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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER—-APRIL 11, 2021

11:00 A.M.

INTRODUCTION

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the
mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John.

Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit
on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the
broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of
open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is
in need.

—GATHERING —

WELCOME & WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS
Adorn your sacred space with flowers and other beautiful signs of life.

SABBATH REFLECTION “The Strife is O'er” - Arr. Sondra Tucker
Handbell Trio: Heather & Mark Boyer, Stacy Hughes

INVOCATION

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!



ENTRANCE HYMN “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” ELW # 367
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 18761947, alt.
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Kéln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hyinnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluial

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God,
with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that
we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

—WORD—
CHILDREN’S HOMILY

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early
Christian community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their
fellow believers who were in need.

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was
held in common. *3With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 3*There was not
a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold. **They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 133 (read responsively)

How good and how pleasant it is,
when kindred live together in unity!
?It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1—2:2

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but
our confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through
Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God'’s light.

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life—?this life was revealed, and we have seen it and
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was
revealed to us—>we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son Jesus Christ. *We are writing these things so that our joy may be
complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light and in him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship with
him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; “but if we
walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins,
he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. °If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
his word is not in us.

Z1My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but
also for the sins of the whole world.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Be Not Afraid” ELW # 388
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Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.

One License #A-701897

GOSPEL.: John 20:19-31

BE NOT AFRAID
448D

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words
to Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20" chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2°After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. ?!Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so | send you.” 2?When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ZIf you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”




24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. ?°So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.”
But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”\

267 week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” 2’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.” 2Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 2°Jesus said to him,
“‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have come to believe.”

3Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book. 3'But these are written so that you may come to believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may
have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY “The Breath of New Life” Pastor Dave Helfrich




SONG OF THE DAY “Christ is Risen” —Matt Maher / Mia Fieldes
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ThankyouMusic (PRS) / Spritandson.com Pub (BMi)
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission CCLI License # 1194201
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APOSTLES’ CREED ELW, page 105
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

—THANKSGIVING—

Collect an OFFERING for God'’s mission. Financial gifts can be made online
www.lcrmarietta.org/give, Canned food can also be collected.

LCR Musicians also have a musical offering to glorify God

MUSICAL OFFERING “Easter Song” Allen Pote


http://www.lcrmarietta.org/give

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth,
so that with one heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power
and love.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh
your creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to
parched land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their
peoples in the ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace
of Christ upon those in authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of
your generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others. Announce your peace
to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the light of
the risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our
joy may be complete.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the
lives and gifts of those who now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in
resurrection hope.

10



Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

— SENDING —
MISSION ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

In the name of the Father, *+ the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG "Resurrection Hymn (See What a Morning)” —Townend/Getty

VERSE
9 ﬂu (7)) : ] X L .
oy — N e e " — v— 7 =
Sy » I t P S S
1.See__ what a morn - ing, glo - rious-ly bright, with the
2.See_. Mar-y weep - ing, "Where__ is He laid?" as in
3 3.0ne_ with the Fa - ther, An - cient of Days, through the
Pty : ; ! — N
(AN __ 1T 1 — I 1 P
\;)y - . e - .\_,/ :
dawn - ing of hope in Je - ru - sa - lem.
sor - row she turns from the emp - ty tomb,
5 Spir - it who clothes faith with  cer - tain - ty.
9 ﬁu p i ] 7
@ — 0 s s e ..L_..J_ =] - L e s d'L
: ' : . P
J - & ~— ¢
Fold - ed the grave - clothes; tomb___ filled with light, as the
hears____ a voice speak - ing, cal - ing her name- |It's the
Hon - or and bless - ing, glo - ry and praise to the
¢ . REFRAIN
_‘9_#“ : ‘k\y N i 73 3 E
R o N o — E— ) . : : :
=~ - Lj?j,’ © < i
an - gels an-nounce, "Christ is rs - en!" See God's sal -
Mas - ter, the Lord, raised to Ilfe__ a-gain! The voice that
- King, crowned with pow'r and au-thor_ -ty And we are
)« o | f
b | A ] 3 |
\i‘}#ﬁ:!. =5 —e === * — ]
3 l a
va - tion__ plan, wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in
spans the ___ vyears speak -ing life, stir - ring hope, bring - ing
2 raised  with___ Him death is dead, |Ilove has won, Christ has
) u |
(= = = - —
[Y) R e ‘ I
sac - T fice; ful - filled in Christ, the__ Man, for He
peace__ to us will sound 'l He ap - pears, for He
con - quered. And we shall reign with_ Him, for He

Text: Stuart Townend, Keith Getty; ©2003 Thankyou Music (PRS)
All rights reserved. Used by permission. CCLI License # 1194201
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Return to VERSE
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DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Alive, Forever, Amen”

Lutheran @
Church of the

RESurrecTion

—T. Cottrell/D. Moffitt/ S Smith

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #21774.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved
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