
18th Sunday after Pentecost [Lectionary 26] 

September 26, 2021 

 

SABBATH REFLECTION  
 3 Pieces from Anna Magdalena Bach Notebook−J. S. Bach 
  “Menuet” 
  “Marche” 
  “Musette” 

Helen Weiss Phelps, organ 
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
*INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose teaching is life, 

whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

 Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an 

open heart. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

 Amen. 
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*GATHERING SONG This Is My Father's World ELW # 824 
Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901 

 

This is my Father's world, 
and to my list'ning ears 
all nature sings, and round me rings 
the music of the spheres. 
 
This is my Father's world; 
I rest me in the thought 
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
his hand the wonders wrought. 
 
This is my Father's world; 
the birds their carols raise; 
the morning light, the lily white, 
declare their maker's praise. 
 
This is my Father's world; 
he shines in all that's fair. 
In the rustling grass I hear him pass; 
he speaks to me ev'rywhere. 
 
This is my Father's world; 
oh, let me not forget 
that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet. 
 
This is my Father's world; 
why should my heart be sad? 
The Lord is king, let heaven ring; 
God reigns, let earth be glad! 
(end) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you 
 

Let us pray. Generous God,  

your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with 

you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do 

empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S HOMILY 

 
 
TEACHING MOMENT 

 
 
*GOSPEL: Mark 9:38-50 
 

The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th chapter. 
 

 

38John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out 

demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he 

was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for 

no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able 

soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against 

us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of 

water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no 

means lose the reward. 
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  42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these 

little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a 

great millstone were hung around your neck and you were 

thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it 

off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two 

hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your 

foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter 

life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And 

if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you 

to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two 

eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never dies, 

and the fire is never quenched. 

  49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if 

salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in 

yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

HOMILY “The Cost of Sin” Pastor Dave Helfrich 
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*SONG OF THE DAY “O Master, Let Me Walk with You” 
 ELW # 818 
Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.; Public Domain 

 

O Master, let me walk with you 

in lowly paths of service true; 

tell me your secret; help me bear 

the strain of toil, the fret of care. 

 

Help me the slow of heart to move 

by some clear, winning word of love; 

teach me the wayward feet to stay, 

and guide them in the homeward way. 

 

Teach me your patience; share with me 

a closer, dearer company, 

in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 

in trust that triumphs over wrong, 

 

In hope that sends a shining ray 

far down the future's broad'ning way, 

in peace that only you can give; 

with you, O Master, let me live. 

(end) 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the 

church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the church and its ministry. We pray for our 

Bishops Elizabeth Eaton and Kevin Strickland. Bless them and 

may your Holy Spirit continue to guide them as they lead us. 

Sustain all members of the body of Christ in lives of prayer, 

service, and worship.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and 

compassionate hearts. Strengthen in them a desire to protect the 

vulnerable and care for those underserved.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, 

Covid-19, or any other disease. Provide them with peace and 

resilience for the days ahead. Sustain caregivers with energy  

and patience.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 
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We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians, 

ushers, production team, communion assistants, altar guild, 

greeters. Bless us through their ministry and grant them the 

passion to continue in their service. 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known 

only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

 

*EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 

 “All Things Work Together for Good”  –John Carter 
 

All things work together for good  
to those who love the Lord; 

to those who are called according to his purpose. 
 

   Romans 8:28 
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our calling and our joy, 

 That we should at all times and in all places 

 Give thanks and praise to you, 

 Almighty and merciful God, 

 Through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

 Who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

 And by his glorious resurrection, 

 Opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

 With the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

 We praise your name 

 And join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 
 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 
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LAMB OF GOD  

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

We will commune by pew sections. Please follow your usher’s 

directions.  

For all of those watching online and all who are gathered in this 

space, please pray for one another. 

 

 
*COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

 Amen. 
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CANTICLE 

 
 

 

*SENDING PRAYER 

 

 
*BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

In the name of the Father, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE  

 “Salvation to Us has Come” −J. S. Bach 
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