Wodtome to Lathoran Church off the Reswreotion

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT—December 20 2020

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC:
“Infant Holy”
“Silent Night”

Handbell Trio: Heather & Mark Boyer, Stacy Hughes

ELW # 276

—-setting, Kathleen Wissenger

“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” LBW # 34
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1 Oh,come, oh, come, Em-man - u - el, and ran-som cap - tive
2 Oh, come, oh, come, great Lord of might, who to yourtribes on
3 Oh, come, strong Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa-tan’s
4 Oh, come, blest Day-spring, come and cheer our spir-its by your
5 Oh,come, O Key of Da - vidicome, and o - pen wide our
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Is - ra - el, that mourns in lone - ly ex ile here
Si - nai’s height in  an - cient timesonce gave the law
tyr - an - ny; from depths of hell your peo ple save
ad - vent here; dis - perse the gloom-y clouds of night,
heav’n - ly home; make safe the way that leads on high,
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un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
in cloud, and maj - es - ty, and awe.
and give them vic-try oO’er the grave. Re-joice! Re - joice!
and death’s dark shad-ows put to flight.
and close the path to mis - er - y.
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Em-man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Kéln, 1710; tr. John M. Neale, 18181866, alt.
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
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WELCOME & WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS
Adorn your sacred space with flowers and other beautiful signs of life.

INVOCATION

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

ADVENT DIALOGUE

(based on Mary’s song: the Magnificat; and Zechariah’s song: the Benedictus)
“6And Mary said,

"My soul magnifies the Lord,

4Tand my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

“8for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed,
“*for the Mighty One has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.

*OHis mercy is for those who fear him

from generation to generation.

(All sing stanza 1, music next page)

Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free

And raises up new hope for us: a Branch from David’s tree.
So have the prophets long declared that with a mighty arm
God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm.

*1He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
®2He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;

>3he has filled the hungry with good things,

and sent the rich away empty.

(All sing stanza 2, music next page)

With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall,

The oath once sworn to Abraham, from foes to save us all;
That we might worship without fear and offer lives of praise,
In holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days.

>He has helped his servant Israel,
In remembrance of his mercy,
%Saccording to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever."
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(All sing stanza 3, music below)
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1 Blessed be the God of Is - ra - el who comes to set us free
2 With prom-ised mer - cy will God still the cov - e - nant re - call,
3 My child, as proph-et of the Lord you will pre-pare the way,
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and rais-es up new  hope for us: a Branch from Da-vid’s tree.
the oath once sworn to A - bra-ham, from foes to save us all;
to  tell God’s peo - ple they are saved from sin’s e - ter-nal sway.
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So  have the proph-ets long de-clared that with a might-y arm
that we might wor - ship with-out fear and  of - fer lives of praise,
Then shall God’s mer - cy from on high shine forth and nev - er  cease
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God would turn back our en - e - mies and all who wish us  harm.
in ho - li - ness and righ - teous-ness to serve God all our days.
to drive a - way the  gloom of death and lead us in-to peace.
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Text: Carl P.Daw Jr., b. 1944, based on Luke 1:68-79 FOREST GREEN
CMD

Music: English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company
Arr. © Oxford University Press

One License # A-701897



ADVENT CANDLELIGHTING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would
obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to
all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Stanza 1 -4: “God Came Down” ELW # 253
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1.God came down that we may have love; God
2.God came down that we may have light; God
3.God came down that we  may have peace; God
4.God came down that we  may have joy; God
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came down that we may have love, God came down that we may
came down that we may have light, God came down that we may
came down that we may have peace, God came down that we may
came down that we may have joy; God came down that we may
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have love: hal -le - lu - jah for-ev - er more.
have light; hal -le - lu - jah for-ev - er - more.
have peace; hal-le - lu - jah for-ev - er - more.
have joy; hal -le - lu - jah for-ev - er - more

Arr copyright 1986 Tona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Chicago
All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #A-701897

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 15t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

28|n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, ?"to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 2°But she was much
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perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 3*And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. **He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end.” **Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” *The
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he
will be called Son of God. *®And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to
be barren. 3’For nothing will be impossible with God.” *¥Then Mary said, “Here
am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then
the angel departed from her.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY “Christmas Pageant: Jesus’ Family Tree” Pastor Stephen Friedrich




ELW # 267

SONG OF THE DAY “Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - 1y heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest ~ the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’n and na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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and  heav'n and na - ture sing, and
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sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture  sing.
Joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
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heav’'n and na - ture sing,
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 ANTIOCH

Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
Public Domain
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APOSTLES’ CREED ELW, page 105
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried,;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary
world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray
for our neighbors of other denominations and faiths. Inspire the faith of their
people. Cultivate understanding among us and strengthen us in love and
service to our community.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you.
Bless and protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that
surround us. Give us humility as we tend them.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for
the leaders of all nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need.
Guide all people entrusted with leadership, to create societies in which
everyone can flourish.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away
empty. Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless the

work of advocates, community organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others

to provide for their neighbors in need.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone in
need of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence, especially
those families affected by COVID-19.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We give
thanks for the ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors who
organized, planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they served you.
We give thanks for the bold leadership of female leaders in our own time. Inspire
others with their steadfast witness.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

—THANKSGIVING—
Collect an OFFERING for God'’s mission. Financial gifts can be made online
www.|crmarietta.org/give, Canned food can also be collected.

LCR Musicians also have a musical offering to glorify God

MUSICAL OFFERING “Mary, Did You Know?” -setting, Jack Schrader

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

— SENDING —
MISSION ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

In the name of the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.


http://www.lcrmarietta.org/give

SENDING SONG “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ELW # 270
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1 Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry (o the new-born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last-ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’'n - born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun  of righ-teous-ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time  be-hold him come,  off-spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an-gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of carth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-1ry to the new-born king!”
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Text: Charles Wesley, [707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 18311915

Public Domain
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Find hope in the world!

Thanks be to God!

Lutheran
Church of the

RESUrrecTion

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved
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