4th SUNDAY OF EASTER—May 8, 2022
A MOMENT OF SABBATH REFLECTION
“Sheep May Safely Graze”
Helen Weiss Phelps, organ
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of ☩ the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come
Water may be poured into the font
as the minister gives thanks.
We thank you, God,
for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.

−setting, J. S. Bach

You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever. Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!”

ELW # 385

Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt. © 1952, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient & Modern, admin. Hope Publishing
Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #701897

1
Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our king!
To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
2
The Lord of life is ris'n this day;
death's mighty stone is rolled away;
let all the world rejoice and say:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
3
Praise we in songs of victory
that love, that life, which cannot die,
and sing with hearts uplifted high:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
4
Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
and sing today with one accord,
the life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
2

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*HYMN OF PRAISE first line sung by Leader
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ELW, page 149-150

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. O God of peace,
you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd
of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in
everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is
well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
CHILDREN’S HOMILY
PSALM: Psalm 23 (read responsively)
1
The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3
You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they
comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I
will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
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*EASTER HYMN
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!”

ELW # 369

Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050;
tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807-1882, alt. Public Domain

1
Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia!
Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia!
offer praise with love replete, Alleluia!
at the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia!
2
For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia!
sinless in the sinner's stead. Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia!
now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!
3
Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia!
God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia!
when contending death and life, Alleluia!
met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia!
4
Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia!
all your grateful homage pay; Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia!
now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!

TEACHING MOMENT

READING: Revelation 7:9-17
9
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.
10
They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
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“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, 12singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in
white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one
that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the
great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb.
15
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
17
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
HOMILY “Until Then…”

Pastor Dave Helfrich

*SONG OF THE DAY
“Blessing and Honor”

ELW # 854

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889, alt. Public Domain

1
Blessing and honor and glory and pow'r,
wisdom and riches and strength evermore,
be to the Lamb who our battle has won,
whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne;
whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne!

6

2
Let all the heavens sound forth Jesus' name;
let all the earth sing his glory and fame.
Ocean and mountain, stream, forest, and flow'r
echo his praises and tell of his pow'r;
echo his praises and tell of his pow'r.
3
Ever ascending the song and the joy,
ever descending the love from on high;
blessing and honor and glory and praise-this is the theme of the hymns that we raise;
this is the theme of the hymns that we raise.
4
Give we the glory and praise to the Lamb!
Take we the robe and the harp and the palm;
sing we the song of the Lamb who was slain,
dying in weakness and rising to reign;
dying in weakness and rising to reign!

*APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
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the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
Holy God, enable your church to respond to the voice of Jesus. Give us unfailing
trust, unafraid to join in Jesus’ work of renewing all things.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Feed your people at the table of creation. Prepare a safe place for those whose
environments are dangerous or unhealthy, especially those making difficult
journeys. Prosper your creation for the sake of every living thing.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who mourn on Mother’s Day.
Accompany those yearning to be mothers.
Help us to heal from broken family relationships and open us to receive your
nurturing love from all who serve mothering roles in our lives.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation. We especially lift
up those we name silently
in our hearts. Set people in their path who can provide the care they need, and wipe
away every tear from their eyes.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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MUSICAL OFFERING
“All the Day Long”

–K. Lee Scott

Text: Psalm 25:4-8, paraphrased by K. Lee Scott; © 1996 Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave. St.
Louis,, NO 63118-3968 All rights reserved.
Used by permission. One License #A-701897

Show me your ways; teach me your paths;
guide me in truth; instruct my heart.
You are my God and Savior strong;
for you my soul waits all the day long.
(repeats)
Show me your ways; teach me your paths;
guide me in truth; instruct my heart.
You are my God and Savior strong;
for you my soul waits all the day long.
All the day long, all the day long,
for you my soul waits all the day long.
All the day long, all the day long,
for you my soul waits all the day long.
Remember, O Lord,
Your lovingkindness and tender mercies,
for they are ever of old.
for they are ever of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth,
nor my transgressions;
according to your mercy,
Lord, remember me.
Show me your ways; teach me your paths;
guide me in truth; instruct my heart.
You are my God and Savior strong;
for you my soul waits all the day long.
All the day long, all the day long,
for you my soul waits all the day long.
All the day long, all the day long,
for you my soul waits
all the day long.
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our calling and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
* SANCTUS
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

LAMB OF GOD
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HOLY COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

ELW # 502

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877; Public Domain

1
The King of love my shepherd is,
Who goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
And he is mine forever.
2
Where streams of living water flow,
My ransomed soul he leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.
3
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love he sought me,
And on his shoulder gently laid,
And home, rejoicing, brought me.
4
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill,
With thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still;
Thy cross before to guide me.
5
You spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From thy pure chalice floweth!
6
And so, through all the length of days,
Thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
Within thy house forever.
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COMMUNION SONG
“Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus”

ELW # 501

Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891; Public Domain

Come with us, O blessed Jesus,
with us evermore to be.
And, in leaving now thine altar,
let us nevermore leave thee!
Let thy bright celestial chorus
never cease the heav'nly strain;
but in us, thy loving children,
come with peace, good will to reign.

*COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen.
*SENDING PRAYER
*BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*SENDING HYMN
“You Servants of God”

ELW # 825

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.; Public Domain

1
You servants of God, your Master proclaim,
and publish abroad his wonderful name;
the name, all-victorious, of Jesus extol;
his kingdom is glorious and rules over all!
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2
Ascended on high, almighty to save,
yet still he is nigh, his presence we have.
The great congregation his triumph shall sing,
ascribing salvation to Jesus, our king!
3
Salvation to God who sits on the throne!
Let all cry aloud and honor the Son.
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,
fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb.
4
Then let us adore and give him his right,
all glory and pow'r and wisdom and might,
all honor and blessing, with angels above,
and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love!
(end)
*DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Salvation Now is Come to Earth”
−setting, J. S. Bach
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