
Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT—December 20 2020 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC:  

 “Infant Holy” ELW # 276 

 “Silent Night”  −setting, Kathleen Wissenger 

Handbell Trio: Heather & Mark Boyer, Stacy Hughes 

 “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” LBW # 34 

 
 Public Domain 
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WELCOME & WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Adorn your sacred space with flowers and other beautiful signs of life. 
 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

ADVENT DIALOGUE  

(based on Mary’s song: the Magnificat; and Zechariah’s song: the Benedictus) 
46And Mary said, 

"My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name. 
50His mercy is for those who fear him 

from generation to generation. 
 

(All sing stanza 1, music next page) 

Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free 

And raises up new hope for us: a Branch from David’s tree. 

So have the prophets long declared that with a mighty arm 

God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm.  
 

51He has shown strength with his arm; 

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty. 
 

(All sing stanza 2, music next page) 

With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall,  

The oath once sworn to Abraham, from foes to save us all; 

That we might worship without fear and offer lives of praise,  

In holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days. 
 

54He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy, 
 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 
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(All sing stanza 3, music below) 

 

One License # A-701897 



 4 

ADVENT CANDLELIGHTING 
The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  

With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would 

obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to 

all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Stanza 1 -4: “God Came Down” ELW # 253 

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38 
 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 

said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much 
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perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 

end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The 

angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he 

will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 

has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 

be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here 

am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 

the angel departed from her. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
HOMILY “Christmas Pageant: Jesus’ Family Tree” Pastor Stephen Friedrich 
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SONG OF THE DAY “Joy to the World ELW # 267 

 
 Public Domain 
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APOSTLES’ CREED ELW, page 105 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary 

world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray  

for our neighbors of other denominations and faiths. Inspire the faith of their 

people. Cultivate understanding among us and strengthen us in love and  

service to our community.  
 

Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 
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Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you. 

Bless and protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that 

surround us. Give us humility as we tend them.  
 

Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 
 

Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for  

the leaders of all nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need.  

Guide all people entrusted with leadership, to create societies in which  

everyone can flourish.  
 

Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 
 

Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away 

empty. Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless the 

work of advocates, community organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others 

to provide for their neighbors in need.  
 

Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 
 

Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone in 

need of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence, especially 

those families affected by COVID-19.  
 

Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 
 

Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We give 

thanks for the ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors who 

organized, planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they served you. 

We give thanks for the bold leadership of female leaders in our own time. Inspire 

others with their steadfast witness.  
 

Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 
 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

 
 

—THANKSGIVING— 

Collect an OFFERING for God’s mission. Financial gifts can be made online 

www.lcrmarietta.org/give, Canned food can also be collected. 
 

LCR Musicians also have a musical offering to glorify God 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING “Mary, Did You Know?” −setting, Jack Schrader 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 

 

 

 

— SENDING — 
 

MISSION ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

In the name of the Father, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

  

http://www.lcrmarietta.org/give
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SENDING SONG “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ELW # 270 

 
 Public Domain 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Find hope in the world! 

 Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved 


