
4th  SUNDAY IN LENT—March 27, 2022 

 

A MOMENT OF SABBATH REFLECTION  

 “Our Father We have Wandered” −setting Johannes Brahms 

Helen Weiss Phelps, organ 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
*INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father, and of ☩ the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

In the name of God, 

who makes a way in the wilderness, 

walks with us, 

and guides us in our pilgrimage. 

 Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, 

we confess that we have wandered far from you: 

we have not trusted your promises, 

we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 

we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 

we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 

Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. 

Teach us to follow in your ways,  

assure us again of your love, 

and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, 

and all who call out to God shall be saved. 

In Jesus, God comes to you again and again 

and gathers you under wings of love. 

In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. 

God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 

 Amen. 
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*LENTEN KYRIE 

“Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved” ELW # 602 

 
 One License #A-701897 
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*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. God of compassion,  

you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. By our 

baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of 

your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12 
9The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of 

Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 

  10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the 

evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day 

after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, 

unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The manna ceased on the day they ate 

the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the 

crops of the land of Canaan that year. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 PSALM: Psalm 32 (read responsively) 
1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 

and whose sin is put away! 
2Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, 

and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 

because of my groaning all day long. 
4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 

my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you,  

and did not conceal my guilt. 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.”  

Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you  
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in time of trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach 

them. 
7You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 

you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I will 

guide you with my eye. 
9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 

who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
10Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 

but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. 
11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; 

shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 

though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer 

in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 

passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of 

reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 

reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his 

appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 15th chapter. 

 Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 
2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow 

welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

  3So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two sons. 
12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the 

property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A 

few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant 



 5 

country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he 

had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and 

he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the 

citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would 

gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one 

gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my 

father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 

hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to 

his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with 

compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the 

son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am 

no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, 

‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his 

finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us 

eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was 

lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 

  25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached 

the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and 

asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your 

father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 
28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began 

to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I 

have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your 

command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might 

celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has 

devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 
31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is 

mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 

yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

DWELLING IN THE WORD 

 

HOMILY  

“Beneath the Cross—Family Relationships” Vicar Jamie Witt 
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*SONG OF THE DAY  

“Our Father, We Have Wandered” ELW # 606 
Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006 

Text from Resource Collection of Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy © 1981 International Committee on English 

in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.  

 

1 

Our Father, we have wandered 

and hidden from your face; 

in foolishness have squandered 

your legacy of grace. 

 

But now, in exile dwelling, 

we rise with fear and shame, 

as, distant but compelling, 

we hear you call our name. 

 

2 

And now at length discerning 

the evil that we do, 

behold us, Lord, returning 

with hope and trust to you. 

 

In haste you come to meet us 

and home rejoicing bring, 

in gladness there to greet us 

with calf and robe and ring. 

 

3 

O Lord of all the living, 

both banished and restored, 

compassionate, forgiving, 

and ever-caring Lord, 

 

Grant now that our transgressing, 

our faithlessness may cease. 

Stretch out your hand in blessing, 

in pardon, and in peace. 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 
MUSICAL OFFERING 

“Lamb of God”  –setting, F Melius Christiansen 
 

Lamb of God most Holy, most Holy; 
Who on the cross didst suffer. 

Patient, still and lowly, and lowly; 
Thyself to scorn didst offer 

 
Our sins by Thee were taken, 

Nor hope had us forsaken; 
Have mercy on us, 

Oh Jesu. 
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 

 

LAMB OF GOD  ELW, page 112 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION SONG  

“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” ELW # 779 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807; Alt. sts. 3 & 4; anonymous st. 5; Public Domain 

 
1 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

was blind, but now I see. 

 
2 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed! 

 

3 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares  

I have already come; 

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 

 

4 

The Lord has promised good to me; 

his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 

as long as life endures. 

 

5 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 

bright shining as the sun, 

we've no less days to sing God's praise 

than when we'd first begun. 
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COMMUNION SONG  
“What Wondrous Love” ELW # 666 
Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.. Public Domain 
 

1 

What wondrous love is this,  

O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

 

What wondrous love is this 

that caused the Lord of bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse  

for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

 

2 

When I was sinking down,  

sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

 

When I was sinking down 

beneath God's righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown  

for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

 

3 

To God and to the Lamb  

I will sing, I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

 

To God and to the Lamb, 

who is the great I AM, 

while millions join the theme,  

I will sing, I will sing, 

while millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

 

 



 11 

And when from death I'm free,  

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 

 

And when from death I'm free,  

I'll sing God's love for me, 

and through eternity  

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

and through eternity I'll sing on. 

 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

 Amen. 

 
*SENDING PRAYER 

 
*BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

In the name of the Father, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

 “Build a Longer Table” ACS # 1062; stanzas 1, 3 
Text: David Bjorlin, © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. One License #-701897 

(sung to the same tune as “Now the Green Blade Riseth” 

 

1 

Build a longer table, 

Not a higher wall, 

Feeding those who hunger, 

Making room for all. 

 

Feasting together,  

stranger turns to friend, 

Christ breaks walls to pieces; 

False divisions end. 
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3 

Build a broader doorway, 

Not a longer fence. 

Love protects all people,  

Sparing no expense. 

 

When we embrace 

Compassion more than fear, 

Christ tears down our fences:  

All are welcome here. 

(end) 
 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. 

Meet Jesus on the way. 

 Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE  

“Ah, Holy Jesus” −setting, Johannes Brahms 
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