%éMM
Lsthoran Chanch o the Fsauneotion

TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD—-FEBRUARY 14, 2021

11:00 A.M.

INTRODUCTION

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’
vision of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus
sees the Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three
closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul
writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who
created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of
God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for
others to see.

SERVICE OF WORD & PRAYER

— GATHERING —

WELCOME & WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS
Adorn your sacred space with flowers and other beautiful signs of life.

SABBATH REFLECTION
"O Worship the King” —setting, Sondra Tucker
Handbell Trio: Heather & Mark Boyer, Stacy Hughes

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG “Ancient of Days” —Gary Sadler / Jamie Harvill
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 corinthians 13:13)
And also with you.

In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
In the Word was life,
and the life was the light of all people.
The Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. (John 1)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God,
the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our
hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your
image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

—WORD—
CHILDREN’S HOMILY

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah
to Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place
where Moses died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah
are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses.

Now when the LorD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the
LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you
yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that
today the LoRrD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, | know;
keep silent.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But
he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they
came to Jericho. °The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LorD will take your master
away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, | know; be silent.”
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®Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LoRD has sent me to the Jordan.” But
he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So the two
of them went on. “Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at
some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah
took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the
one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

*When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what | may do for you,
before | am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of
your spirit.” *°He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as |
am being taken from you, it will be granted yous; if not, it will not.” !As they
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two
of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. *?Elisha kept watching and
crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he
could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 50:1-6 (read responsively)

The mighty one, God the LoRrD, has spoken;

calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2Qut of Zion, perfect in its beauty,
God shines forth in glory.

30ur God will come and will not keep silence;

with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.
“God calls the heavens and the earth from above
to witness the judgment of the people.

*“Gather before me my loyal followers,

those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
®The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause,
for itis God who is judge.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the
Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of
Jesus Christ shine in our lives through Christian ministry.

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
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seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. °For we
do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your

slaves for Jesus’ sake. °For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”

who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in

the face of Jesus Christ.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL SONG “Day by Day” (from Godspell) —-Stephen Schwartz
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GOSPEL.: Mark 9:2-9

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become
apparent to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given
a vision of God'’s glory manifest in the beloved Son.

The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 9" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 2and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. “And
there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. >Then Peter
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” ®He did not know what to say, for they
were terrified. “Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a
voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked
around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus.

°As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY “Mountains Everywhere” Pastor Dave Helfrich




RESPONSE TO THE WORD: HYMN

‘I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” ELW # 815
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD: CREED AND CONFESSION

In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
We believe in him and are marked with the seal
of the promised Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 1:13-14)

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;

pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)
Keep yourselves in the love of God;

look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:

Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.
Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another.

Silence for reflection and self examination.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things done and left undone.
Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Almighty God have mercy on you,

forgive you all your sins through our ++ Lord Jesus Christ,

strengthen you in all goodness,

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen



EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

—THANKSGIVING—

Collect an OFFERING for God'’s mission. Financial gifts can be made online
www.lcrmarietta.org/give, Canned food can also be collected.

LCR Musicians also have a musical offering to glorify God

MUSICAL OFFERING “Highland Cathedral” -setting Tom Crawford

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.

For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near,
especially for our sister congregations in Guatemala, and for all who show the face of
Christ throughout the world, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep;
mountains, clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy
Spirit’s guidance in our stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security
guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they
witness to mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For all who suffer this day, especially those affected by COVID-19, that Christ our
healer transform sickness into health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement into
consolation, and suffering into peace, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
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For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who
cannot be with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory
Is revealed around and among us, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage, that
their lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

— SENDING —
MISSION ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

In the name of the Father, = the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG “To Be Your Presence” ELW # 546
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Text: Delores Dufner, osB, b. 1939

Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. §00.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

One License # A-701897

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ!
Thanks be to God!

Lutheran
Church of the

RESUrrecTion

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #21774.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved
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POSTLUDE “Shine Jesus Shine”

Refrain
P

—Graham Kendrick
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Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950
Music: Graham Kendrick

Text and music © 1987 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere

CCLI License # 1194201
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