v i n g  G o d :  h e l p
u s  t o  p l a n  a n d

p r e d i c t  w h a t  w e
c a n ,  a n d  o p e n  u s
u p  t o  t h e  w o n d e r

a n d  m y s t e r y  o f
y o u r  w o r k  a m o n g

u s ,  t o  b e  m a d e
k n o w n  i n  y o u r

t i m e .  A m e n .

 t im e .  I s  i t  t im e  t o  p u t  u p  t h e  Ch r i s tm a s  t r e e ?  I s  t h e r e

e n o u g h  t im e  t o  g e t  o u r  Ch r i s tm a s  s h o p p i n g  d o n e ?  How

man y  wo r s h i p  t im e s  s h o u l d  we  o f f e r  f o r  Ch r i s tm a s  E v e ?   

We  t e n d  t o  t h i n k  o f  t im e  a s  s ome t h i n g  t h a t  i s  o r d e r l y  a n d

p r e d i c t a b l e ,  s ome t h i n g  f o r  wh i c h  we  c a n  p l a n .  On e  o f  t h e

w o r d s  f o r  t im e ,  c h r o n o s ,  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  k i n d  o f  t im e  we

t r a c k  o n  o u r  c a l e n d a r s .  I n  t h e  B i b l e ,  we  o f t e n  e n c o u n t e r

a n o t h e r  wo r d  f o r  t im e :  k a i r o s .  T h i s  r e f e r s  t o  God ’ s  t im e .  I t

i s  l e s s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l ,  a n d  i t  i s  h a r d e r  t o  t r a c k  o r  mea s u r e .  

God  s e n t  J e s u s  “ whe n  t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  t im e  h a d  c ome , ”

wh i c h  i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  we  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  p r e d i c t e d  o r

me a s u r e d  o r  p l a n n e d  f o r  s u c h  a  wond e r f u l  g i f t .

I n  t h i s  s e a s o n  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e r e

i s  a n  emph a s i s  o n  t im e .  T h e

Ad v e n t  w r e a t h  h e l p s  u s  ma r k

t im e  a s  we  n e a r  t h e  f e s t i v a l  a n d

c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  Ch r i s tm a s .  We  a s k

o u r s e l v e s  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o




