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PRELUDE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
All And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  
 
PRAYER FOR PURITY 
Officiant Let us pray.  
All  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE    Let the Whole Creation Cry  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY       
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  

God of the hungry, make us hunger and thirst for the right, till our thirst for justice has 
been satisfied and hunger has gone from the earth.  Hear this prayer for your love’s sake. 
Amen. 

 
YOUNG DISCIPLES MOMENT   
 
FIRST LESSON 1 Samuel 3:1-21 Claire Hamilton 
God speaks to Samuel, who is still a boy, in the night. Samuel begins his role as a prophet in the community of Israel, 
signaling a shift in leadership and setting the stage for what will unfold in the books of 1 & 2 Samuel. 

Now the boy Samuel was serving the LORD under Eli. The LORD’s word was rare at that time, and visions 
weren’t widely known.  One day Eli, whose eyes had grown so weak he was unable to see, was lying down in 
his room.  God’s lamp hadn’t gone out yet, and Samuel was lying down in the LORD’s temple, where God’s 
chest was. 

The LORD called to Samuel. “I’m here,” he said. 

Samuel hurried to Eli and said, “I’m here. You called me?” 

“I didn’t call you,” Eli replied. “Go lie down.” So he did. 

Again the LORD called Samuel, so Samuel got up, went to Eli, and said, “I’m here. You called me?” 

“I didn’t call, my son,” Eli replied. “Go and lie down.” 

Let the whole creation cry, 
"Glory to the Lord on high!" 
Heav'n and earth, awake and sing, 
"God is good and therefore King!" 
Praise Him, angel hosts above, 
ever bright and fair in love; 
sun and moon, lift up your voice, 
night and stars, in God rejoice! 

Men and women, young and old, 
raise the anthem manifold, 
and let children's happy hearts 
in this worship take their parts; 
from the north to southern pole 
let the mighty chorus roll: 
“Holy, holy, holy One, 
glory be to God alone! 



 

(Now Samuel didn’t yet know the LORD, and the LORD’s word hadn’t yet been revealed to him.) 

A third time the LORD called Samuel. He got up, went to Eli, and said, “I’m here. You called me?” 

Then Eli realized that it was the LORD who was calling the boy.  So Eli said to Samuel, “Go and lie down. If 
he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD. Your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down where he’d been. 

Then the LORD came and stood there, calling just as before, “Samuel, Samuel!” 

Samuel said, “Speak. Your servant is listening.” 

The LORD said to Samuel, “I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of all who hear it 
tingle!  On that day, I will bring to pass against Eli everything I said about his household—every last bit of it!  
I told him that I would punish his family forever because of the wrongdoing he knew about—how his sons 
were cursing God, but he wouldn’t stop them.  Because of that I swore about Eli’s household that his 
family’s wrongdoing will never be reconciled by sacrifice or by offering.”Samuel lay there until morning, 
then opened the doors of the LORD’s house. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli.But Eli called 
Samuel, saying: “Samuel, my son!” 

“I’m here,” Samuel said. 

“What did he say to you?” Eli asked. “Don’t hide anything from me. May God deal harshly with you and 
worse still if you hide from me a single word from everything he said to you.”  So Samuel told him 
everything and hid nothing from him. 

“He is the LORD, ” Eli said. “He will do as he pleases.” 

So Samuel grew up, and the LORD was with him, not allowing any of his words to fail.  All Israel from Dan 
to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was trustworthy as the LORD’s prophet.  The LORD continued to appear at 
Shiloh because the LORD revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh through the LORD’s own word. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALM   Psalm 145:8-9, 15-22 
8 You are gracious and full of compassion, * 
    slow to anger and of great kindness. 
9 You are loving to everyone * 
    and your compassion is over all your works 
15 You uphold all those who fall; * 
    you lift up those who are bowed down. 
16 The eyes of all wait upon you, O God, * 
    and you give them their food in due season. 
17 You open wide your hand * 
    and satisfy the needs of every living creature. 
18 You are righteous in all his ways * 
    and loving in all your works. 
19 You are near to those who call upon you, * 
    to all who call upon you faithfully. 
20 You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; * 
    you hear their cry and help them. 
21 You preserve all those who love you, * 
    but you destroy all the wicked. 



22  My mouth shall speak the praise, O God; * 
    let all flesh bless your holy Name for ever and ever. 
 
THE GOSPEL Luke 1:46-55 
Mary’s Song, the Magnificat, is spoken during Mary’s visit with Elizabeth before the births of Jesus and John the 
Baptist. These powerful words speak of a reordering of the world along the lines of God’s kingdom. This passage echoes 
words spoken by Hannah, Samuel’s mother, generations before and recorded in 1 Samuel 2:1-10. 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Mary said, 

“With all my heart I glorify the Lord! 
    In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior. 
He has looked with favor on the low status of his servant. 
    Look! From now on, everyone will consider me highly favored 
        because the mighty one has done great things for me. 
Holy is his name. 
    He shows mercy to everyone, 
        from one generation to the next, 
        who honors him as God. 
He has shown strength with his arm. 
    He has scattered those with arrogant thoughts and proud inclinations. 
    He has pulled the powerful down from their thrones 
        and lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 
    and sent the rich away empty-handed. 
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, 
        remembering his mercy, 
    just as he promised to our ancestors, 
        to Abraham and to Abraham’s descendants forever.” 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
THE SERMON The Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH United Church of Canada 
Officiant Let us affirm our faith in the Triune God 
All  We are not alone, 
          we live in God’s world. 

 We believe in God: 
    who has created and is creating, 
    who has come in Jesus, 
       the Word made flesh, 
       to reconcile and make new, 
    who works in us and others 
       by the Spirit. 
We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church: 
    to celebrate God’s presence, 



 

    to live with respect in Creation, 
    to love and serve others, 
    to seek justice and resist evil, 
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
       our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
    God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
    Thanks be to God. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Fern Brown 
Officiant 
Let us journey to the waters of God’s refreshing kindness, offering our prayers and responding, “Hear us, 
good Lord.” 
 
Intercessor 
That we may be prepared for the struggles of life, knowing that through suffering we receive grace, and that 
in the midst of trials Jesus is forming us in love.   
Hear us, good Lord. 

That we may be satisfied beholding the likeness of others, seeing in them the face of Christ, especially 
through those who are poor and hardworking, homeless and destitute, imprisoned and alone, orphaned 
and afraid, grieving and lost; let us pray. 
Hear us, good Lord. 

That we may take responsibility for sharing our ideas and lending our support to those who lead the 
Church, government, and public institutions, that we may share in the building of the social and spiritual 
fabric of our society; in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Church of the Transfiguration, Silver 
Spring; let us pray 
Hear us, good Lord. 

That we may trust the transforming power of Jesus to take even our meager offerings and create the 
resources that reveal the promises of the kingdom; let us pray. 
Hear us, good Lord. 

That we may honor the writers of the gospels and epistles, whose unique contributions form our sacred 
texts, and those in our own day who bring the light of God through books, articles, websites and blogs; let 
us pray. 
Hear us, good Lord. 

That light perpetual may shine upon the faithful departed as they come into their true home in the 
unending joy of the saints; let us pray. 
Hear us, good Lord. 

In the fellowship of the One who is full of graciousness and compassion, let us continue our prayers. 
(Please add your intercessions/thanksgivings for those who have died and those who grieve.)  

The Officiant will add a concluding collect.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER        
Officiant As Christ teaches us, we pray:  
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 



trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN & ABSOLUTION 

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 
lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you 
have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil 
done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
Officiant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 
 

PRAYER FOR A BIRTHDAY 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants she/he/they begin another 
year. Grant that she/he/they  may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his/her/their trust in your 
goodness all the days of his/her/their life(ves); through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PRAYER FOR ANNIVERSARY 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage  that in it is represented the spiritual unity 
between Christ  and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your  servants, that they may so 
love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness,  that their 
home may be a haven of blessing and peace;  through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you  and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Officiant During this time in which we cannot gather to celebrate the great sacrament of Holy 

Communion, let us offer our selves, souls, and bodies to God in this prayer for spiritual 
communion.  

All In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your church where your blessed Body 
and Blood are being offered, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving for creation and 
all the blessings of this life. I present to you my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I 
may ever be united to you.  

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and 
embrace you with all the affections of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from me. 
May I live in you, and may you live in me, both in this life, and in the life to come. Amen.  

 
  



 

CLOSING HYMN Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  vv. 1-2 

 



THE BLESSING 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions for Reflection 
After hearing about Samuel and Mary’s prophetic witness this morning, who do you count among modern 
day prophets? How do they bear witness to God’s work in the world today? 

 
Household Prayer: Morning 

Holy One, as I walk through this new day, help me to see each experience as an opportunity to reflect on 
what it means to be your servant and a chance to help Jesus feed those in need, guided by your steadfast 
love for me. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening 
Gracious God, thank you for being with me throughout this day. As night falls, I give this day back to you, 
trusting in you and in your unearned gift of grace to give me peace and rest, for you are just in all your ways  
and kind in all your doings. Amen. 
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