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REFORMATION SUNDAY [Lectionary 30]—October 25, 2020

11:00 A.M.

INTRODUCTION

Jesus’ summary of the law in today’s gospel echoes our first reading from Leviticus.
We are called not only to love God with heart, soul, and mind, but also to love our
neighbor as ourselves.

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed
in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-
transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

— GATHERING —

WELCOME & WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS
Adorn your sacred space with flowers and other beautiful signs of life.

SABBATH REFLECTION “Only By Grace” —Gerrit Gustafson

MORNING DIALOGUE
O Lord, open my lips
And my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, O God,
That we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
Praise to the blest and holy Trinity, one God,
Who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection.
Alleluia!

Give glory to God, our light and our life.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.



GATHERING SONG “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” ELW # 504
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

One License # A-701897

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord,

we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out
your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word,
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of
the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

—WORD—
CHILDREN’S HOMILY

FIRST READING: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18

The Holiness Code in Leviticus urges people to be holy because God is holy. Holiness
is lived out as God’s people exercise justice and love in their dealings with one
another. We are to love our neighbors as ourselves.
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The LorD spoke to Moses, saying:

2Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall
be holy, for | the LORD your God am holy.

15You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or
defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. *You shall not go
around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of
your neighbor: | am the LORD.

17You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your
neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 8You shall not take vengeance or bear a
grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: |
am the LORD.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 46 (read responsively)
'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
“Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
*though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is ariver whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
°God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
°The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The LoRD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
®Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
*behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
“Be still, then, and know that | am God;
| will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”
““The Lorp of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.



SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other
Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works
of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity
centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and
empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

1 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. ?°For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, ?’the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, ?*since all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God; ?*they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; 2%it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

2"Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works?
No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from
works prescribed by the law.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:34-46

Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays wisdom by summarizing the law of
God in just two commandments and by demonstrating the Messiah must be more than
the son of David.

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

3%When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they
gathered together, 3°and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.
3“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 3’He said to him, *
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your mind.’ 38This is the greatest and first commandment. *°And a second is like
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it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ “°0On these two commandments hang
all the law and the prophets.”

“INow while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this
guestion: ““What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him,
“The son of David.” “*He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls
him Lord, saying,

44The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,

until | put your enemies under your feet”?
4SIf David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” “No one was able to give
him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY “The Good Life We Get to Live” Pastor Stephen Friedrich




SONG OF THE DAY “Again & Again” —Claire Cloninger & Robert Sterling
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And when Your king-dom comes, we__ will praise You still.__

Text & Music: Claire Cloninger & Robert Sterling, © 2004 Juniper Landing Music/Two Fine Boys Music

All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. CCLI # 1194201




APOSTLES’ CREED ELW, page 105
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried,;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

A brief silence.

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. We pray for your
church in the United States and in Guatemala, that where the church is in error, reform
it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify
it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this
planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering
from natural disasters of any kind.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land.
Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing
touch to those who are ill especially those affected by COVID-19.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in
their commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace,
unify us in the hope of the gospel.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our
ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those
who work for the renewal of the church.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



—THANKSGIVING—
Collect an OFFERING for God'’s mission. Financial gifts can be made online
www.lcrmarietta.org/give, Canned food can also be collected.

LCR Musicians also have a musical offering to glorify God
MUSICAL OFFERING “You Are My All in All” —Mark Moeller, guitar

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth.
You are the fire of rebirth.
You poured out your Spirit on your people Israel.
You breathe life into our dry bones.
Your Son Jesus promised to send the Spirit to us that the world may know
your peace and truth.
Stir up your Holy Spirit, and breathe renewed life in those who are baptized,;
For it is by your Spirit that you have adopted us all as your children,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

— SENDING —
MISSION ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

In the name of the Father, * the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG “Our Confidence is in the Lord”

-Noel Richards, Tricia Richards

C F C F ™7 G
= ‘
o= e N
D) & —— \r = ~— 4 e - . \’/a
Our con-fi -dence is in the Lord, the source of our sal - va - tion.
5 C F 5 F G
I} i =
fo = e e e e e
e e ~—
Rest is found in God a - lone, the au-thor of__ cre-a__ tion.
9 Am Em/G F C Am Em/G F G
ANV t & e & @ ‘};LE %i 1 &
e) ! S e a——
We will not fear the e - vil day, be-cause we have a re - fuge;
13 Am Em/G F G F G
f S T
ANIV4 1 | P e H‘““’i - T ot )
U esrrnmstenm T —— Niar” i
in ev-ry cir-cum - stance we say, our hope is built on Je - sus.
17n CIE Dm7 CE
@—‘} e ™ Y s =
e x
God is our fortress, we will nev-er be shak - en. God is our fordress, we will
20 F GIE Dm7
_\\
—‘.——-‘ = * E L
e) f & 4-) 2
SN
nev-er be shak - en. God is our for-tress, we will nev-er be shak - en.
23 GIE F G
ﬁ | —_\\ % h I
-9 ——» 4L_1'id - = 2 e : T —— ] _
e 4 T =
God is our fortress we will never be shak -en. We will put our trust in__
27 Am Am/G F G CE €
H== = G e e ————ma
bj - s ‘
God. We will put our trust (¢ - God.

Text & Music: Noel Richards and Tricia Richards
Text & Music © 1989 Kingsway's Thankyou Music; admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. CCLI License # 1194201

11



DISMISSAL
Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; return no one

evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, and help the suffering;
honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God!

Lutheran
Church of the

RESUrrecTion

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #21774.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved
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