6th SUNDAY OF EASTER—May 22, 2022
A MOMENT OF SABBATH REFLECTION
“Trumpet in Dialogue” (Basse et Dessus de Trompette)
Louis Nicolas Clerambault
Helen Weiss Phelps, organ
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of ☩ the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come
Water may be poured into the font
as the minister gives thanks.
We thank you, God,
for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.

You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever. Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN
“Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”

ELW # 380; stanzas 1, 3, 5

Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763-1841; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt. Public Domain

1
Hallelujah! Jesus lives!
He is now the Living One;
from the gloomy halls of death
Christ, the conqueror, has gone,
bright forerunner to the skies
of his people, yet to rise.
3
Jesus lives! And thus, my soul,
life eternal waits for you;
joined to Christ, your living head,
where he is, you shall be too;
with the Lord, at God's right hand,
as a victor you shall stand.
5
Hallelujah! Angels, sing!
Join with us in hymns of praise.
Let your chorus swell the strain
which our feebler voices raise:
Glory to our God above
and on earth his peace and love!

2

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*HYMN OF PRAISE first line sung by Leader

3

ELW, page 149-150

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Bountiful God,
you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your
tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we
may love one another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S HOMILY
READING: Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5
10
And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.
22
I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and
the Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory
of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light,
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut
by day—and there will be no night there. 26People will bring into it the glory and
the honor of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who
practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s
book of life.
22:1
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street
of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of
4

the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of
God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will see
his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more
night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and
they will reign forever and ever
”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
*EASTER HYMN
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

ELW # 815

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934; © 1970, 1975 Celebration.
All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. One License # A-701897

1
I want to walk as a child of the light.
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
2
I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father.
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
3
I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
we shall know the joy of Jesus.

5

In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
TEACHING MOMENT
GOSPEL: John 5:1-9
The holy gospel according to St. John, the 5th chapter.

1

After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
2
Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew
Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. 3In these lay many invalids—blind, lame,
and paralyzed 4for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the
pool, and troubled the water: whoever stepped in first after the troubling of the
water was healed of whatever disease he had. 5One man was there who had
been ill for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that
he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made
well?” 7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool
when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else
steps down ahead of me.” 8Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and
walk.” 9At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to
walk.
Now that day was a sabbath.
The gospel of the Lord.

HOMILY “Leveling the Playing Field”
Pastor Dave Helfrich
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*SONG OF THE DAY
“You Are Mine”

ELW # 581

Text: David Haas, b. 1957 © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #A-701897

1
"I will come to you in the silence,
I will lift you from all your fear.
You will hear my voice,
I claim you as my choice.
Be still and know I am here."
2
"I am hope for all who are hopeless,
I am eyes for all who long to see.
In the shadows of the night,
I will be your light.
Come and rest in me."
"Do not be afraid, I am with you.
I have called you each by name.
Come and follow me,
I will bring you home;
I love you and you are mine."
3
(musical interlude)
"I am strength for all the despairing,
healing for the ones who dwell in shame.
All the blind will see,
the lame will all run free,
and all will know my name."
"Do not be afraid, I am with you.
I have called you each by name.
Come and follow me,
I will bring you home;
I love you and you are mine."
4
(musical interlude)
"I am the Word that leads all to freedom,
I am the peace the world cannot give.
7

I will call your name,
embracing all your pain.
Stand up, now walk and live!"
"Do not be afraid, I am with you.
I have called you each by name.
Come and follow me,
I will bring you home;
I love you and you are mine."
*APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
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God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at work.
Guide bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their visioning, partnership, and
planning. Surround us with your peace.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in power seek to
assert dominance over others, confound their ways and make them yield to your
humble authority.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace. Create places filled
with hospitality where hurting people find your loving presence and wholeness.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements. We give thanks
especially for the milestones that the high school and college graduates have
attained. As they begin new phases of their lives, may they also know your love and
your peace in all the experiences they encounter. Bless also the parents of these
students, who have raised their children and nourished them in the Christian faith.
Give them strength in your continuing presence and give them many joyful reunions
with their sons and daughters, who may be leaving home soon to begin new and
varied ventures.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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MUSICAL OFFERING
“If ye love Me, keep My Commandments”
–Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1585)
Text: John 14: 15-17, Public Domain

If ye love Me, keep My commandments,
And I will pray the Father,
and He shall give you another Comforter,
That He may abide with you forever,
E’en the Spirit of truth.
That He may abide with you forever,
E’en the Spirit of truth.
E’en the Spirit of truth.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our calling and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*SANCTUS

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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LAMB OF GOD

HOLY COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG
“There is a Balm in Gilead”

ELW # 614

Text: African American spiritual; Public Domain.

There is a balm in Gilead
to make the wounded whole;
there is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul.
1
Sometimes I feel discouraged
and think my work's in vain,
but then the Holy Spirit
revives my soul again.
There is a balm in Gilead
to make the wounded whole;
there is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul.
12

2
If you cannot preach like Peter,
if you cannot pray like Paul,
you can tell the love of Jesus
and say, "He died for all."
There is a balm in Gilead
to make the wounded whole;
there is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul.
3
Don't ever be discouraged,
for Jesus is your friend;
and if you lack for knowledge
he'll ne'er refuse to lend.
There is a balm in Gilead
to make the wounded whole;
there is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul.
COMMUNION SONG
“Come Down, O Love Divine”

ELW # 804

Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833-1890; Public Domain

1
Come down, O Love Divine
seek thou this soul of mine
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;
O Comforter, draw near;
within my heart appear
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.
2
Oh, let it freely burn,
till worldly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.
13

3
Let holy charity
mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness become mine inner clothing-true lowliness of heart,
which takes the humbler part,
and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.
4
And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,
shall far outpass the pow'r of human telling;
no soul can guess Love's grace
till it become the place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.
*COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen.
*SENDING PRAYER
*BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*SENDING HYMN
“I Know That My Redeemer Lives!”

ELW # 619; stanzas 1, 4, 5, 8

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt.; Public Domain

1
I know that my Redeemer lives!
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;
he lives, my ever-living head!
14

4
He lives to silence all my fears;
he lives to wipe away my tears;
he lives to calm my troubled heart;
he lives all blessings to impart.
5
He lives to bless me with his love;
he lives to plead for me above;
he lives my hungry soul to feed;
he lives to help in time of need.
8
He lives, all glory to his name!
He lives, my Savior, still the same;
what joy this blest assurance gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!
*DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
“Toccata in e minor”
−Johann Pachelbel
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